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FORM  OF  BEQUEST  AND  DEVISE. 


BlEQUMST—iPlEMSONAi.  Estate) — I.  give  and  bequeath  to  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  incorporated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  sum  of ©olIarjEf, 

in  trust,  to  be  held  for  the  benefit  and  applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Wo- 
man's Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JDMVISE — {Mjeajl  Estate) — I  give  and  devise  to  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  the  following  lands  and  prern.ises  (here  insert  a  short  description  of 
the  houses,  lands,  or  other  real  estate),  with  the  appurtenances,  in  fee  simple, 
in  trust,  the  same  to  be  held  for  the  beneiit  and  applied  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Note.— Notice  should  be  given  promptly  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Society  of  all  Bequests  and  Devises. 


.^Opfigep^s.^ 


Mrs.  RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES Fremont,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  JOHN  DAVIS.„... 325  Elm  Street,  Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  F.  S.  HOYT .^ 155  Yorli  Street,  Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  bishop  CLARK 310  Elm  Street,  Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  AMOS  SHINKLE Covington,  Ky. 

Mrs.  JOHN  M.  WALDEN Walnut  Hills,  Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  JAMES  DALE 434  Broadway,  Cincinnati. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  RUST 339  W.  Fourth  Street,  Cincinnati. 

^EB  A,SiBi-KE-E , 
Mrs.  a.  R.  CLARK 169  York  Street,  Cincinnati. 


Mrs.  Bishop  Wiley /». Fairmount,  Cine: 

Mrs.  Richard  Dymond Cine 

Mrs.  John  L.  Whetstone Mt.  Auburn,  Cine: 

Mrs  C.  G.  COMEGYS Cine 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayi-iss Walnut  Hills,  Cine 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Thorne Cine 

Mrs.  Mary  Haven  Thirkield .,. Cine 

Mrs.  Charles  Coffin Fairmount,  Cine: 

Mrs.  A.  Wessbl Walnut  Hills,  Cine 

Mrs.  E.  House Mt.  Auburn,  Cine 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Ampt ^ Cine: 

Mrs.  John  Simpkinson Walnut  Hills,  Cine: 
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©©af©ff©ae©    ©©ssespeiafting  S©eE©taEl©Se 

CONFERENCES. 

Cincinnati Mrs.  C.  Larkin  Williams,  Cincinnati. 

Central  Ohio Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Delaware,  O. 

Ohio Mrs.  A.  M.  Brush,  Columbus,  O. 

North  Ohio Mrs.  E.  A.  Undebwoob,  Wooster,  O. 

East  Ohio Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Cleveland,  O. 

Rock  River Mrs.  Oliver  Makcy,  Evanston,  111. 

South-east  Indiana Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee,  Greensburg,  Ind. 

Southern  New  England Mrs.  James  Mather.  Newport,  R.I. 

Philadelphia Miss  Julia  Obum,  Germantown,  Philadelphia. 

New  Jersey Mrs.  W.  W.  Moffett,  Camden,  N.  J. 

Newark Mrs.  J.  I.  Boswell,  Patterson,  N.  J. 

Troy Miss  Jennie  Gibson,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

New  Orleans Mrs.  J.  C.  Hartzeli^  New  Orleans,  La. 

Florida Mrs.  S.  B.  Darnell,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Michigan Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich. 

North  Indiana Miss  Lucy  E.Robinson,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Detroit... Mrs.  A.  F.  Bournes,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

New  England Mrs.  H.  C.  Gratan,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Central  lUiuois Mrs.  W.  W.  Smith,  Victoria,  111. 

North-west  Iowa Mrs.  Lemon,  Stone  Lake.  Iowa. 

Upper  Iowa Mrs.  Col.  Springer,  Anamosa,  Iowa. 

South  Carolina Mrs.  L.  M.  Dunton,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

Utah Mrs.  A.  D.  Adkinson,  Ogden,  Utah. 

Colorado Mrs.  Ada  Wiley  Jones,  Denver,  Col. 

Texas Mrs.  Isabella  Howei.ls,  Whitmer's  P.  O.,  Washington  Co.,  Texas. 

West  Texas Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson,  Austin,  Texas. 


OFFICERS. 


Standing  ^ommiittees. 


Conduct  of  the  Work. 

Mrs.  KuTHKRFOKi)  B.  IIayks,  Mrs.  U.S.  Rust, 

Mrs.  John  Davis,  Mr.s.  John  L.  whetstone. 

Conference  Organization. 
Mrs.  F.  S.  HOYT,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wai.den, 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust,  Mrs.  Richard  DYM9ND. 

Ways  and  Means. 

Mrs.  Bishop  Wiley,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark, 

Mrs.  Amos  Siiinklk,  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Thobne, 

Mrs.  James  Dale,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Comeoys. 

Missionary  Candidates. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Whetstone,  Mrs.  James  Dale, 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark, 

Mission  Supplies.    (Boxes.) 
Mrs.  E.  House,  Mrs.  A.  Wessel. 

Mrs.  Bishop  Wiley, 

Beneficiaries. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust,  .  Mrs.  A.  Wessel. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss, 

Publication  of  Society  Organ. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Whetstone, 

Indian. Work. 

Mrs.  Jj.  D.  McCabe,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham. 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver, 

Printing. 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Mrs.  James  Dale, 

Mrs.  Maby'  Haven  Thibkield,  Mrs.  R.  8.  Kust. 

Leaflets. 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Mrs.  Li.  M.  Dunton, 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Campbell,  Miss  Anna  Clark. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Santley,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Thibkield. 
Mrs.  Olivee  Maecy, 

Missionary  Intelligence  for  Denominational  Journals. 

Mrs.  F.  S.  HOY'T Western  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham Pittsburg  Christian  Advocate. 

Miss  Jane  Bancboft North-western  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Foster Zion's  Herald. 

Mrs.  Maby  H4VEN  Thibkield New  York  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  Ij.  D.  McCabe Northern  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss Michigan  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  Oliveb  Marcy California  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Habtzell South-western  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  X..  M.  Dunton Atlanta  Christian  Advocate. 

Miss  Anna  E  Fish St.  Louis  Christian  Advocate. 

Mrs.  Fidelia  Hildt  DeWitt... Juvenile  Home  Missionary  Department  in  all  the  Advocates. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF    THE 


ST.  PAUL  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  i 
Cincinnati,  O.,  October  jo,  1882.         / 

After  a  service  of  prayer  for  half  an  hour,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Prof. 
Wm.  G'.  Williams,  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  in  which  Mrs.  Dr.  Leavitt,  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,  and  other  ladies  participated;  at  10.30  A.  M.,  the 
President,  Mrs.  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  opened  the  first  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society. 

'■  In  kind  and  cheering  words  she  expressed  deep  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Society  and  cordial  sympathy  with  its  purposes  and  plans.  It 
gave  her  especial  pleasure  to  meet  with  the  ladies  in  this  their  first  annual 
gathering.  As  her  distance  from  the  General  Executive  Board  had  com- 
pelled her  to  be  absent  from  m^t  of  their  meetings,  arid  hence  had  kept 
her  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  workings  of  the  Board,  she 
felt  unable  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  conducting  the  business  sessions 
of  the  Convention.  Assuring  the  friends  that  her  heart  was  with  them  in 
all  the  plans  for  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Society,  she  transferred  the 
work  of  direction  to  Mrs.  John  Davis,  the  first  Vice-president. 

Mrs.  Davis  extended  a  warm  welcome  to  the  delegates  and  strangers 
in  behalf  of  the  Cincinnati  ladies,  and  in  fitting  words  spoke  of  the  encour- 
agement which  the  presence  of  so  large  a  number  brought  to  her  heart  as 
she  realized  the  aid  which  the  Society  would  receive  from  their  advice  and 
council.  The  responsibility  carried  by  a  few,  would  be  shared  by  many. 
The  anxious  plans  and  deliberations,  that  the  foundations  of  the  Society 
might  be  wisely  and  firmly  laid,  would  now  become  less  a  burden  and 
more  a  delight  as  all  joined  hands  in  this  work  for  Christ. 

She  referred,  brieflj'-,  to  the  needy  homes  in  our  own  land,  and  to  the 
calls  for  help  from  women  in  fields  so  near  us,  who  are  praying  that  some 
missionary  may  bring  the  Gospel  light  into  the  darkness  which  is  all 
around  them.  The  work  of  the  present  gathering  was  vast  in  its  impor- 
tance ;  the  needs  pressing  upon  the  ladies  enlisted  in  this  cause  seemed 
almost  sufficient  to  appall  one;  but  the  hand  of  God,  promised  to  all  his 
workers,  was  able  to  sustain  and  strengthen  in  the  severest  task. 

Thus,  with  a  cheerful  spirit,  she  entered  upon  the  work  of  the  Conven- 
tion, as  she  realized  the  new  inspiration  which  the  approval  and  co-opera- 
tion of  these  ladies  from  varied  parts  of  the  country  would  give  to  the  cause 
of  Home  Missions. 


WOMAN'S  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 


On  nomination,  Mrs.  Mary  Haven  Thirkield,  of  Cincinnati,  was 
elected  Secretary ;  and  Miss  Anna  E.  Fish,  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

In  answer  to  the  roll-call  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  following  per- 
sons responded :  the  General  Executive  Board  (see  page  3),  and  the  sev- 
eral conference  delegates : 

Central  Ohio  Conference — Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Belt. 

Cincinnati  Conference — Mrs.  C.  L.  Williams,  Mrs.  L.  D.  McCabe. 

East  Ohio  Conference — Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham. 

North  Ohio  Conference — Mrs.  E.  A.  Underwood,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Santley. 

Michigan  Conference — Mrs.  E.  C.  AVriglit,  INIrs.  R.  A.  Campbell. 

Erie  Conference — Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Dawson. 

Rock  River  Conference — Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy. 

SoidJi.  Carolina  Conference— Mrs.  L.  M.  Dunton. 

South-east  Indiana  Conference — Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Moore. 

Upper  Iowa  Conference — Mrs.  Col.  Springer. 

In  addition  to  these  delegates  many  visitors  from  distant ,  conferences 
were  also  present. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  it  was  voted  that  where  delega- 
tions were  not  full,  or  where  there  was  no  delegation,  ladies  present  from 
such  conferences  should  act  as  delegates  in  place  of  the  absent  members. 

The  motion  was  also  made  that  all  persons  visiting  from  abroad  should 
be  invited  to  sit  with  the  delegates  in  council. 

The  Standing  Committees  were  constituted  as  follows: 

Enrollment — Mrs.  C.  Larkin  Williams  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Underwood. 

Finance  and  Mission  Fields — The  Conference  Corresponding  Secretaries, 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Executive 
Board. 

Constitution  and  By-laivs — Mrs.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Bayliss,  Mrs.  C.  Y.  Culver,  Mrs.  L.  D.  McCabe,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Rust,  Mrs.  Col.  Springer. 

Missionary  Intelligence — Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Mrs. 
Ohver  Marcy,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Santlev,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Matthews, 
Mrs.  Hills,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Campbell,  Mrs.  EjC.  Robinson. 

Conduct  of  Auxiliaries. — Mrs.  J.  51.  Dawson,  ]\Irs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Belt,  Mrs.  Col.  Springer,  Miss  Viola  Baldwin. 

Supplies  for  Mission  Fields — Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Farrar,  Mrs. 
Bishop  Wiley,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Underwood,  Mrs.  ^L_L.  _Bliss,  Mrs.  A.'^essel, 
Mrs.  E.  House,  and  the  missionaries  present. 

Beneficiaries — Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayhss,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Dunton,  Mrs.  Oliver  Marcj', 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Dawson. 

Missionary  Candidates — Mrs.  John  L.  Whetstone,  Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Walden,  Mrs.  L.  D.  McCabe. 

Nominating  Committee — Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Mrs.  Col. 
Springer,  Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Bliss.  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Dawson,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Santley,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee. 

Resolutions — Mrs.  Col.  Springer,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham.  Mrs.  B.  H.  ]\Iiller. 


On  motion,  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  Treasurer's  Report,  so  that  it 
might  include  the  moneys  brought  to  the  meeting,  which  had  been  col- 
lected before  the  close  of  the  year,  but  had  not  been  forwarded. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


After  voting  to  hold  the  morning  sessions  at  ten  o'clock,  preceding 
each  with  a  half  hour  of  devotional  exercises,  the  meeting  adjourned  until 
2.30  P.  M. 


]V|'ONDAY   Afternoon. 

At  2.30  a  large  audience  had  assembled.  The  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  and  after  singing  the  first  hymn  in  the  Hj'mnal, 
Rev.  Dr.  Leonaed  led  in  prayer. 

The  Minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Mrs.  John  Davis  stated  that  she  had  prepared  a  paper  concerning  the 
needs  of  Home  Mission  work,  but  as  she  .felt  that  the  time  was  required 
for  other  parts  of  the  programme,  she  withdrew  it. 

Rev.  William  I.  Haven,  son  of  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven,  was  then  intro- 
duced. He  pictured  the  Avant  and  wretchedness  in  many  homes  which  he 
had  visited  throughout  the  South  and  West,  and  assured  the  ladies  of  his 
deep  interest  in,  and  of  his  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  their  work. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  General  Executive  Board,  Mrs.  R. 
S.  Rust,  presented  a  comprehensive  and  deeply  interesting  report.  (See 
page  37.) 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  favored  the  audience  with  a  song,  entitled, 
"Hear  the  Voice  of  Jesus  Calling." 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Dunton,  who  has  labored  for  two  years  in  Greenville  Dis- 
trict, South  Carolina  Conference,  made  an  address  full  of  interest,  as  she 
described  her  experiences  as  a  missionary  among  the  needy  people  of  this 
section. 

Miss  Fannie  Poage,  representing  the  "  Lucy  Hayes  Mission  Band"  of 
Fairmount,  then  stepped  forward  and  gracefully  presented  to  the  President 
a  twenty-five  dollar  gold  piece  as  an  offering  from  the  Band ;  and  accom- 
panying it  a  beautiful  bouquet,  as  a  tribute  to  Mi-s.  Hayes,  for  her  kind 
interest  in  the  work. 

The  President  returned  thanks  to  the  little  girl  for  the  gift,  and  handed 
the  twenty-five  dollars  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

Mother  Stewart,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  was  introdured,  and  uttered 
earnest  words  of  approval  and  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  home  missions. 

Short  addresses,  full  of  friendly  greetings,  were  made  by  Mrs.  H. 
Thane  Miller,  in  behalf  of  the  Baptist  missions ;  and  Mrs.  Dr.  McMullen, 
in  behalf  of  the  Presbyterian  ladies.  Mrs.  Dr.  Kumler,  President  of  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  also 
extended  greeting. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  to  invite  any  ladies  visiting  the  Convention 
from  other  denominations,  to  meet  with  the  delegates  for  conference. 

After  the  closing  hymn,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  BusHONG. 


I 


WOMAN'S  HOME  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 


ffiUESDAY    ]V[ORNING. 


Devotional  exercises  were  held  at  the  usual  hour,  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Leroy  a.  Belt,  of  Marion,  Ohio.  At  10  A.  M.  the  business  session  con- 
vened, the  President  in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees  being  called  for,  Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy 
presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missionary  Candidates,  and  it 
was  adopted.     (See  page  25. ) 

Distinguished  ladies  having  arrived  from  the  Louisville  Temperance 
Convention,  they  were  introduced  to  the  meeting  by  the  President,  Mrs. 
Hayes:  Mrs.  J.  Ellen  Foster,  of  Iowa;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Harrell,  of  Baltimore; 
Mrs.  G.  H.  McLeod,  of  Baltimore ;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Church,  of  Michigan ;  Mrs. 
R.  G.  Peters,  of  Michigan ;  Mrs.  Campbell,  of  Michigan ;  Mrs.  M.  J.  C. 
Merrell,  of  Michigan.  Mrs.  J.  Ellen  Foster,  of  Iowa,  represented  them 
in  a  few  earnest  words  of  greeting,  and  impressed  upon  all  minds  the 
power  of  consecrated  women. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Board,  read  a  detailed 
report  full  of  encouraging  items.    (See  page  29.) 

Mrs.  Georgia  Hulse  McLeod,  of  Baltimore,  one  of  the  loyal  temper- 
ance workers,  gave  to  the  ladies  a  brief  account  of  the  successful  labors  of 
our  missionary,  Mrs.  Dunton,  in  South  Carolina. 

The  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived  the  Doxology  was  sung,  and 
the  benediction  pronounced  by  Dr.  Joyce. 


MuESDAY  Afternoon. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  2  P.  M.  A  hymn  was 
sung,  followed  by  prayer,  offered  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham. 

The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Reports  of  the  Conference  Corresponding  Secretaries  were  then 
called  for: 

Central  Ohio  Conference — Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, read  the  report.     (See  page  21.) 

Cincinnati  Conference — Mrs.  C.  Larkin  "Williams,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
read  the  report.     (See  page  22.) 

Ohio  Conference — Mrs.  A.  M.  Brush,  Corresponding  Secretary,  being 
absent,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Matthews  reported  in  her  place.  Several  auxiliaries  have 
been  formed,  and  the  work  promises  well.  In  each  presiding  elder's  dis- 
trict a  manager  has  been  appointed,  and  four  have  entered  vigorously  on 
the  work.  Bishop  Wiley  and  Dr.  Ridgaway  have  assisted  by  addresses  and 
kind  words  ;  also,  the  presence  and  cordial  sympathy  of  Mrs.  Hayes,  at 
meetings  in  Columbus,  added  new  interest  to  the  work. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


East  Ohio  Conference— Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Corresponding  Secretary,  read  the 

report.     (See  page  22.) 

North  Ohio  Conference— Mrs.  E.  A.  Underwood,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
read  the  report.  (See  page  22.)  Mrs.  B.  H.  Miller,  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  pre- 
sented a  supplementary  report  from  the  same  conference.     (See  page  22.) 

Rock  River  Conference— Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
read  the  report.     (See  page  22.) 

Mr.  Tarvin  then  responded  to  the  request  for  a  song. 

A  telegram  was  received  from  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Wom- 
an's National  Christian  Temperance  Union,  still  in  session  at  Louisville, 
Vhich  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  May  He,  w^ho  hath  helped  us  who  had  no  power,  and  made  strong 
the  arm  that  had  no  strength,  be  likewise  with  you." 

Miss  Frances  E.  Willard,  Pres. 
Mrs.  Caroline  B.  Buell. 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Hunt. 

Mrs.  HoYT  was  appointed  to  form  a  reply,  which  was: 

"Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Hayes,  Pres. 
Mrs.  W.  p.  Thirkield,  Sec. 

The  order  of  business  was  then  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
funds  for  erecting  a  Cottage  Home,  to  be  a  department  of  Clark  Univer- 
sity, Atlanta,  where  the  pupils  would  receive  instruction  in  the  practical 
duties  of  housekeeping. 

Miss  Jane  Bancroft,  Dean  of  the  Woman's  College,  Evanston,  111., 
delegate  from  the  Rock  River  Conference,  but  necessarily  absent,  in  a  letter 
of  greetings  to  the  Convention,  offered  to  be  one  of  forty  to  git^e  five  dollars 
to  this  fund.  In  response  to  this  proposition,  each  of  the  follow"ing  ladies 
subscribed  five  dollars:  Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust, 
Mrs.  John  Davis,  Mrs.  L.  D.  McCabe,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Hayes,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss, 
Mrs.  James  Dale,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Hoyt,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Underwood,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Park,  Mrs.  Charles  Coffiin,  Mrs.  South,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Comegys,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Wright,  making  in  all  a  sum  of  eighty  dollars  for  this  fund. 

Four  ladies  gave  their  names  as  jifejnembers :  Mrs.  T.  Morgan,  Miss 
Belle  Smith,  Mrs.  J.  H.  McGowan,  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Baldwin,  thus  bringing 
eighty  dollars  into  the  treasury. 

Miss  Jennie  Smith,  the  evangelist,  whose  labors  among  railroad  men 
have  been  attended  wdth  marked  success,  was  present,  and  addressed  the 
meeting. 

The  reports  from  committees  were  then  called  for. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright  read  the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  Committee  on 
Supplies  for  Mission  Fields,  and  they  were  adopted.     (See  page. 26.) 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Conduct  of  Auxiliaries  was  read  by 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  the  Secretary.  On  motion,  it  was  taken  up  seriatim 
for  consideration.     Each  item  was  adopted  as  read,  with  the  exception  of 
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the  fourth,  which  was  amended  on  motion  of  Mrs.  Culver.    The  report, 
as  amended,  was  adopted.     (See  page  26.) 

After  music  by  the  Misses  Dale,  the  meeting  adjourned  with  the 
benediction  by  Dr.  R.  H.  Rust. 


MuESDAY  Evening 

A  LARGE  audience  assembled  in  the  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  to  attend  the  mass-meeting  of  the  Society.  Besides  the  delegates 
of  the  different  Conferences,  ex-President  Hayes  and  many  prominent  citi- 
zens and  clergymen  were  present.  After  singing  by  the  choir.  Rev.  Dr. 
HoYT  led  in  prayer. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Hayes,  then  introduced  Rev.  I.  J.  Lansing,  of 
Stamford,  Connecticut,  as  speaker  of  the  evening. 

His  address  was  a  strong  and  eloquent  plea  for  the  evangelization  of 
American  homes,  and  for  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety. His  words  carried  conviction  to  many  hearts,  and  he  retired  amid 
the  warmest  enthusiasm  of  the  audience.     (See  address.) 

Mrs.  Ingham,  of  Cleveland,  made  an  apj^eal  to  the  audience  for  a  lib- 
eral contribution  toward  a  contingent  fund.  A  collection  was  taken  for 
this  fund,  and,  in  addition,  Mothee  Stewakt,  of  Springfield,  was  made  a 
life  member  of  the  Society,  by  friends  present. 

Mrs.  J.  Ellen  Foster  followed  with  pertinent  and  touching  words,  sup- 
porting the  thought  demonstrated  in  the  the  address,  "The  home  work 
demands  the  combined  energy  of  Christian  men  and  women." 

After  the  closing  hymn,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Joyce. 


Wednesday  ]V[orning. 


Devotional  exercises  were  held  at  9.30  A.  M.,  led  by  Mrs.  Col.  Springer, 
of  Anamosa,  Iowa. 

At  10  o'clock  the  meeting  was  formally  called  to  business,  the  President 
in  the  chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ben- 
eficiaries. After  some  discussion,  on  motion,  the  report  was  referred  back 
to  the  Committee,  that  they  might  act  on  the  suggestions  ofiered  by  the 
Convention. 

A  communication  from  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior, 
then  convened  in  the  Seventh  Street  Congregational  Church,  was  read  by 
Mrs.  Dr.  Hoyt,  inviting  the  ladies  to  attend  their  sessions. 

A  Committee  of   Two,  Mrs.  L.  D.  McCabe  and  Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver, 
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were  appointed  to  convey  fraternal  greetings  and  present  the  thanks  of 
the  meeting. 

The  subject  of  union  between  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  being  brought  forward,  it  was  voted  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion involving  the  relations  of  the  two  Societies  should  be  referred  to  the 
General  Executive  Board  for  decisive  action. 

Reports  from  conferences  were  again  called  for. 

Newark  Conference — The  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  by  letter,  and 
Mrs.  Hills,  a  visitor  from  that  Conference,  spoke  concerning  the  work.  The 
plan  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  was  considered  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Annual  Conference  in  1881,  and  Mrs.  J.  I.  Boswell  appointed 
Corresponding  Secretary.  There  has  been  a  general  interest  taken  in  the 
work,  which  promises  good  results  in  the  future.  Several  shares  have 
been  secured  for  the  Utah  Fund,  but  as  yet  no  auxiliaries  have  been 
organized. 

Louisiana  Conference — Mrs.  J.  C.  Hartzell,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
beingdetained  b}^  sickness,  reported  by  letter.  The  Home  Missionary 
work  has  been  established,  auxiliaries  have  been  formed,  and  a  good  work 
is  being  accomplished. 

Troy  Conference — Miss  Jennie  Gibson,  Corresponding  Secretary,  reported 
by  letter.  The  work  has  been  recently  organized  in  that  Conference,  and 
many  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  its  progress.  Already  $62.80  have 
been  raised  for  the  Utah  fund. 

Ej-ie  Conference — Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver,  Corresponding  Secretary,  read  the 
report.     (See  page  23.) 

New  England  Conference — Mrs.  H.  C.  Gratan,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
not  being  able  to  be  present,  reported  by  letter.     (See  page  23.) 

Upper  Iowa  Conference — Mrs.  Col.  Springer,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
read  the  report.     (See  page  24.) 

Michigan  Conference — Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Corresponding  Secretary,  read 
the  report.     (See  page  24.) 

Philadelphia  Conference — Miss  Julia  Drum,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
reported  by  letter.  The  work  has  not,  as  yet,  been  organized  in  the  Con- 
ference, although  a  deep  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  Societj\  Two 
flourishing  auxiliaries  have  been  formed,  and  several  shares  in  the  Utah 
fund  collected. 

Providence  Conference — Mrs.  James  Mather,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
reported  by  letter.  No  work  has  been  organized.  A  meeting  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Society  was  held  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  the  Society  is  to 
have  a  place  on  the  programme  next  year.  Much  interest  is  expressed, 
and  the  promise  is  good. 

South-east  Indiana  Conference — Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, read  the  report.     (See  page  24. ) 

Colorado  Conference. — Mrs.  Ada  Wiley  Jones,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
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reported  *by  letter.  There  is  great  need  for  mission  work  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Conference,  especially  among  the  Indians.  An  auxiliary  of 
fifty  members  has  been  formed  in  the  Cheyenne  nation. 

Utah  Conference — Mrs.  A.  D.  Adkinson,  Corresponding  Secretary,  reported 
by  letter.     (See  page  24.) 

Reports  from  Auxiliaries  being  called  for,  Mrs  C.  S.  Fakrar,  of  Akron, 
0.,  reported  for  the  Auxiliary  at  that  place.     (See  page  24.) 

Three  questions  brought  before  the  Convention  by  Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Will- 
iams, were  referred,  by  motion,  to  a  special  Committee  on  Formulated 
Instructions  for  Auxiliaries — Mrs.  J.  M.  Dawson,  Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver,  and 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Belt. 

The  final  report  of  the  Committee  on  Beneficiaries  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  and  it  was  adopted.     (See  page  27.) 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  that  report,  a  Committee 
of  three  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss, 
and  Mrs.  A.  Wessel. 

The  noon  hour  having  arrived,  the  meeting  adjourned  till  2  P.  M. 


Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Promptly  at  2  P.  M.,  the  President  in  the  chair,  the  afternoon  session 
was  opened,  and  after  singing,  prayer  was  ofiered  by  Mrs.  Hills,  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey. 

The  Minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  it  was  decided  to  send  greetings  to  the  Juvenile  Band  at 
Ashland,  which  had  worked  so  nobly  for  Home  Missions. 

Reports  of  Standing  Committees  were  then  presented. 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Formulated 
Instructions  for  Auxiliaries,  which  was  adopted.     (See  page  27.) 

A  request  was  made  of  this  Committee,  that  it  prepare  a  set  of  rules 
governing  the  action  and  reports  of  Auxiliaries ;  but  there  not  being  sufii- 
cient  time  for  accomplishing  this  before  the  close  of  the  Convention,  on 
motion  of  Mrs.  Culver,  a  Committee  of  Five  Conference  Corresponding 
Secretaries  was  appointed  to  prepare  such  rules,  report  to  the  General  Ex- 
ecutive Board,  and  after  their  approval  and  revision,  print  the  rules  in 
leaflet  form  for  general  distribution.  The  ladies  constituting  that  Committee 
are  Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver,  Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Williams,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Wright,  Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  By-laws.  On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  adopt  the  Constitution  for 
Juvenile  Societies  as  printed.  The  report  was  then  accepted  and,  on  mo- 
tion, taken  up  seriatim.  The  items  of  the  report  elicited  much  discussion, 
but  were  each  adopted,  and  the  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole.  (See 
page  27.) 


PR  0  CEE  DINGS.  1 3 


Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of 
Officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  pi-esented  her  report,  which  was  adopted. 
(See  list  of  Officers  on  page  3.) 

A  gift  of  twenty  dollars  was  reported  as  received  from  Mr.  Wm.  M. 
Ampt,  for  the  purpose  of  making  Mrs.  Ampt  a  life  member  of  the  Society. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  that  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  be  per- 
mitted to  insert  in  her  annual  report  the  moneys  received  at  the  present 
meeting. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  offered 
the  following,  which  were  adopted  with  a  rising  vote : 

Resolved  1.  That  we  heartily  indorse  the  work  of  the  Women's  National 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  desire  to  sustain  toward  it  cordial  fra- 
ternal relations. 

Resolved  2.  That  our  thanks  be  extended  to  the  ladies  of  Cincinnati  for 
their  graceful  hospitality;  and  to  the  Lunch  Committee  for  the  excellent 
and  bountiful  collation  served  so  pleasantly  at  the  church,  during  the 
Convention. 

Resolved  3.  That  we  extend  to  Rev.  I.  J.  Lansing  our  thanks  for  his 
interesting  address  at  our  Anniversary,  and  request  him  to  furnish  a  copy  of 
the  address  for  publication  in  the  Annual  Report. 

Resolved  4.  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  all  those  who 
have  contributed  music  for  the  Annual  Meeting;  to  the  trustees  of  this 
church,  and  also  to  its  janitor. 

Resolved  5.  That  we  return  thanks  to  the  press  for  repeated  courtesies, 
and  to  the  railroad  companies  which  have  favored  our  delegates  with 
reduced  fares. 

The  business  of  the  convention  still  remaining  unfinished,  on  motion, 
it  was  voted  to  adjourn  till  7  P.  M. 


Wednesday  J^vening. 


At  seven  o'clock  the  meeting  was  called  to  order,  Mrs.  John  Davis  in 
the  chair. 

While  the  business  session  was  being  held,  a  large  audience  assembled 
in  the  lecture-room  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  where  they 
listened  to  fine  addresses  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Oliver  Marcy,  of  Evanston,  Illinois, 
and  Mrs.  Col.  Springer,  of  Iowa.  These  ladies  held  -the  close  attention  of 
all,  as  they  presented  the  claims  of  our  Home  Mission  Fields,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  women  in  advancing  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  our  land. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Minutes,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cory  presented  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Missionary  Intelligence,  which  was  adopted.  (See 
page  28.) 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Whetstone,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss  were 
appointed  as  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  therein  recommended. 

INIrs.  Col.  Springer  read  a  partial  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Mission  Fields.    It  was  accepted,  and  then  considered  bj'  separate 
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items.  The  first  item  was  adopted.  The  second  item  was,  on  motion, 
amended  to  $500  instead  of  $250,  as  an  appropriation  for  the  Indian  work. 
The  several  items  were  read  and  adopted  ;  but  it  being  only  a  partial  report, 
it  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  completion. 

Later,  the  motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  meeting,  being  small, 
be  made  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  act  upon  the  report. 

On  motion,  $1,000  was  appropriated  for  Alaska,  and  $600  for  work  in 
Texas. 

On  motion,  $100  was  appropriated  to  frontier  work  in  Northern 
Michigan. 

The  report,  thus  completed,  was  adopted  as  a  whole.     (See  page  29.) 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  A.  R.  Clark,  a  Special  Committee  was  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  General  Missionary  Society  in  New  York. 

Mrs.  John  Davis  and  Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust  made  the  request  that  an  Assistant  Corresponding 
Secretary  should  be  appointed ;  and  it  was  voted  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  General  Executive  Board,  with  the  instruction  to  appoint  such  an 
assistant. 

On  motion,  the  resolution,  referring  the  matter  of  union  between  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society, 
to  the  General  Executive  Board,  was  reconsidered. 

As  a  substitute,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust  ofFeredv4;he  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Conference  with  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety be  instructed  to  arrange,  if  practicable,  for  a  union  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Pacific  Coast  with  the  Woman's  Home  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  provided  the  Missionary 
Society  will  continue  necessary  appropriations  till  said  Society  is  strong 
enough  to  carry  the  whole  work. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  offered  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  interest  of  the  Indian  work,  and  unite  with 
other  societies  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  duty  of  abiding  by  the  treaties, 
and  of  making  provision  for  the  education  of  the  Indian  youth. 

This  was  adopted,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  Mrs. 
L.  D.  McCabe,  Chairman,  Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Ingham. 

On  motion,  the  Secretaries  were  appointed  the  Publishing  Committee. 

Letters  of  congratulation  for  the  work  already  accomplished  and  true 
sympathy  with  the  cause  of  Home  Missions,  were  received  from  Dr.  Fow- 
ler, Dr.  Vincent,  Dr.  Kynett,  Chaplain  McCabe,  and  several  of  the  Bishops. 
Several  of  these  were  read  by  the  Secretary.  On  motion,  it  was  voted  that 
these  letters,  or  extracts  from  them,  be  printed  with  the  Minutes. 

Mrs.  Davis  then  ofi'ered  her  sincere  thanks  to  the  ladies  who  had  so 
earnestly  co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  meeting,  and  spoke  of  the  bonds 
of  friendship  made  more  strong  in  the  mutual  service  for  Christ.  The  So- 
ciety felt  greatly  encouraged  by  the  deep  interest  that  had  been  awakened. 
The  large  attendance  of  pastors  from  various  Churches,  and  of  leading  citi- 
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zens,  as  well  as  their  frequent  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the  object, 

gave  assurance  of  its  future  success. 

Thus  with  the  feeling  of  joy  for  the  past,  and  inspiration  for  the  future, 

the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  drew 

to  a  close. 

Mary  Haven  Thirkield,  Recording  Secretary. 
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METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH. 


ARXICLH  I. — :?«aine. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  AVoman's  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

AK-XICI^E    II. — Objects. 

The  aim  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  enlist  and  organize  the  efforts  of 
Christian  women  in  behalf  of  the  needy  and  destitute  women  and  children 
of  all  sections  of  our  country  without  distinction  of  race,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  other  societies  and  agencies  of  the  Church  in  educational  and 
missionary  work. 

AUXICI^K  III. — Organization. 

Section.  1.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  five  Vice- 
presidents,  a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and 
twelve  Resident  Managers,  who,  together,  shall  constitute  the  General 
Executive  Board,  and  reside  in,  or  not  remote  from,  the  city  of  Cincinnati. 

Sec.  2.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  unless  otherwise  provided,  and  shall  consist  of 
the  General  Executive  Board,  together  with  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
and  one  delegate  from  each  Conference. 

Sec.  3.  The  work  of  the  Annual  Session  shall  be  : 

(1.)  To  elect  the  General  Executive  Board  for  the  ensuing  year. 

(2.)  To  take  into  consideration  the  demands  of  the  entire  work  of  the 
Society,  designating  fields  of  labor,  examining  the  reports  of  missionaries 
already  employed,  and  selecting  beneficiaries ;  to  estimate  the  needs  of  the 
mission  fields,  determine  the  amounts  to  be  raised,  and  to  devise  means  for 
carrying  forward  the  work  of  the  Society ;  to  appropriate  its  receipts  in 
accordance  with  the  purposes  and  methods  herein  indicated ;  to  arrange 
with  the  several  Conference  Secretaries  the  work  to  be  undertaken  by 
each  Conference,  and  until  such  time  as  the  conference  organizations  are 
complete,  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  place  of  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  conference  work  in  the  several  Conferences. 
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(3.)  To  transact  anj-^  other  business  that  the  interests  of  the  Society 
may  demand ;  provided  all  its  plans  and  directions  shall  be  in  harmony 
with  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  4.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  General  Executive  Board  oc- 
curring ad  interim,  the  place  shall  be  filled  by  the  Executive  Board. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Executive  Board  shall  meet  quarterly,  or  oftener, 
at  the  call  of  the  President  and  Recording  Secretary,  and  seven  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum  to  do  business. 

Sec.  6.  The  duties  of  the  General  Executive  Board  shall  be  : 

(1.)  To  execute  all  orders  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

(2.)  To  determine  all  matters  referred  to  them  by  the  Board. 

(3.)  To  administer  all  the  affairs  of  the  Society  between  the  annual 
sessions  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Sec.  7.  The  duties  of  the  President,  Vice-presidents,  and  Recording 
Secretary  shall  be  such  as  usually  devolve  upon  such  officers. 

Sec.  8.  The  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  to  make  her-' 
self  acquainted  with  the  needs  and  opportunities  of  the  mission  field,  to 
correspond  with  missionaries  and  with  the  Conference  Secretaries,  and  to 
furnish  the  Conference  Boards  with  all  needful  information ;  also  to  secure 
from  them  the  details  of  their  work  which  will  be  necessary  to  make  quar- 
terly reports  to  the  Executive  Board  and  annual  reports  to  the  Board  of 
Managers  concerning  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  mission  field,  and  pub- 
lish the  same  for  the  information  of  the  membership. 

Sec' 9.  The  Treasurer  shall  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  Society,  report  the  state  of  the  funds  at  the  annual 
meeting  and  at  each  regular  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board,  pay  only 
such  bills  as  it  shall  direct,  each  order  being  signed  by  the  President  and 
Recording  Secretary,  and  she  shall  make  such  disposition  of  the  funds  in 
her  hands  as  the  Executive  Board  may  approve.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  the  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  a  competent  person  selected  for  the 
purpose. 

ARTICtrE   IV. — Conference  Orgranization. 

Section  1.  A  conference  Society  shall  consist  of  all  the  Auxiliary  Soci- 
eties in  a  given  Conference,  together  with  a  Conference  Executive  Board. 
It  shall  take  the  name  of  the  Conference  in  which  it  is  located. 

Sec.  2.  The  ofiicers  of  the  Conference  Society  shall  be  a  President,  one 
Vice-president,  and  one  or  more  Managers  from  each  presiding  elder's  dis- 
trict, a  Corresponding  and  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Tieasurer ;  (the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  may  also  be  the  Treasurer).  These  officers  shall  con- 
stitute the  Executive  Board  of  the  Conference  Society  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  These 
ofiicers  shall  be  elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  hold  office  till  others 
are  chosen. 

Sec.  3.  The  duties  of  the  Executive  Board  shall  be : 

To  co-operate  in  plans  for  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  Society 
within  the  Conference  bounds;  to  provide  for  an  Annual  Meeting  and 
arrange  anniversary  exercises ;  and  to  transact  any  other  business  that 
the  interests  of  the  Society  may  demand,  provided  its  action  is  in  harmony 
with  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  4. — (1.)  The  duties  of  the  President  and  Recording  Secretary  shall 
be  such  as  usually  appertain  to  their  respective  offices,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Vice-presidents,  Managers,  and  Treas- 
urer in  organizing  and  conducting  the  work. 

(2.)  The  duties  of  the  Vice-presidents  and  Managers  shall  be  to  organ- 
ize Auxiliaries  in  their  respective  districts,  and  by  all  proper  means  to 
awaken  missionary  interest  and  zeal. 

(3.)  The  duties  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  to  attend  the 
session  of  the  Annual  Conference;  to  endeavor  to  interest  ministers  and 


ladies  in  the  work  of  the  Society  ;  to  organize  auxiliary  societies  in  the 
various  charges  in  the  Conference ;  and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  effect  a 
conference  organization  in  harmony  witli  the  Constitution ;  to  conduct  tlie 
correspondence  of  the  Society  witli  the  General  Executive  Board,  with 
auxiliary  societies  within  the  Conference,  with  such  missionaries  in  the 
field  and  beneficiaries  in  the  schools  as  are  supported  Vjy  the  Conference  ;_to 
forward  quarterly  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  General  Executive 
Board  a  full  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Conference  Society,  and  to  present 
an  annual  report  to  the  Board  of  ]\Ianagers  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

(4.)  The  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  who  may  also  be  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, shall.be  to  receive  and  forward  all  funds  of  the  Society  monthly, 
keeping  a  book  account,  and  to  make  a  quarterly  report  of  the  .same  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  General  Executive  Board. 

Sec.  5. — Special  work. — Individuals,  auxiliaries,  or  Conference  Socie- 
ties may,  subiect  to  the  approval  of  the  Conference  Board,  and  of  the  Gen- 
eral Executive  Board,  select  special  fields  of  labor  and  provide  for  the 
support  of  missionaries  therein  employed,  and  tliey  may  also  educate  ben- 
eficiaries selected  by  themselves. 

AK-XICI^E  V. — Auxiliary  Societies. 

Section  1.  Ten  or  more  women  who  shall  organize  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  By-laws  for  Auxiliaries,  and  pay  their  annual  dues,  thereby  be- 
come a  Society  auxiliary  to  the  Conference  Society,  and  are  entitled  to  one 
delegate  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Conference  Board.  And  the  pastor 
is  requested  to  report  the  collections  of  this  Society  at  the  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

Sec  2.  Auxiliary  Societies,  or  local  Committees,  when  there  is  no  Con- 
ference Society  yet  established,  shall  report  to  the  Conference  Secretary 
appointed  by  the  General  Executive  Board.  "When  there  is  no  Secretary 
in  the  Conference  within  the  territorial  bounds  of  which  they  are.  they 
shall  report  to  the  Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  General 
Executive  Board. 

AR.XICt,E  "VI. — Memfaership. 

The  payment  of  one  dollar  annually  shall  constitute  membership,  and 
twenty  dollars  life  membership.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars 
shall  become  an  Honorary  Manager  for  life,  and  "the  contribution  of  three 
hundred  dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  an  Honorarv  Patron  for  life. 


AR.TICI.,E  VII. — Relations  to  other  Brandies  of  Churcli  Work. 

Section  1.  While  the  organization  known  as  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  confines  its  work  distinctively  to  the  foreign  field,  this 
Society  will  engage  exclusively  in  missionary  labor  in  our  own  land. 

Sec.  2.  This  Society  will  work  in  harmony  with,  and  under  the  super\-i- 
sion  of,  the  authorities  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  following  particulars  : 

a.  The  appointment,  employment,  and  remuneration  of  its  mission- 
aries shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

b.  The  fields  of  labor  and  the  general  plans  and  designs  of  work  of 
this  Society  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

c.  All  the  missionaries  supported  by  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society  shall  labor  under  the  direction  of  the  authorities  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  and  if  in  a  mission,  shall  be  subject 'to  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions that  govern  the  other  missionaries  in  that  particular  mission. 

(I.   The  funds  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionarv  Societv  shall  not  be 
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raised  l>y  collections,  nor  by  subscri))tions  taken  during  any  regular  Church 
service,  nor  in  yunday-schools,  but  shall  be  raised  l)y  securing  members, 
life  membei-s,  honorary  members,  managers,  and  patrons,  and  by  such 
other  methods  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  will" not  interfere  with 
the  coilections  and  contributions  for  the  treasury  of  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

e.  All  funds  thus  raised  shall  belong  to  the  Society  to  be  used  by  the 
Executive  Board  as  in  their  judgment  shall  best  promote  the  interest  of 
the  general  work. 

Sec.  3.  a.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  shall  be  the  general 
Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society. 

b.  He  shall  receive  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Executive 
Board  all  moneys  collected  for  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society, 
open  an  account,  and  credit  all  money  so  received  to  the  said  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society. 

c.  He  shall  pay  only  on  the  order  of  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society. 

<l.  He  shall  render  accounts  at  such  times  (monthly  or  quarterly)  as 
may  be  fixed  by  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Sec.  4.  The  Missionary  Societj^  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall 
act  as  tlie  Trustee  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  in  all  matters 
of  legacies,  and  in  holding  for  them  real  estate  or  other  trusts,  as  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  may  desire. 

Sec.  5.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society,  which  determines  its  work  for  the  year,  shall 
be  so  p,rranged  that  its  plans  may  be  submitted  to  the  authorities  of  the 
Missionary  Society  for  apiDroval,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  November. 

ARXICI^E  VIII. 

(1.)  The  fiscal  year  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  shall 
end  November  1st. 

(2.)  Auxiliary  Societies. — The  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
shall  send  their  quarterlj'-  reports,  as  specified  in  4th  and  5th,  "  JBy-Laws 
for  Auxiliaries,"  December  15th,  March  15th,  June  15th,  and  September  15tli. 

(3.)  Conference  Societies  — The  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer shall  send  ttieir  quarterly  reports,  as  prescribed  in  Article  IV,  Confer- 
ence Organization,  January  15th,  April  15th,  July  15th,  and  October  15th. 

(4.)  General  Executive  Board. — The  Corresponding  Secretary  _  shall 
furnish  the  reports  specified  in  Section  8,  Article  III,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  15th  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October. 

ARXICt,E  IX. 

This  Constitution  may  be  changed  at  any  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present ;  a  three 
months'  notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been  sent  to  each  confer- 
ence organization,  and  published  in  the  Church  papers. 


BY-IiAWS  op  fPHB   GENEI^AL   GXEGUTIYE  BOAl^D. 


1.— The  President  and  the  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries  of 
the  Executive  Board  shall  fix  the  date  and  place  of  the  Annual  Meeting, 
unless  this  shall  have  been  provided  for  by  the  action  of  the  j^revious  An- 
nual Meeting;  and  they  shall  arrange  for  anniversary  exercises,  sending 
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due  notice  to  the  Conference  Secretaries,  and  publishing  the  time  and 
i:)lace  of  meeting  in  tlie  Cliurch  i)apers. 

2. — Order  of  business  and  rules  of  debate  are  as  follows:  (1.)  Singing, 
reading  of  Scriptures,  i)rayer;  (2.)  Reading  of  minutes  of  preceding  meet- 
ing; (8.)  Reports  of  Conference  Secretaries;  (4.)  Report  of  Corresjjonding 
Secretary:  (5.)  Report  of  Treasurer;  (6.)  Re])orts  of  Standing  Commit- 
tees; (7.)  Reports  of  Special  Committees;  (8.)  Unfinished  and  miscella- 
neous business;  (9.)  Resolutions  to  be  discussed  shall  l^e  presented  in  writ- 
ing; (10.)  Ladies  speaking  shall  rise  to  address  the  chair. 

o. — The  Standing  Committees  are:  (1.)  Conduct  of  the  Work;  (2.) 
Ways  and  Means;  (o.)  Expenditure  and  Distribution;  (4.)  Conference 
Organization;  (5.)  Missionary  Candidates;  (6.)  Publication;  (7.)  By-laws. 


©OKSTITUTION    POI^   flUXILiIAI^IES. 


Article  1.  This  Association  shall  be  called  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  ,  Auxiliary  to  the  • • —  Conference  Society  of  the 

Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  to  aid  in  interesting  Christ- 
tian  women  in  the  elevation  and  evangelization  of  needy  and  destitute 
women  and*  children  in  our  own  land,  and  in  raising  funds  for  this  work. 

Art.  3.  Any  person  paying  a  regular  subscription  of  two  cents  per 
week,  or  one  dollar  per  year,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society,  and 
anj'  person  contributing  five  dollars  per  quarter  for  one  year,  or  twenty 
dollars  at  one  time,  shall  be  constituted  a  life  member. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  three  or  more 
Vice-presidents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
Ti-easurer,  who  together  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Committee  to  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Art.  5.  Meetings  of  the  Society  for  business  and  communication  of  in- 
telligence shall  be  held of  each  month.     The  Anniversary  JMeeting 

shall  be  on  the  — —  day  of ,  when  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  shall  be  read,  and  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
elected. 

Art.  6.  This  Constitution  and  the  accompanying  By-law'S  may  be 
changed  or  amended,  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  members  present — notice  of  such  intention  having 
been  given  at  a  previous  meeting. 


BY-]JAWS   POr^  pUXILIAP^IES. 


1. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Society,  and  to  supervise  its  general  interests. 

2. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-president  to  perform  the  duty  of 
the  President  in  the  absence  of  that  officer,  and  to  aid  in  devising  means 
for  the  efficiency  of  the  Society. 

3. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  keep  a  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  provide  the  pastor  with  notices  of 
meetings. 

4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  conduct  the 
correspondence  of  the  Society,  to  send  reports  quarterly  to  the  Conference 
Secretary,  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  an  officer,  to  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  Executive  Board  in  Cincinnati,  of  the  condition  and  work  of 
the  Society. 
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5. — It  sliall  1)0  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  collect  the  dues  of  ineml)ers, 
hold  in  trust  the  fuiuls  of  the  Society,  keeping  a  liodk  account,  and  to  send 
tlie  same  quarterly  to  the  Conference  Treasurer,  and  in  the  absence  of  such 
an  olficer,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Board  in  Cincinnati. 

G. — Order  of  Exercises  for  INIonthly  Meeting  : 


(1.)  Devotional  Exercises. 

(2.)  Readingand  approval  of  Minutes. 

(.3.j  Reports  from   members  of  work 

done. 
(4.)  Report  of  Treasurer,  in  -writing. 


(5.)  Report  of    Corresponding   Sec- 
retary. 
(6.^  Unfinished  business. 
(7.)  Miscellaneous  business. 
(8.)  Adjournment. 
7.  Once  each  quarter,  if  practicable,  a  public  meeting  shall  be  held,  in 
which  reports  shall  l)e  read,  addresses  given,  and  every  effort  made  to  in- 
crease tlie  general  missionary  intelligence  and  zeal  in  the  special  work  of 
this  Society. 

8. — There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  of  three,  to  provide  literary 
exercises  of  a  missionary  character  for  the  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings. 
9.— Each  lady  connected  with  this  Society  shall  try  to  induce  others  to 
become  members,  and  shall  do  what  she  can  to  add  to  the  general  interest; 
remembering  in  prayer  each  day  the  Society,  its  workers,  schools,  orphans, 
and  missionaries. 


^ONSiPIIlUfPION    POP^  5UYEKILB    SOGIBIiIES. 


Article  I. 


This  Society  shall  be  called  the Mission  Band  of Meth- 
odist Episcopjal  Church. 

Article  II. 

The  object  of  this  Society  is  to  interest  the  children  and  youth  of  the 
Churcli  in  missionary  work  in  our  own  land,  and  to  secure  theirTielp  in 
carrying  it  forward. 

Article  III. 

This  Society,  by  virtue  of  its  voluntary  obligations  to  render  material 
help  in  various  departments  of  the  work,  shall  be  recognized  as  a  lawful 
adjunct  to  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  shall  make  reports  thereto. 

Article  IV. 

The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  an  adult  lady  Director,  Avhose  duty 
shall  be  to  take  charge  of,  and'  direct  the  Society,  a  President,  four  or  more 
Vice-presidents,  a  Recording  and  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Treasurer, 
whose  duties  shall  be  those  usual  to  such  officers. 

Article  V. 

Section*  1.  Any  child  or  .xpungpergflji,  with  consent  of  parents  or 
guardian,  may  become  a  m ember "oTTliis  Society  by  paying  yearly  twenty- 
five  cents  as  membership  fee. 

Sec  2.  This  Society  may  hold  fairs,  give  concerts,  or  other  entertain- 
ments, carry  on  industrial  schools,  or  use  any  methods  for  securing  funds 
that  are  in  harmony  with  Christian  usages  and  the  rules  of  our  Church. 

Sec.  3.  This  Society  may  choose  either  to  support  a  beneficiary,  furnish 
Sunday-school  supplies,  or  to  assist  in  any  department  it  may  desire ;  but 
the  location  of  the  work  chosen  must  be  decided  by  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  Conference  Societv  or  of  the  General  Societv. 
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Sec.  4.  This  tSociety  can  only  have  connection  with  the  Woman's  Home 
Misfsionary  Society  by  contributing^  directly  to  its  work  in  the  licld,  an<l 
may  only  have;  credit  in  tlic  reports  of  the  General  Society  for  money  paid 
into  the  General  Treasury. 

Skc.  o.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  for  the  election  of  officers 
shall  be  held  on 

Sue.  ().  This  Constitution  can  only  be  altered  or  amended  by  the  Exec- 
utive Board  of  the  General  Society  which  framed  it.  Petitions  for  change 
may  be  made  in  writing,  stating  reasons  for  such  request,  and  bearing  the 
signature  of  all  the  ofHcers  of  the  Society. 


By-tfaws  ^01]  JuYEni'Ie  l^ocieties. 


of  every - 


1.  The  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  on  — 

2.  A  Committee  on  Music,  consisting  of  three  or  five  members  (at 
least  one  adult),  shall  be  appointed  for  one  month  or  more,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  prox'ide  suitable  music  for  the  meetings. 

3.  The  Society  shall  be  divided  into  bands  of  ten  (more  or  less  as 
seems  advisable),  according  to  ages,  each  of  which  shall  be  supervised  by 
one  of  the  Vice-presidents,  who  shall  sit  with  them  at  the  meetings,  keep 
a  record  of  names,  ages,  conduct,  money  jjaid,  and  report  the  same  at  each 
meeting. 

4.  The  Vice-jDresidents  shall  each  in  turn  be  resi^onsible  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  meeting,  by  securing  speeches,  dialogues,  quartettes,  etc., 
from  their  bands,  and  by  obtaining  the  aid  of  adults  as  needed.  And,  to- 
gether with  the  Director  and  the  Committee  on  Music,  they  shall  pi-epare 
a  programme  before  each  meeting  for  the  use  of  the  President. 

5.  Order  of  Exercise  for  Regular  Meeting  : 


(1.)  Devotional  Exercises. 
(2).  Reading  and  approval  of  Minutes. 
(3.)  Report  of  Treasurer. 
(4.)  Report  of  Corresponding  Secre- 
tarv. 


(5.)  Report  of  Bands. 
(6.)  Unfinished    and 

Business. 
(7.)  Programme. 
(8.)  Adjournment. 


Miscellaneous 


REPORTS  OF  GONFEREiNGE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 


CENTRAL  OHIO  COHFEREHCE. 

The  AVoman's  Home  Missionary  Society  of  this  Conference  was  organ- 
ized at  the  session  of  the  Conference  held  in  Marion,  September,  1881. 

The  Vice-presidents  and  District  Secretaries  were  chosen  upon  recom- 
mendation of  the  Presiding  Elders ;  but  man}'  of  the  ladies  thus  appointed 
without  previous  consultation,  declined  active  service. 

The  one  who  accepted  the  work,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Belt,  of  Marion,  has  been 
doing  excellent  service.  She  reports  five  auxiliaries  from  Delaware  Dis- 
trict, and  the  receipt  of  $161.70,  forty-one  dollars  of  which  was  given  for 
special  work.  There  has  also  been  organized  an  Auxiliary  at  Fremont, 
which  has  paid  sixty  dollars,  and  constituted  Mrs.  R.  B.' Hayes  a  Life 
Member. 

An  all-day  meeting  was  held  at  Lakeside  in  August,  presided  over  by 
Mrs.  Hayes,  at  which  addresses  were  made  by  Bishops  Wiley  and  War- 
ren, and  many  others,  arousing  much  enthusiasm  on  the  subject  of  Home 
Missions.  As  a  proof  of  its  success,  a  Lakeside  Auxiliary  was  formed, 
which  bids  fair  to  be  a  permanent  organization. 

Mrs.  Wm.  G.  AYilliams,  Corresponding  Secretary. 


• 


J 


22  WOMA  N  'S  HOME  MISSION  A  R  Y  S  0 '  'IE  TV 


CINCINNATI  CONFERENCE. 

Tjie  work  was  or<j:iinized  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  September,  1881.  In 
East  ('incinnati  District  tliere  have  been  formed  live  Auxiliaries,  five 
Juvenile  Bands,  and  two  Committees.  AVest  Cincinnati  District  has  nine 
Auxiliaries,  six  Bands,  and  three  Committees. 

Dayton  District  has  one  Auxiliary,  one  Band,  and  one  Committee. 
There  are  two  Auxiliaries  in  Hillsboro  District,  and  the  same  number  in 
Si)ringfield  District.  One  Life  Member  has  been  reported  from  Eipley 
District. 

Most  of  these  organizations  have  been  effected  in  the  last  six  months. 
There  has  been  collected  in  the  conference  for  the  General  Fund,  $1,036.68; 
for  the  Utah  Fund,  .'^240,  and  as  a  special  aid  to  the  Savannah  Mission, 
$161.25.  ]\Irs.  C.  Larkin  Williams,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 

In  this  Conference  ten  Auxiliaries  have  been  organized,  $324.64  have 
been  gained  for  the  General  Fund,  and  $25  for  the  Utah  Fund,  while  a 
pledge  has  been  given  that  five  hundred  dollars  w'ill  be  contributed  next 
year.     One  hundred  dollars  of  last  year's  receipts  were  raised  in  Cleveland. 

]Mks.  J.  B.  Cory,  Corresponding  Secretm^j. 

NORTH  OHIO  CONFERENCE, 

This  Conference,  though  not  fully  organized,  promises  to  be  an  efficient 
helper  in  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society. 

There  are  at  present  six  Auxiliaries  doing  active  work,  the  member- 
ship of  which  amounts  to  two  hundred.  The  Auxiliaries  have  contributed 
bv  membership  fees  $138.65 ;  and  have  also  collected  forty  dollars  for  the 
Utah  Fund. 

Four  Vice-presidents  have  been  appointed,  and  they  anticipate  a  year 
of  increased  intei'est  and  success  in  the  work. 

]Mrs.  E.  a.  Underwood,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

J\Irs.  B.  H.  Miller,  of  Ashland,  also  reported  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars, 
raised  by  a  Juvenile  Band,  for  a  special  mission,  and  the  amount  of  twenty 
dollars  at  present  in  their  treasury. 

ROCK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

The  organization  at  Evanston  w"as  voluntary,  and  took  place  before  the 
Conference  Secretary  had  received  her  appointment.  This  Auxiliary  con- 
sists of  thirty-nine  members,  and  has  raised  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars,  sixty  dollars  of  which  was  for  the  Utah  Fund. 

The  work  of  the  Conference  Secretary  has  been  general.  Being  ap- 
pointed in  June,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  commence  the  work  by 
presenting  it  at  the  Camp-meetings  and  the  Conference,  and  this  has  been 
done  with  the  following  results : 

At  the  Lake  Bluff  Missionary  Convention  a  society  was  organized  of 
fourteen  members,  and  $150  pledged  for  the  Utah  Fund.  At  De's  Plaines 
Camp-meeting  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  was  presented  in  connection 
with  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  an 
Auxiliary  was  formed,  consisting  of  sixteen  members,  and  $150  pledged 
for  the  Utah  Fund. 

The  work  in  Chicago  and  vicinity  has  been  commenced  on  the  plan  of 
a  Union  Society  of  the  Methodist  Churches.  This  plan  it  was  thought 
would  make  it  possible  for  weak  Churches  to  participate  in  the  work. 
Nothing  has  as  yet  been  attempted  by  public  meetings  and  addresses  in 


REI'(>RTH  OF  CONFERENCE  SECRETARIES.  23 

the  city  to  arouse  attention  and  give 'impulse  to  the  work.  This  is  an- 
ticipated for  the  coming  Winter.  There  are  already  sixteen  members  in 
the  Chicago  Union;  total  amount  of  money  pledged,  §448. 

Mrs.  Olivek  M.\ijcy,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

ERIE    COHFERENCE. 

August  1,  ISSO,  an  Auxiliary  was  organized  in  Reno,  Penn.  This  Aux- 
iliary was  among  the  first  organized  in  connection  with  the  Woman's  Home 
Missionary  Society.  At  the  session  of  the  Erie  Conference,  held  in  Corry, 
Penn.,  Mrs.  Dr.  R.  S.  Rust  organized,  on  September  25,  1880,  the  Erie  Con- 
ference Society.  This  Society  has  been  reported  as  the  first  formed  in  the 
history  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society. 

During  the  first  year  our  Conference  Society  did  not  come  into  com- 
plete working  order ;  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  a  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Board  was  held,  and  the  work  so  systematized  that  our  pro- 
gress has  since  been  manifestly  accelerated.  At  this  meeting  our  Execu- 
tive Board  authorized  the  preparation  of  a  hand-book  of  reference  and  in- 
struction, which  was  published  and  has  been  supplied  to  the  officers  of  all 
our  Auxiliaries  throughout  the  Conference.  From  the  first  movement  in 
the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  in  our  Conference, 
there  has  been  the  utmost  harmony  between  this  Society  and  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  because  we  saw  that  the  new  Society  was 
simply  the  remaining  part  of  the  great  commission  given  us,  "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  Gosjiel  to  every  creature."  A  number  of  our 
Auxiliaries  hold  their  monthlj^  meetings  conjointly,  yet  having  their  organ- 
izations perfectly  distinct.  With  the  two  Presidents  on  the  rostrum,  the 
two^  Secretaries  at  the  table,  and  the  programme  equally  divided,  the  har- 
mony of  effort  and  feeling  is  happily  maintained.  In  Franklin  District 
will  be  held,  in  a  few  days,  a  Di.strict  Missionary  Meeting,  in  which  both 
the-  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  and  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society  will  unite,  being  represented  by  delegates. 

The  present  condition  of  the  Woman's  Home  INIissionary  Society  in 
Erie  Conference  is  as  follows:  Number  of  Auxiliaries,  12.  (The  twelfth  was 
organized  at  close  of  year,  and  is  not  included  in  the  financial  statement. ) 
No.  annual  members,  287 ;  No.  life  members,  3 ;  total,  290.  No.  Juvenile 
Societies,  3;  (No.  of  members  of  these  Societies  not  reported;  the  third  of 
these  was  organized  at  close  of  year.)  Financial  statement :  Total  amount 
of  moneys  contributed  during  the  past  year,  $482.85  ;  total  number  of  boxes, 
4;  total  value  of  boxes,  $100.50;  total  moneys  and  boxes,  S583.35.  In  the 
above  amount  are  included  seven  shares  in  the  Home  Building  of  Salt 
Lake  Seminary. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Erie  Conference  Society,  September  25, 
1880,  the  following  amount  has  been  contributed :  Moneys,  $605.42 ;  boxes, 
$161.50;  total,  $766.92.  We  move  slowdy,  but  we  do  move,  and  we  moYe 
onward.    To  God  be  all  the  praise. 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Culver,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

HEW  EKGLAIID  CONFEREKCE. 

The  Annual  Conference,  in  1881,  cordialh^  approved  the  work  of  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  ajipointed  a  committee  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  to  organize  a  Conference  Society.  This  was  accomplished 
during  the  year,  and  Auxiliaries  formed  at  Lynn  and  Maiden.  Also,  a 
missionary  was  supported  one  year  at  Chattanooga  by  the  efibrts  and  con- 
tributions of  Rev.  V.  A.  Cooper.  In  Mai-ch,  general  meetings  were  held  in 
churches  in  Boston  and  neighboring  cities,  and  since  then  five  Auxiliaries 
have  been  added  to  the  Conference  Society.  Last  year  three  beneficiaries 
were  aided  in  Clark  University,  Atlanta,  by  ^Nlrs.  Dr.  Ladd,  who  contrib- 
utes this  year  a  scholarship  of  fifty  dollars  annually.     Ladies  in  Maiden 
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contributed  six  life  memberships  before  the  organizfition  of  an  Auxiliary. 
The  Society  at  Lynn  Common  includes  one  life  nicmljcr,  and  has  con- 
tributed to  the  Utah  fund.  It  pledges  for  the  coming  year  $400,  the  sum 
re(iuired  to  support  a  teacher  in  Utah.  The  outlook  for  the  work  in  the 
(Conference  iK  i>romising. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  was  unexpectedly  detained  from  the  An- 
nual ■Meeting,  and  sent  a  written  report. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Gratan,  Corresponding  Secretarij. 

UPPER  IOWA  CONFEREHCE. 

This  Conference  is  but  just  beginning  to  organize  Auxiliaries  to  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society.  In  Anamosa  there  is  a  sniall  Auxil- 
iar_v;  and  in  September  a  Society  was  organized  at  Dubuque,  consisting  of 
sixteen  mcndjers. 

At  the  late  session  of  the  North  Iowa  Conference,  the  cause  was  pre- 
sente(l  ])y  the  Conference  Secretary;  and  not  only  did  she  receive  a  kind 
welcome  from  the  Bishop  and  ministers,  but  a  permanent  oi-ganization  was 
ett'ected,  and  the  Conference  pledged  to  earnest  work  for  Home  Missions. 

The  prospects  are  bright  for  the  future,  and  we  trust  the  next  year  will 
furnish  a  report  of  much  good  done  by  the  AVoman's  Home  Missionary 
Society  in  this  Conference. 

Mrs.  CoI;.  Springer,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

MICHIGAN  CONFERENCE. 

But  recently  organized,  this  Conference  has  six  Auxiliaries,  and  has 
contributed  one  share  to  the  Utah  Fund.  In  answer  to  the  call  for  help 
from  the  needy  missionary  preachers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
the  Auxiliaries  have  raised  and  sent  thither-  clothing,  provisions,  and 
money  to  the  amount  of  $307.76. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

SOUTH-EAST  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

This  conference  has  but  two  Auxiliaries,  one  in  Greensburg,  and  one 
in  Lawrenceburg.  The  former  was  organized  a  year  ago  in  July,  and  is 
full  of  enthusiasm  for  the  work.  From  this'Society  two  of  the  most  active 
Christian  missionaries  have  been  sent  to  labor  in  Ogden,  and  hence  it 
naturally  has  a  deep  interest  in  that  mission  field,  and  has  desired  that  its 
funds  shall  go  to  the  mission  work  in  Utah. 

The  Lawrenceburg  Auxiliary,  though  just  formed,  has  thirty-two 
members,  and  promises  much  for  the  future. 

Since  Bishop  Wiley's  able  presentation  of  the  cause  at  the  last  Con- 
ference, much  interest  has  been  awakened ;  and  we  trust  that  at  the  next 
Annual  Meeting,  instead  of  only  two  Auxiliaries,  we  shall  report  one  in 
every  charge  in  our  Conference. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

UTAH  CONFERENCE. 

The  Conference  has  not  been  organized,  but  a  Corresponding  Secretary 
has  been  appointed,  and  two  Auxiliaries  formed.  These  Auxiliaries,  one 
in  Ogden,  and  one  in  Salt  Lake  City,  are  doing  most  effective  work.  There 
is  great  need  of  missionary  labor  all  through  this  State.  The  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society  has  supported  teachers  in  the  schools  which 
were  established  in  Ogden  and  Salt  Lake  City  by  the  Parent  Missionary 
Society.  These  schools,  through  which  we  trust  to  reach  the  people  more 
quickly  than  in  any  other  way,  have  each  been  attended  by  more  than  one 
hi;ndred  scholars.     The  teachers,  by  Christian  training,  try  to  open  their 
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eyes  to  the  sin  witliin  tlicir  own  homes,  and  to  show  tlicm  the  purity  and 
nohleness  of  a  (Jliiistian  life  'JMicse  youth,  well  educated,  with  hearts 
given  up  to  Christ's  service,  will  Ijc  the  strongest  factor  in  transforming 
the  homes  and  Christianizing  tlie  people. 

The  Auxiliaries  in  these  places  have  also  divided  the  two  cities  into 
sections,  and  sent  out  Cliristian  ladies  to  visit  the  homes  in  each  section, 
thus  striving,  as  far  as  ])Ossihle,  to  reach  the  hearts  of  tlie  ^Mormon 
women.  Tlie  Ogden  Auxiliary  has  raised  during  the  year  over  two  iiun- 
dred  dollars,  and,  hy  the  advice  of  the  General  Executive  Board,  the  money 
has  heen  appropriated  to  assist  the  mission  work  in  that  place.  The  Aux- 
iliary in  Salt  Lake  City  rei)orts  thirty-four  dollars  as  raised  through  mem- 
bershii)  fees  and  tea  meetings. 

Mks.  A.  D.  Adkixson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  OF  AKRON.  OHIO. 

TiiK  Society  was  organized  January  7,  1881,  with  forty-six  names,  and 
has  increased  \o  fifty-live,  at  present  actively  engaged  in  the  work.  We 
have  one  life  member,  and  have  sent  to  the  aid  of  5liss  Cowgill's  work,  in 
New  Orleans,  three  boxes  of  clothing,  Bibles,  and  literature  for  Church  and 
Sabbath-scliools,  valued  respectively  at  fifteen,  thirty-five,  and  seventy-five 
dollars.  The  Society  has  paid  S106.25  dues  to  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society.  Our  prayer  is  for  wisdom  and  strength  to  go  on, 
though  we  are  sometimes  almost  discouraged  because  we  can  do  so  little 
when  the  need  is  so  great. 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Farrae,  Corresponding  Secreta'nj. 

In  Akron  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  pro^dded  the  organ- 
ization by  Avhich  a  needed  local  work  was  accomplished.  Last  December 
it  appointed  a  committee  to  care  for  the  several  hundred  colored  people  in 
the  city  who  were  poor  and  in  need  of  Christian  sympathy  and  guidance. 
Thej'  had  no  suitable  place  for  worship,  and,  besides,  were  embarrassed  by 
debt.  Aided  and  encouraged  by  these  ladies,  they  now  have  a  neat  and 
comfortable  church,  well  finished,  and  able  to  seat  over  two  hundred  per- 
sons. "The  Church  is  organized  with  trustees,  steward,  and  a  good  Sabbath- 
school,  which  numbers  seventy  scholars,  and  has  a  library  of  165  volumes. 
A  committee  of  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  aid  in 
the  superintendence  and  teaching."  This  has  been  secured  at  a  cost  of 
$860.06  in  money  and  contributions  of  seats,  books,  etc.,  given  by  the  citi- 
zens, outside  of  the  treasury  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society.  By 
developing  the  strength  of  the  Church  at  home,  the  Society  may  become  a 
blessing  to  every  community  where  it  is  organized.  And  in  proportion  as 
the  Church  is  strong  and  prosperous,  of  course,  will  be  its  ability  to  labor 
successfully  in  the  mission  sections  of  our  own  country  and  in  other  lands. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OH  MISSIOHARY  CAHDIDATE3. 

Questions  and   Requirements  for  Candidates  Applying 'for  Work  in  the  Woman's  Home 
Missionary  Society. 

Questions  : 

1.  Do  you  feel  that  you  are  moved  by  the  love  of  souls  and  the  provi- 
dence of  God  to  take  upon  you  the  work  of  a  Home  iMissionary? 

2.  Have  you  an   experimental  knowledge  of  salvation  through  the 
atonement  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord? 

3.  Do  you  believe  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
as  set  forth  in  Section  2  of  the  Discipline  ? 
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4.  Have  you  a  thorough  English  education  ? 

5.  In  Avhat  schools  have  you  taught,  and  with  what  success? 

G.  Have  you  knowledge  of  music,  either  vocal  or  instrumental? 

7.  AVhat  is  tlie  condition  of  your  health? 

8.  "Wliat  are  your  domestic  relations? 

Candidates  will  answer  hy  testimonials  to  each  of  these  questions. 
RiajuiKEMENTs — Scctiou  I : 

1.  A  missionary  candidate  must  be  moved  by  an  earnest  desire  for  the 
advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  a  willingness  to  labor  for  it  accord- 
ing to  lier  ability. 

2.  She  must  present  a  certificate  of  health  from  a  competent  physician, 
and  give  satisfactory  answers  to  the  medical  questions  authorized  by  the 
General  Executive  Board. 

3.  She  must  furnish  satisfactory  testimonials  of  education  from  reliable 
and  competent  authority ;  also  of  her  ability  to  teach,  and  of  her  success 
if  a  teacher. 

4.  Financial  and  executive  ability,  power  to  adapt  herself  to  surround- 
ing circumstances,  and  some  experience  in  domestic  economy,  enabling  her 
to  direct  mothers  and  children  to  a  better  home-life,  are  qualifications 
necessary  to  success. 

Section  II. — 1.  All  missionaries  in  the  employ  of  the  Woman's  Home 
Missionary  Society  will  be  expected  to  devote  their  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  their  work,  as  their  temporal  necessities  will  be  provided  for  by  the 
Society. 

2.  They  will  be  required  to  send  monthly  and  annual  reports  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary,  or  to  the  Committee  having  charge  of  their  work. 

3.  They  will  be  urgently  requested  to  furnish  in  their  reports  any  items 
or  incidents  of  special  interest,  in  a  manner  suitable  for  publication. 

4.  They  shall  incur  no  expense  during  the  year  to  be  met  by  the 
Society,  the  estimate  for  which  has  not  previously  been  submitted  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  in  charge  of  their  work. 

5.  They  shall  credit  all  donations  received  for  the  support  of  their 
work  to  the  Society  in  their  monthly  i-ef)orts. 

6.  The  Society  agrees  to  pay  the  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  its 
missionaries  to  their  mission  fields,  and  from  the  fields  when  recalled  by 
the  Board ;  their  salaries  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  the  mission  field. 

7.  Every  lady  to  be  employed  by  this  Society  will  be  required  to 
signify  her  willingness  to  comply  with  the  above  rules  by  signing  her 
name  thereto.  Mes.  J.  L.  Whetstone,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  Secretary. 

BEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OK  SUPPLIES  FOR  MISSION  FIELDS. 

Our  missionaries  need  materials  to  carry  on  industrial  schools,  and  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  destitute;  and  a  useful  work  of  Auxiliaries  will 
be  to  collect  second-hand  clothing,  and  prepare  simple  garments  ready  to 
be  made  by  those  who  need  to  be  taught  sewing ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  We  recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Executive  Board,  to  have  direction  of  supplies  for  the  work. 

Resolved,  2.  That  Auxiliaries,  preparing  boxes,  send  a  list  of  their  con- 
tents, with  the  estimated  value  of  the  same,  to  said  committee. 

Resolved,  3.  That  Auxiliaries  pay  the  freight  on  all  supplies  sent  to  the 
mission  fields.  Mrs.  Bishop  Wiley,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OH  PROMOTinG  INTEREST  IK  AUXILIARIES. 

1.  We  recommend  that  quarterly  Tea  meetings  be  held  to  assist  the 
Auxiliaries  financially  and  socially,  by  bringing  in  aid  from  those  outside 
of  the  Society. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES.  27 

2.  Art  Loan  Exhiliitions  and  Youiif?  People's  Coiux-rts  are  legitimate 
means  for  advancing'  wortliy  causes,  and  may  Ijc  used  by  our  Auxiliari<-s. 

3.  Interest  may  often  l;e  awakened  in  the  monthly  meetings  by  a  short 
Bible  reading  bearing  directly  on  missionary  work. 

4.  We  approve  the  By-law  requiring  a  Standing  Literarj'  Committee. 

Mrs.  L.  a.  Belt,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Wright,  Secretary. 


REPORT  ON  BENEFICIARIES. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  approve  the  use  of  money  in  providing  school  opportuni- 
ties for  promising  young  girls. 

Eesolved,  2.  That  the  amount  to  be  expended  for  each  Beneficiary,  and 
the  length  of  time  such  aid  shall  be  continued,  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  General  Executive  Board. 

Resolved,  3.  That  Beneficiaries  of  this  Society,  on  the  completion  of 
their  studies,  are  expected  to  enter  upon  fields  of  usefulness  as  teachers  or 
missionaries. 

Resolved,  4.  That  a  Committee  of  three,  of  which  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  shall  be  chairman,  be 
appointed,  to  have  superintendence  of  this  work;  and  this  Committee  shall 
report  to  the  General  Executive  Board. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  Oliver  Marcy,  Secretary. 


REPORT  ON  FORMULATED  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  AUXILIARIES. 

1.  Shall  a  person  be  counted  a  member  who  has  subscribed  and  not 
paid  the  membership  fee  ? 

Ans.  Yes ;  unless  that  person  is  able  and  refuses  to  pay. 

2.  Shall  a  person  be  so  counted  who  has  not  paid  the  membership  fee, 
but  has  made  special  contributions? 

Ans.  Such  persons  shall  be  made  Honorary  members. 

3.  Shall  Auxiliaries  report  their  funds  directly  to  the  General  Treas- 
urer or  to  the  Conference  Treasurer? 

Ans.  Auxiliaries  shall  remit  and  report  all  moneys  to  Conference  Treas- 
urer.    (See  By-law^s  for  Auxiliaries,  No  5.) 

Mrs.  C.  Y.  Culver,  Secretary. 


REPORT  ON  CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS. 

Resolved,  1.  To  approve  the  Constitution  for  Juvenile  Societies  as  printed ; 
also,  the  forms  for  use  of  missionaries,  and  for  officers  of  Conference  and 
Auxiliary  Societies  in  making  monthly  and  quarterly  reports. 

CONSTITUTIOX. 

.  Resolved,  2.  To  change  Sec.  2,  Art.  4,  so  as  to  read  "  one  manager  or 
more,"  etc. 

Resolved,  3.  To  add  to  Sec.  1,  Art.  Y,  "and  the  pastor  is  requested  to 
report  the  collections  of  this  Society  at  the  annual  conference." 

Resolved,  4.  From  Sec.  1,  Art.  YII,  to  drop  the  words  "  It  will  work  in 
harmony  with  the  other  connectional  societies  of  the  Church ;"  and  insert 
the  following  sections: 

(1.)  This  Society  will  work  in  harmony  with,  and  under  the  supervision 
of,  the  authorities  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  the  following  particulars : 
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a.  "Tlie  appointment,  emiiloyment,  and  remuneration  of  its  mission- 
aries shall  be-  snbject  to  the  ajiproval  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Soeiety  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Cluirch." 

b.  "The  fields  of  labor  and  the  general  plans  and  designs  of  work  of 
this  Society  shall  be  snbject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcojial  Church." 

c.  "All  the  missionaries  supported  by  tlie  AVoman's  Home  Missionary 
Society  shall  labor  under  the  direction  of  the  authorities  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  and  if  in  a  mission,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions that  govern  the  other  missionaries  in  that  particular  mission." 

d.  "The  funds  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  shall  not  be 
raised  by  collections,  nor  by  subscriptions  taken  during  any  regular  Church 
service,  nor  in  Sunday-schools,  but  shall  be  raised  by  securing  members, 
life  members,  honorary  members,  managers,  and  jjatrons,  and  by  such 
other  methods  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  JNIanagers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  will  not  interfere  with 
the  collections  and  contributions  for  the  treasury  of  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 

(2.)  a.  "The  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  shall  be  the  general 
Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society." 

b.  "  He  shall  receive  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Executive 
Board  all  moneys  collected  for  the  AVoman's  Home  Missionary  Society, 
open  an  account,  and  credit  all  money  so  received  to  the  said  AVoman's 
Home  Missionary  Society." 

c.  "  He  shall  pay  only  on  the  order  of  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
AA^'oman's  Home  Missionary  Society." 

d.  "  He  shall  render  accounts  at  such  times  (monthly  or  quarterly)  as 
may  be  fixed  by  the  AA^oman's  Home  Missionary  Society." 

(3.)  "The  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall 
act  as  the  Trustee  of  the  AVoman's  Home  Missionary  Society  in  all  matters 
of  legacies,  and  in  holding  for  them  real  estate  or  other  trusts,  as  the  AVom- 
an's Home  Missionary  Society  may  desire." 

{4.)  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  AVoman's 
Home  Missionary  Society,  which  determines  its  work  for  the  year,  shall  be 
so  arranged  that  its  plans  may  be  submitted  to  the  authorities  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  for  aj^proval  at  their  Annual  Meeting  in  November." 
Resolved,  5.  To  change  Sec.  3  to  Sec.  5  in  Art.  VII. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Mrs.  L.  D.  McCabe,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OK  MISSIONARY  IHTELLISEHCE. 

Whereas,  We  recognize  the  need  of  a  medium  for  the  dissemination 
of  missionary  intelligence  among  all  our  people ;  and. 

Whereas,  It  seems  unadvisable  at  present  to  attempt  the  publication  of 
an  organ  of  our  own;  therefore, 

Besolved,  1.  That  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
three  ladies  on  AVays  and  Means,  w'ith  power  to  begin  the  ijublication  'of  a 
paper  at  any  time  should  the  way  open. 

Resolved,  2.  That  until  such  time  as  we  have  an  organ  of  our  own,  we 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  lady  who  shall  arrange  for  and  furnish 
Home  Missionaiy  intelligence  for  each  of  our  Church  papers,  as  follows: 

Western  Christian  Advocate — Mrs.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Pittsburg  Christian  Advocate — Mrs.  AV.  A.  Ingham,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Zion's  Herald — Mrs.  AV.  W.  Foster,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Neu-  York  Christian  Advocate — Mrs.  Mary  Haven  Thirkield,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Northern  Christian  Advocate — ]\Irs.  L.  D.  McCabe,  Delaware,  O. 
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Michigan  Christian  Advocate — Mrs.  J.  H.  Bayliss,  Cincinnati. 

California  Christian  Advocate — ISIrs.  O.  Marcy,  Evanston,  111. 

So  nth- western  Christian  Advocate — ^Slrs.  J.  C.  Ilartzcll,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Atlanta  Christian  Advocate — Mrs.  L.  M.  Dunton,  Greenville,  S.  C. 

St.  Louis  Christian  Advocate — ^liss  Anna  E.  Fish,  Meadville,  Penn. 

Juvenile  Home  Missionary  Department  in  all  the  Advocates — Mrs.  Fidelia 
Hildt  DeWitt,  Cincinnati,  (). 

Resolved,  3.  That  a  Leatlet  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  consisting 
of  the  following  ladies:  ^Irs.  W.  G.  Williams,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Chairman; 
IMrs.  R.  A.  Campbell,  Traverse  City,  :\Iichigan ;  3Irs.  W.  R.  Santley,  Well- 
ington, Ohio;  Mrs.  O.  ^tlarcy,  Evanston,  111.;  Mrs.  L.  3L  IHinton,  Green- 
ville, Sonth  Carolina  ;  Miss  Anna  Clark,  Boston,  Massachusetts;  I\Irs.  AV.  P, 
Thirkield,  Cincinnati,  O.  ]\Irs.  W.  G.  Wilmams,  Chairman. 

INIks.  J.  B.  CoKY,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  CCilMITTEE  CH  FINANCE  AND  MISSION  FIELES. 

Eesolved,  1.  That  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  appeal  to  the 
Church  for  $20,000,  which  is  the  least  amount  that  will  enable  the  Society 
to  meet  the  urg-ent  demands  for  aid  in  our  own  country. 

Eesolved,  2.  That  $10,000  be  appropriated  as  follows": 

For  w'ork  among  the  Indian  tribes, SoOO 

For  ]Mormon  work, • 2,000 

For  New  :Mexico, 1,000 

For  New  Orleans, 1,000 

For  Savannah, 1,200 

For  South  Carolina, 400 

For  Atlanta, 800 

For  Nashville •    .    .  600 

For  Holly  Springs, 800 

For  Northern  Michigan, 100 

For  Texas, 600 

For  Alaska, 1,000 

The  above  amounts  and  all  additional  moneys  that  may  be  raised  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  work,  are  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Executive  Board.  Mas.  R.  S.  Rust,  Chairman. 

]\Irs.  Col.  Spkixger,  Secretary. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

MRS.  A    R.  CLARK,  in  Account  with  the  General  Executive  Board  of  the  Woman's  Horns 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

From  Ortober  3  1,   1SSO,  to  October  31,  JSS?. 

RECEIPTS  FROM   CINCINNATI    CONFERENCE  DIVISION. 

Mrs.  Wii.  EuxYAX,  Mrs.  C.  Lakkix  Williams, 

Conference  Secretary.  Assistant. 

(qo  Genei^al  Fund. 

Cincinnati,  Wesley  Chapel,  So.OO ;  Asbury,  SlO.OO ;  Trinity,  So.OO  ;  Mt. 
Auburn,  S213.00  (including  S180.00  from  Mrs.  John  L.  Whetstone  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  work  in  Savannah)  ;  Walnut  Hills,  S163.00 ;  Loveland  Camp, 
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$11.00;  Xeniii,  First  Church,  $10.00;  Lebanon  ("Young  Ladies'  Circle"), 
$4.00;  rieasant  Ridge,  $24.20;  Madisonville,  $20.00.  West  Cincinnati  Dis- 
trict:  Cincinnati,  St.  Paul.  $251.50;  Delhi,  $2.55  ;  York  Street,  $10(5.25  ;  Mc- 
Lean, $15.00;  Weslevan  Female  College,  $45;  Eaton,  $60.00  (including 
$50.00  from  Mrs.  E.  Meharrv);  Hamilton  (Little  Girls' Band),  $11.00 ;  Sugar 
Valley,  $8.00;  Springfield,  $26.89;  Ur):)ana  Camp,  $14.00;  Hillsboro,  $12.00; 
Rains'boro,  $10.00 ;  I'iqua  (Col.),  $3.29  ;  Middlctown,  $6.00.     Total,  $1,036.68. 

ohio  conference  division. 

Mrs.  a.  M.  Brush,  Confehenck  Secretary. 

Columbus,  $78.15;  Delaware,  $10.17;  Hanging  Rock  (a  band),  $20.00; 
Jasper  (Col.),  $4.00;  Contribution,  Mrs.  Walker,  $5.00;  Mrs.  Waller,  $1.00. 

Total,  $124.32. 
north  ohio  conference  division. 

Mrs.  W.  a.  Underwood,  Conference  Secretary. 

Wellington.  $75.00;  Norwalk  (Col.),  $6.40;  Mansfield,  $14.00;  Ashland, 
$25.00;  Wooster,  First  Church,  $15.00;  Donation  (E.  S.  Tompkins),  $3.25. 

Total,  $138.65. 

EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  DIVISION. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Coey,  Conference  Secretary. 

Cleveland,  First  Church,  $100.00;  Prospect  Street,  $20.00 ;  Tallmadge, 
$11.62;  Concord,  $1.00;  Ashtabula,  $15.25;  West  Farmington,  $9.00;  Ge- 
neva, $42.02 ;  Saybrook,  $8.28  ;  Akron,  First  Church,  $106.25;  Perry,  $5.00; 
Rose  Corner,  $5.22  ;  A  friend,  $1.00.  Total,  $324.64. 

central  ohio  conference  division. 

Mrs.  W.  G.  Willlams,  Conference  Secretary. 

Delaware,  AVilliams  Street,  $37.50 ;  Marion,  $20.00 ;  Upper  Sanduskv, 
$3.00  ;  Fremont,  $60.00.  Total,  $120.50. 

kentucky  conference  division. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Savage,  Conference  Secretary. 

Covington,  Union  Church,  $86.00;  Wilhng  Workers  (a  band),  $20.00 ; 
Contribution  by  Mrs.  Winston,  $4.00  ;  Mrs.  Brown  (by  Mrs.  Savage),  $1.00. 

Total,  $111.00. 

SOUTH-EAST  INDIANA  CONFERENCE  DIVISION. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Chafee,  Conference  Secretary. 

Greensburg,  $18.75  (to  be  appropriated  to  work  in  Ogden,  Utah) ;  Law^- 
renceburg,  $2.00.  Total,  $20.75. 

rock  river  conference  division. 

Mrs.  Oliver  Makcy,  Conference  Secretary. 

Evanston,  $92.00 ;  Des  Plaines,  $15.00.  Total,  $107.00 

upper  iowa  conference  division. 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Springer,  Conference  Secretary. 

Anamosa,  contribution  from  Rev.  Mr.  Isbell,  $2.00 ;  Mrs.  Springer,  $2. 
'  Total,  $4.00. 

west  texas  conference  division. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Richardson,  Conference  Secretary. 
Galveston,  $50.00.  Total,  $50.00. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
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ERIE  CONFERENCE   DIVISION. 

Miw.  C.  V.  Culver,  CoNKJSiiENCK  8ji;chet.\]iv. 

Reno,  $72.84;  Chautanquii,  $90.1!) ;  Ellington,  $.59.83 ;  Franklin,  S44.5o; 
Victory,  $19.82;  North  East,  $14.20;  ]<:si)yvillc;,  $10.00  (to  be  api>ropriated 
to  Mrs.  Lewis,  Havannah) ;  Meadville,  $100.00  (to  be  a))proi)riated  to  Savan- 
nah); Jamestown,  $47.0-')  (to  be  ap])roi)riated  to  work  in  Utahj;  Titusville, 
$10.00  (for  Savannaii) ;  Olarion  (including  $10.00  from  "Cheerful  Workers), 
$40.82 ;  Two  memberships,  $2.00.  Total,  §.317.90. 

PHILADELPHIA   CONFERENCE    DIVISION. 

Miss  Julia  A.  Okum,  Conference  Secretary. 

Philadelphia  Conference  collections,  $19.00;  Germantown,  Haines 
Street,  $50.00;  Grace  Church,  $.35.00;  Mrs.  Charles  Scott,  $25.00  (special  do- 


nation). 


Total,  $129.00. 


new  york  conference. 

,  Conference  Secretary. 


Collections,  $11.75.  Total,  $11.75. 

troy   CONFERENCE   DIVISION. 

Miss  Jennie  Gibson,  Conference  Secretary. 
Troy  Conference  collection,  $17.62.  Total,  $17.62. 

northern    NEW^   YORK    CONFERENCE    DIVISON. 

,  Conference  Secretary. 

Madrid,  $40.00;  collection,  $4.00.  Total,  $44.00 

new  england  conference  division. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Gratan,  Conference  Secretary. 

New  England  Conference,  $100.00;  Maiden,  $52.00 ;  Wilbraham,  $3.00; 
Lawrence,  $17.00  (including  $15.00  legacy  of  Mrs.  i\Iartha  Young) ;  West 
Bridgeport,  $1.00;  Springfield,  $34.50;  Worcester,  Grace  Church,  S40.00; 
Lynn,"^  $75.00 ;  Lowell:  St.  Paul,  $5.00;  Center  Street,  $5.00;  South  Street, 
$13.00 ;  Boston,  N.  E.,  $10.00  ;  Amherst,  $10.00.  Total,  $365.50. 

VERMONT  CONFERENCE  DIVISION. 

,  Conference  Secretary. 


Wilmington,  $10.00. 


Total,  $10.00. 


MAINE  CONFERENCE  DIVISION. 


-,  Conference  Secretary, 


Kent's  Hill,  $23.00;  Dexter  (Legacy  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Foy),  $100.00. 

'  Total,  $123.00. 

From  Other  Sources. 

New  Jersey  Conference,  $2.00 ;  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Shadd,  Cherokee,  Iowa, 
$20.00;  S.  C.  Scofield,  Elgin,  111.,  $25.00;  Noah  Perrin,  by  Dr.  Bucklv, 
$25.00;  a  friend,  Rome  City,  Ind.,  $4.00;  a  friend,  Peru,  Ind.,  §2.50;  J. 
McDaniel,  Pineville,  Ind.,  $3.00;  Mrs.  R.  E.  Burlington,  Kansas,  $5.00; 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Bradford,  $1.00;  Mrs.  G.  Abbie,  Coal  Citv,  Ind.,  $5.00;  a  friend, 
$5.00;  a  friend,  $1.00;  Mrs.  Mary  Brown,  Lincoln,'  Nebraska,  S5.00 ;  Mrs. 
Jane  Dorman,  Holman,  Ind.,  $5.00;  Mrs.  Anna  Reed  Granger,  §1.00;  Mrs. 
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Emma  R.  Smith,  Utah,  111.;  $1.00;  Miss  J.  Cowgill  (col.),  $5.04;  Bisliop 
Pavne,  $10.00;  Mrs.  Julia  Carpenter,  $5.00;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Boggs,  Boonesboro, 
Iowa,  $l'.00;  I\Irs.  D.  C.  Cramar,  Carboiulale,  Kansas,  $1.00  ;  S.  C.  Mulberrv, 
$3.00;  R.  B.  Concord,  $1.00;  Emma  L.  R.  Smith,  A'ictoria,  111.,  $1.00;  Mrs. 
Rosa  Agard- West,  New  Orleans,  $20.00;  Mrs.  Dyer,  Saratoga,  $15.40;  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Daniel,  $1.00;  Mrs.  Harriet  C.  Brown,  '$1.00;  :Mrs.  Parker,  India, 
$1.00;  3Iiss  Buddy,  Kingston,  Penn.,  $1.00;  Mrs.  Goodman,  Kingston,  $1.00; 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Couch,  Indiana,  .$:>.00  ;  Master  George  Boyd  (mite-box).  Marietta, 
Ga.,  $1.03;  a  friend,  $1.00;  Mrs.  A.  Arnold,  South  Whittlesv,  Ind.,  $27.00; 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Fuller,  Masonville,  $2.00 ;  Mrs.  Preston,  Ravenna,  $1.00;  a  friend, 
Las  Vegas,  ]\Iexico,  $1.00;  Mrs.  Tinsley  Waugh,  India,  $1.00;  collections 
from  friends,  $3.00 ;  Lakeside,  $24.00.  Total,  $242.97. 

SUMMARY. 

JtECEIVTS. 

Received  from  Cincinnati  Conference  Division $1,036  68 

"  Ohio                       "  "  124  32 

"  North  Ohio           "  "  138  65 

"  East  Ohio               "  "  324  64 

"  Central  Ohio        "  "  120  50 

"  Kentucky              "  "  Ill  00 

"  S.  E.  Indiana        "  "  20  75 

"  Rock  River            "  "  107  00 

"  Upper  Iowa          "  "  4  00 

"  Houston                "  "  50  00 

"  Erie                        "  "  517  90 

"  Philadelphia         "  "  129  00 

"            "  New  York              "  "  11  75 

"  Troy                        "  "  17  62 

"  North  New^  York  "  "  44  00 

"  New  England        "  "  365  50 

"  Vermont                "  "  10  00 

"  Maine                    "  "  123  00 

Other  sources, 242  97 

Interest  on  bequest, 35  21 

$3,534  49 
Deficit 910  68 


$4,445  17  , 


EXPENDITUn  ES. 


Paid  Miss  Abbott,  Missionary  Salary  and  Traveling  Expenses,  .  $149  00 

"     Lampton,         "              "                       "                "           .  67  00 

"     Cowgill, 576  15 

"     Mrs.  Bristol, ' 591  87 

"     Miss  Kimball,          "              "                       "                "           •  258  00 

"     Beeken, 155  10 . 

"     Mrs.  Dunton,            "              "                       "                "           •  331  50 

"     Lewis, 388  50 

"     Miss  James, 217  95 

"     Smith 150  00 

"     Stevens,            "              "                       "                "           •  400  00 

"     Bardwell, 400  00 

"     Mrs.  Bentlev, 105  00 

"     Williams, '  105  00 

"     Mss  Turney, 5  00 


SPECIAL  FUND.  33 


Paid  Dr.  Durnell  (for  Traveling  Expenses  to  Savannah),  ....  '^l?,  50 

"     Attorney  (Copying  Bequest), 2  80 

"     Printing, 247  40 

"    Expressage,  Telegraphing,  Postage,  Stationery,  Blank  Books,  281  .34 

Total, $4,445  17 


Special  Fund. 

Boarding  Department  of  Salt  Lake  Seminary,  Utah. 
JtECEtPTS. 

Cincinnati  Conference  Division. — Cincinnati :  AVahiut  Hills,  i?15.00  ; 
St.  Paul,  $65.00  (including  $50.00  from  Dr.  R.  S.  Rust) ;  Christie,  $10.00  (:SIrs. 
Johnson);  York  Street,  $50.00  (Mrs.  Zimmerman) ;  Fairmount,  $50.00  (Mrs. 
Coffin) ;  Dayton,  $10.00  (Mrs.  Parrott) ;  Xenia,  $10.00;  Eaton,  $20.00 ;  Rains- 
boro,  $10.00.  "         Total,  $240.00 

Ohio  Conference  Division. — Columbus  (Rev.  A.  C.  Hurst),  $10.00 ; 
Delaware :  St.  Paul,  $30.00.  Total,  $40.00 

North  Ohio  Conference  Division. — Norwalk,  $10.00 ;  Wooster,  $10.00 ; 

Mansfield,  First  Church,  $10.00;  (Contribution)    Mrs.  McDermott,  $10.00. 

Total,  $40.00. 

East   Ohio  Conference   Division. — Cleveland,   First  Church,   $10.00; 

Geneva,  $10;  Perry  (Mrs.  Excel),  $5.00.  Total,  $25.00. 

Central  Ohio  Conference  Division. — Delaware  (Mrs.  S.  F.  Steinbeck), 
$10.00 ;  Wm.  Eastgate  (Marion),  $1.20 ;  Mt.  Victory,  $10.  Total,  $21.20. 

South-east  Indiana  Conference  Division. — Greensburg,  Total,  $23.50. 

Rock  River  Conference  Division. — Evanston,  $60.00;  Chicago,  $23.48; 
Viola,  111.,  $10.00 ;  Oak  Park,  $10.00 ;  Oak  Park  "  Band,"  $10.00.  Total,  $113.48. 

Erie  Conference  Division. — Reno,  $10.00 ;  Chautauqua,  $20.00 ;  El- 
lington, $10.00 ;  Franklin,  $10.00 ;  Jamestown,  $20.00.  Total,  $70.00. 

Philadelphia  Conference  Division.  —  Philadelphia,  Grace  Church, 
$10.00 ;  Germantown,  Haines  Street,  $75.00 ;  Mauch  Chunck,  $20.00  ;  Col. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Marsland,  $10.00.  Total,  S115.00. 

New  York  Conference  Division. — New  York  :  (Special  Contribution), 
Mr,  Oscar  Spencer,  $50.00;  Mrs.  J.   Marshall,  $10.00;  Mrs.  Welsh,  $10.00. 

Total,  $70.00. 

Troy  Conference  DivisiON.^Albanv,  $50.00;  Guilderland,  $7.20;  Cob- 
bleskill,  $5.60.  '  Total,  $62.80. 

New  England  Conference  Division. — "Worcester:  Grace  Church, 
$10.00;  Trinity,  $6.00 ;  Chelsea,  $5.00 ;  Springfield,  $6.00;  Lynn,  $10.00. 

Total,  $37.00. 

Maine  Conference  Division.— Kent's  Hill,  $10.00.  Total,  $10.00. 

Michigan  Conference  Division. — Kinderhook,  $10.00.      Total,  $10.00. 

Total,  $877.98. 

OTHEn    SOURCES. 

Mrs.  Jane  E.  Shadd,  Cherokee,  Iowa,  $10.00 ;  Mrs.  M.  "Wallace,  Ham- 
mondsville,  $10.00 ;  Mrs.  George  Alexander,  Allegheny,  $5.00 ;  Mrs.  R.  Q. 
Hawkins,  Neptune,  O.,  $2.00;  "Mrs.  M.  Marshall,  Eureka,  O.,  $10.00;  Mrs. 
S.  B.  Darnell,  Jacksonville,  $10.00;  Mrs.  D.  Cobb,  MinneapoHs,  $10.00; 
Miss  Helen  Henderson,  Greenfield,  111.,  $10.00 ;  :Mrs.  M.  F.  Stickel,  Barr's 
Station,  111.,  $10.00;  Mrs.  Wm.  Brounscombe,  Honesdale,  $5.00;  Mrs.  James 
Haws,  Wilmington,  0.,  $10.00,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Kimmercol.  Kingsville,  $5.00; 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Hawkins,  Warren,  $1.00 ;  [Mrs.  M.  S.  Cutter,  $1.00  ;  ]Mrs.  S.  :M. 
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Templeton,  $10.00 ;  Winchester,  a  Friend,  $3.00 ;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Moore,  East 
Oranjie,  N.  J.,  $10.00 ;  From  Friends  (col.  bv  :\liss  E.  E.  Hawkins),  $5.00;  Col. 
bv  :\nss  Ilattie  A.  Fuller,  $10.00  ;  Mrs.  Ella  G.  Gardner,  Louisville,  Kv., 
$iO.OO.  .  Total,  $147.00. 

SUMMARY. 

nncEii'Ts  Fon  ui.iu  fund. 

Cincinnati  Conference  Division, $240  00 

Ohio                    "  "            40  00 

North  Ohio        "  "            40  00 

East  Ohio          "  "            25  00 

Central  Ohio     "  "           21  20 

South-east  Indiana  "           23  50 

Rock  River        "  "           113  48 

Erie                     "  "           70  00 

Philadelphia      "  "            115  00 

New  York          "  "            70  00 

Trov                    "  "            G2  80 

New  England    "  "           37  00 

Maine                 "  "            10  00 

]\Iichigan            "  "            10  00 

Other  Sources, 147  00 

Total, $1,024  98 


Special  Fund  for  Beneficiaries. 

JtECEIPTS. 

New  England  Conference. — Dr.  Ladd,  Maiden,  Mass., $60  00 

Mrs.  Dr.  Ladd,  Maiden,  Mass, 50  00 

Rev.  V.  A.  Cooper, 209  00 

Erie  Conference. — Espyville  Auxiliary  (Dr.  Mendenhall) 12  50 

Espyville  Auxiliary, 5  00 

Cincinnati  Conference. — "Fairmount"  Lucy  Hayes  Mission  Band,  65  00 

Mt.  Auburn  (for  Annie  Arnold), 24  50 

Miss  Marie  Thompson, •    .  1  00 

Maine  Conference.— Kent's  Hill  (R.  E.  Bisbee), 21  00 

Central  Ohio  Conference. — Mrs.  S.  A,  Clason, 10  00 

South  East  Indiana  Conference, 49  00 

Other  contributions. — Bishop  Warren,  to  Avork  in  S.  C, 72  50 

Mrs.  Somers,  D.  C, 5  00 

$584  50 
EXFEXniTVJtES. 

Scholarships. — To  girls  in  Clark  University, $60  00 

To  girls  in  East  Tennessee  University, 32  00 

To  girls  in  Augusta  College, 12  00 

To  girls  in  Central  Tennessee  College, 15  00 

To  girls  in  Claflin  University, 25  50 

To  girls  in  Cookman  Institute, 35  00 

School  work  in  Ogden, 49  00 

Miss  James,  Chattanooga 209  00 

Mrs.  Dunton,  South  Carolina, 72  50 

Total, $510  00 

Balance  to  next  year, 74  50 

$584  50 


SPECIAL  FUND. 


Special  Fund, 

To  be  Used  in  the  Extension  of  the  Work  as  Requested  by  Donors. 
ItECEJ  I'TS. 

CiN'ciNNATi  CoNTERExcE. — Rcv.  Dr.  Rust,  publication  of  Dr.  Ridg- 

way's  Address, $28  00 

Mrs.  John  Davis, 67  50 

A  Friend,  F.  A.  S., 20  00 

Cextral  Ohio  Conference. — Delaware:  Mr.  Brandebury  (for  tracts)    10  00 

Ch.wtauqua  and  Lakeside  contributions  to  AVoman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society, 175  00 

Chautauqua  Assembly  Grounds. — Mr.  Lewis  Miller,  So. 00;  Dr. 
R.  S.  Rust,  S5.00 ;  Mr.  Studebaker,  So.OO ;  Mr.  Francis  Root, 
$5.00 ;  Dr.  Flood,  $5.00, 25  00 

To  be  expenderl  in  the  purchase  of  Chautauqua  HeraVlt,  giving  ac- 
count of  Home  Mission  ilay  at  Cliautauqua  (to  be  distributed  among 
the  Auxiliaries  of  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society). 

Total, $325  50 

expendituhes. 

To  Methodist  Book  Concern  (publication), $28  00 

Tracts  for  Savannah  Mission, 10  00 

To  expense  of  meetings  at  Chautauqua  and  Lakeside  in  the  interest 

of  Home  Missions, 175  00 

To  Committee's  "  traveling  expenses  "  to  New  England, 67  50 

To  Committee  on  Conference  Organization, 12  50 

To  Cincinnati  Conference  Secretary, 7  50 

To  Chautauqua  Heralds,     .   .   .    .   ' 25  00 

Total,  .    .    .   : $325  50 


Special  Fund— Furnishing. 


Gr. 

FoK  Savannah  Home  foe  Missionaries. — St.  Patil,  Cin- 
cinnati, $106.60  ;  AValnut  Hills,  $19.75  ;  York  Street, 
$22.50 ;  Mt.  Auburn,  $7.50 ;  Trinity,  $.5.00,  .    .  Total, 

For  N.\shville. — Friends  in  Cincinnati,  $177.00 ;  Teach- 
ers and  students  in  Xashville,  $50.00,    ....  Total, 


Total,   .   . 
By  furnishing, 


€x. 


$161  35 


00 


S388  35 
$388  35 


BEQUEST. 

Sr. 
Camden,  New  York,  bequest  from  Mrs.  Sarah  X.  Boughton, 


.  $1,175  65 


I 
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GBNBF^AL   ^ASH    pGGOUMT. 

OCTOBER  31,  1882. 

Received  to  date,  j3r. 

General  Fund, §3,534  49 

Deficit,* •      910  68 

^,445  17 

Utah  Fund, 1,024  98 

Beneficiary  Fund, 584  50 

Extension  Fund, 325  50 

Furnishing  Fund, 388  35 

Bequest, 1,165  75 

$7,934  25 
Paid  to  date,  Cr. 

General  Fund, f4,445  17 

Beneficiary  Fund, 510  00 

Extension  Fund, 325  50 

Furnishing  Fund, 388  35 

Balance  to  Next  Year. 

Utah  Fund, 1,024  98 

Beneficiary  Fund, 74  50 

Bequest, 1,165  75 

$7,934  25 

*This  amount  has  been  borrowed  to  meet  the  current  needs  of  the  Society. 


Detailed  Report  of  Supplies. 

BOXES  AND  THEIR  VALUES. 

Ohio  Coxference — Delaware,  St.  Paul,  two  boxes,  $50.00 ;  Columbus, 
Union  Auxiliary,  one  box,  $60.00.  Total,  $110.00. 

North  Ohio  Conference — Wellington,  five  boxes,  S564.00;  Mansfield, 
one  box,  $100.00 ;  Ashtabula,  one  box,  $23.00 ;  Tallmadge,  one  box,  $14.50 ; 
Akron,  four  boxes,  $167.00;  West  Farmington,  one  box,  $25.00. 

Total,  $893.50. 

Central  Ohio  Conference — Fremont,  one  box,  §100.00. 

Erie  Conference — Espvville,  one  box,  $36.00 ;  Meadville,  one  box, 
$29.00;  Titusville,  one  box,"  $20.00;  Clarion,  one  box,  $15.00;  Ellington, 
one  box,  $25.00.  Total,  $125.00. 

South  East  Indiana  Conference— Greensburg,  $60.00. 

Michigan  Conference — Albion,  two  boxes,  $121.91;  Lansing,  $74.00 ; 
Eaton  Rapids,  $58.00.  Total,  $253.91. 

SUMMARY. 

Ohio  Conference, $110  00 

North  Ohio  Conference, 893  50 

Central  Ohio  Conference, 100  00 

Erie  Conference, 125  00 

South  East  Indiana  Conference, 60  00 

Michigan  Conference, 253  91 

$1,542  41 

I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct. 

Mrs.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Auditor. 


Life  Members. 


Mrs.  Gilbert  Haven, 

Dr.  N.  G.  Ladd, 

Mrs.  A.  1).  Sargent, 
"     Samuel  Cox, 
"     INlary  D.  Upham, 
"     E.  Meharry, 
"     K.  H.  Rust, 

Mr.  D.  C.  Scofield, 

Mrs.  K.  Caldwell, 
M     J.  Banks, 
"    J.  L.  Whetstone, 
"     W.  F.  Stewart, 
"    Rosa  A.  West, 
"    J.  Simpkinson, 

Miss  Mary  Benedict, 

Mrs.  N.  W.  Harris, 

"    Mix, 

"     Col.  Hinman, 

Mks.  R.  M.  Hatfield, 

*  Made 


Mrs.  Lemuel  Cox, 

"     Isaac  Newhall, 

"     Lawrence  Cox, 

"     N.  G.  Ladd, 
Rev.  V.  A.  Cooper, 
Mrs.  v.. A.  Cooper, 

"     Augustus  Wessel, 

"     Amos  Shinkle, 

"     Cleora  B.  Savage, 
"•■■"Master  George  Savage 

Brooks, 
Mrs.  Jane  E.  Shadd, 

"     H.  Daggett, 

"     A.  A.  Horton, 

"     Hannah  Barber, 

"     Mary  B.  Ingham, 

"    John  Davis,. 

"    R.  S.  Rust, 
Dk.  John  Davis, 

Life  Member  by  Rev.  Geo.S.  Savage. 


Mrs.  F.  S.  Hoyt, 
Rev.  F.  S.  Hoyt, 
Mrs.  I.  W.  Joyce, 
"     A.  R.  Clark, 
"     Bishop  Wiley, 
"     Abbie  Woods, 
Bishop  Vv'^aiTen, 
Mrs.  Charles  Scott, 
Rev.  R.  S.  Rust, 
Mrs.  W.  Z.  Davis, 
"     Peabody, 
"     Elmira  Arnold, 
"     Lucy  W.  Hayes, 
Mother  Stewart, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Gratan, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Whetstone, 
Rev.  R.  M._  Hatfield, 
Noah  Perrin. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GORRESPONDING  SECRETARY. 


"  The  object  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  is  to  enlist  and 
organize  the  efforts  of  women  to  co-operate  with  the  other  societies  and 
agencies  of  the  Church  in  behalf  of  women  and  childi'en  in  our  own 
country,  who  are  in  need  of  Christian  help." 

The  Society  was  organized  in  Cincinnati,  July  6,  1880,  by  Christian 
ladies  of  this  city  and  vicinity,  but  it  did  not  enter  upon  its  work  till  the 
Fall,  receiving  its  fi^rst  contribution  in  September,  and  sending  its  first  mis- 
sionary in  October. 

This  being  the  first  formal  representation  of  the  Association  in  an  an- 
nual report,  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  the  motives  which  led  to  its  organiza- 
tion, for  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  did  not  have  its  origin  in 
the  impulse  of  hasty  thought  and  feeling  on  the  part  of  a  few  enthusiastic 
women  in  Cincinnati,  but  in  a  deep  and  "wddespread  conviction  in  the 
hearts  of  Christians  throughout  thg  entire  Church.  The  sentiment  had 
been  strengthening  for  years  in  the  minds  of  many  earnest  men  and  women 
in  the  Methodist  Church,  that  there  was  need  of  a  special  w^ork  in  behalf 
of  the  ignorant  and  neglected  women  and  children  in  our  own  land. 

Those  interested  in  establishing  our  missionary  and  educational  work 
in  the  South  and  West,  found  that  their  efforts  were  greatly  weakened  by 
the  conditions  of  want  and  wretchedness  and  vice  in  the  homes  of  the 
people;  that  the  teaching  of  the  pulpit  and.  the  school  could  accomplish 
but  little  amid  so  much  demoralizing  influence.  They  appealed  to  the 
women  for  aid,  as  in  the  nature  of  the  case  it  was  a  work  that  could  not  be 
successfully  accomplished  by  men.  The  women  of  the  Church  had  re- 
sponded to  a  similar  appeal  in  behalf  of  women  and  girls  in  foreign  lands, 
and  yet  of  the  more  than  one  million  female  members  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  less  than  seventy  thousand  are  engaged  in  that  w-ork. 
This  fact  gave  assurance  that  a  home  mission  work  could  be  carried  on 
without  burdening  the  Church  or  those  already  enlisted  in  the  foreign 
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work.  But  \vc  could  not  entertain  tlio  tlioui^ht  that  those  whose  hearts 
liad  been  touched  by  the  love  of  Jesus  in  behalf  of  our  In'nighted  sisters 
abroad  would  consent  to  have  their  synipatliies  and  charities  confined  to 
this  sinjile  benevolence,  and  take  no  part  in  the  movement  of  bringing  to 
Christ  the  multitudes  that  Hock  to  our  shores  and  the  neglected  ones  in 
destitute  parts  of  our  own  country.  In  common  with  our  brethren  we 
are  anxious  to  cast  our  bread  upon  all  waters,  and  particii)ate  in  every  en- 
terprise designed  to  relieve  human  sutiering  and  save  the  world.  Our 
sisters  laboring  in  foreign  fields  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  organization  of 
this  home  work.  ]\Irs.  Parker,  missionary  in  India,  and  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  others,  have  sent  mem- 
bership fees  for  the  Home  Society,  thus  joining  hands  with  us  in  the  effort 
to  s;ive  this  country  for  Christ,  for  which  object  every  true  missionary  at 
home  or  abroad  has  great  solicitude.  * 

The  ladies  who  undertook  to  inaugurate  the  Woman's  Home  Mission- 
ary Society  were  inexperienced  in  such  work,  and  they  hesitated  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility  and  the  publicity  it  involved;  but  believing  they 
had  heard  the  c^ll  of  the  Savior,  they  hastened  to  obey  his  command. 
They  knew  that  the  women  of  the  Church  did  not  realize  that  wretchedness 
and  heathenism  existed  to  such  an  alai'ming  extent  in  various  parts  of  our 
own  country,  and  that  the  enterprise  could  not  be  carried  forward  without 
great  labor. 

The  organization  of  a  new  society  was  not  undertaken  till  other  means  of 
accomplishing  the  work  had  failed.  Efforts  had  been  made  to  secure  the  ob- 
ject through  one  of  the  existing  societies  in  the  Church,  biit  it  was  found  that 
neither  of  them  was  so  organized  as  to  be  able  to  include  this  special  work. 

Failing  to  secure  a  recognition  of  the  claims  of  the  home  field  by  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  which  was  the  only' association  in  the 
Church  controlled  by  women  that  could  co-operate  with  us  in  work  for 
women,  missionaries  were  em]3loyed  and  sent  by  private  enterprise  to 
needy  localities  in  the  South.  The  most  important  of  these  efforts  was 
that  inaugurated  in  New  Orleans  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Hartzell,  and  sustained 
through  several  years  under  the  care  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid  Society.  A 
mission  was  established  in  Atlanta,  originating  in  a  gift  for  "  Work  among 
Freedwomen"  by  the  mother  of  the  lamented  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven. 
Bishop  Warren  takes  a  deep  interest  in  this  work,  and  has  sustained  a 
missionary  at  his  own  expense  for  more  than  a  year  in  Atlanta,  and 
another  in  South  Carolina.  / 

The  last  General  Conference  approving  this  work,  and  the  demands  for 
aid  in  various  sections  of  the  country  being  so  urgent.  Christian  ladies 
felt  impelled  to  organize  a  Society  to  aid  in  evangelizing  the  destitute 
portions  of  our  country.  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Societies  had  been 
organized  in  several  other  religious  denominations,  and  this  encour- 
aged the  Methodist  women  to  organize  one  in  our  own  Church.  It  was 
also  an  encouraging  coincidence  that,  unknown  to  each  other,  and  almost 
at  the  same  time  the  organization  was  effected  in  Cincinnati,  a  similar 
movement  was  projected  in  Philadelphia,  favored  by  Bishop  Warren,  Dr. 
Kynett,  and  other  influential  persons  of  that  city.  But  the  greatest  en- 
couragement to  the  movement  has  been  given  by  Bishop  Wiley,  who  aided 
in  its  organization  and  has  given  it  the  best  efforts  of  his  pen,  his  eloquence, 
and  his  money.  , 

THE   FIELD   OF  THE   SOCIETY. 

The  fields  of  labor  of  the  Society  will  be  determined  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  at  the  annual  sessions.  This  Board,  made  up  of  delegates  from  all 
the  Conference  Societies,  will  select  the  localities  most  urgently  demanding 
missionar}^  labor,  and  appropriate  to  these  localities  the  money  which  the 
contributing  Conferences  have  placed  in  the  common  treasury.  A  great  im- 
pulse has  been  given  to  Christian  obligation  inChurches  where  Auxiliaries 
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have  been  organized.  Comniittofs  have  been  formed  to  look  after  the  needs 
of  the  destitute,  and  to  briiiu' them  into  ('liristian  sympathy  and  Cliurch 
fellowBhi]),  tliuH  ,strcngth('iiiiig  the  Cliui'f-h  at  J)ome. 

If  there  was  no  other  need  for  the  Woman's  Home  ^Missionary  Society 
than  to  insi)ire  the  Churcli  to  ed'orts  in  behalf  of  the  suireriiig  ones  of  our 
great  cities,  it  would  liave  an  important  field  of  usefulness.  Eut  it  is  to\yard 
the  frontiers  South  and  West  that  its  attention  sliould  now  be  s[)ecially 
directed,  leaving  to  prosperous  Christian  Churches  the  duty  of  providing 
for  those  requiring  aid  in  their  midst.  In  these  less  favored  sections  there 
are  dangers  from  the  aggressive  institutions  of  Mormonism,  the  wrongs  of 
the  Indians,  the  fearful  ignorance  and  degradation  in  New  Mexico  and 
various  parts  of  the  South,  as  well  as  from  the  tide  of  immigration  flow- 
ing in  upon  us  from  the  East  and  from  the  West,  tliat  may  well  claim 
the  attention  of  the  Christian  and  the  philanthropist,  and  cause  the 
statesman  and  the  patriot  to  tremble  for  the  safety  of  our  Christian  in- 
stitutions. 

Woman's  heart  beats  responsive  to  human  suffering,  and  she  hastens 
to  its  relief.  When  the  cry  of  agony  from  the  hospitals  where-  England's 
warriors  were  suffering  and  dying  swept  over  the  land,  Floi'cnce  Nightin- 
gale heard  the  sad  wail,  and  rushed  to  the  rescue,  and  the  world  resounds 
with  praises  of  this  heroic  act.  When,  in  the  hour  of  her  need,  America's 
sons  freely  laid  fame  and  home  on  the  altar  of  country,  and  thousands  of 
them  lay  bleeding  on  dismal  battle-fields,  or  were  suffering  the  tortures  of 
hunger,  cold,  and  fever  in  dreary  prisons,  the  women  of  the  nation  has- 
tened to  their  relief.  And  now  we  feel  certain  that  as  soon  as  the  women 
of  our  Church  know  that  millions  of  our  sisters  are  wearing  out  weary  lives 
of  wretchedness,  in  homes  of  poverty  and  degradation,  from  which  death 
furnishes  the  only  relief;  that  multitudes  of  helpless  children  are  coming 
into  these  miserable  homes  to  enter  surely  upon  lives  of  vice  that_  will  Vje 
continual  menaces  to  our  civilization,  they  will  come  to  their  aid  with 
prayer  and  consecrated  giving. 

Dear  sisters,  from  cabins  in  the  South,  and  Indian  wigwams,  and  adobe 
houses,  and  Mormon  harems,  and  Chinese  quarters,  hands  are  reaching 
out  to  us  for  help ;  wistful,  yearning  faces  are  turned  toward  us,  pleading 
with  dumb  eloquence  for  counsel  and  guidance.  Shall  we  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  appeal,  and  grant  them  no  relief  ? 

A  plaintive  wail  of  human  misery  is  vibrating  through  the  land.  It 
has  reached  the  ear  of  God,  and  the  Savior  stands  pleading  in  their 
behalf,  assuring  us  that  if  we  shall  render  assistance  to  the  least  of  these 
suffering  ones  we  shall  do  it  unto  Him. 

WHAT  HAS  BEEN  ACCOMPLISHED  BY  THE  SOCIETY — MISSION AKY  TEACHEES. 

Miss  Josephine  Cowgill  has  been  two  years,  and  Miss  Beeken,  ]\Ii-s. 
Bentley'  and  Mrs.  Williams  each  one  year  in  New  Orleans ;  Miss  James  one 
year  in  Chattanooga  and  one  year,  in  Atlanta;  Mrs.  Bristol  one  and  one- 
half,  and  Miss  Kimball  and  Miss  Abbott  each  one  year,  in  Atlanta ;  ^liss 
Lampton  one  season  in  Nashville;  Mrs.  Dunton  two  years  in  Greenville 
District,  South  Carolina ;  Mrs.  Bristol  and  Mrs.  Lewis  since  December  in 
Savannah,  Georgia ;  in  Utah,  INIiss  Bardwell  has  been  one  j'ear  in  Salt  Lake, 
and  Miss  Smith  and  Miss  Daily  each  one  year  in  Ogden.  Others  have 
labored  without  salary  in  destitute  places  for  shorter  periods  of  time. 
These  ladies  have  studied  the  needs  of  their  respective  fields,  and  have 
adopted  the  line  of  work  best  calculated  to  benefit  the  people. 

In  New  Orleans,  Miss  Cowgill  and  ]Miss  Beeken  devoted  themselves  to 
familj^  visitation  and  to  Sunday-school  and  evangelistic  work,  inspiring  the 
people  to  improve  their  homes,  educate  their  children,  and  live  honest 
lives.  Industrial  schools  have  been  established,  in  which  women  and  girls 
are  prepared  for  practical  life.    The  labors  of  these  ladies  in  New  Orleans 
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have  been  greatly  blessed,  and  the  poor  people  look  upon  them  as  angels  of 
mercy.     We  quote  from  tlie  monthly  report  of  one  of  them : 

"  April — Thirty  days  of  labor.  Visited  377  families  ;  gave  eighty-three 
Bible  readings;  addressed  twenty-two  sewing-schools  and  children's  meet- 
ings ;  brought  into  these  meetings  during  the  month  920  jiersons ;  aided  in 
seven  Sunday-schools  and  other  meetings;  brought  into  Sunday-schools 
twenty-live  persons." 

]\irs.  Bristol,  IVIiss  Kimball,  and  Miss  Abbott,  in  Atlanta;  Miss  Lamp- 
ton,  in  Nashville,  and  Mrs.  Lewis,  in  Savannah,  have  conducted  a  mission 
work  of  the  s;xme  character;  their  labors  yielding  abundant  fruitage  of 
souls  saved,  thriftless  homes  changed  to  neatness  and  comfort,  and 
lives  inspired  to  purer  motives  and  higher  efforts. 

]\Iiss  James  commenced  her  labors  among  the  colored  people,  but  she 
found  so  much  wretchedness  and  poverty  among  the  wdiites,  that  she  felt 
com]ielled  to  give  much  of  her  time  to  them.  The  sufferings  of  the  peojde, 
resulting  from  ignorance  and  vice,  were  truly  heartrending,  and  she  was 
distressed  that  she  could  not  do  more  to  relieve  their  wants. 

Mrs.  Dunton  has  had  a  Avider  field.  Her  husband  is  presiding  elder 
in  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  with  eighty  charges  in  his  district,  and 
she  has  accompanied  him  on  his  visits  over  the  district.  During  two  years 
of  labor  she  has  organized  Sunday-schools  in  nearly  every  charge,  and 
with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy-five.  She  addresses  the  people,  en- 
forces the  laws  of  health,  the  sanctity  of  the  family  relation,  and  gives  in- 
struction in  the  practical  moralities  essential  to  the  Christian  home.  She 
has  organized  thirteen  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Unions,  with  a 
membership  of  over  fifteen  hundred,  and  juvenile  temperance  societies  in 
nearly  every  Sunday-school ;  and  through  these  influences  8,500  persons 
have  signed  the  temperance  pledge  in  this  district,  and  the  Prohibition 
ticket  triumphed  at  the  late  election. 

When  we  remember  that  in  large  sections  of  this  countrj''  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  all  the  people,  white  and  colored,  above  ten  years  of  age  are 
uneducated,  and  that  ignorance,  superstition,  and  vice  go  hand  in  hand,  we 
can  appreciate  the  blessing  that  the  efforts  of  Christian  ladies  ai-e  to  these 
communities.  They  find  pastors  who  do  not  own  a  Bible,  and  could  not 
read  it  if  they  did,  and  Churches  and  Sunday-schools  deplorably  destitute 
of  everything  necessary  to  carry  on  the  services  intelligently. 

The  ladies  engaged  in  Utah  have  taught  in  the  schools  established  by 
the  JMissionary  Society  in  Ogden  and  Salt  Lake  City.  They  have  visited 
the  homes  of  the  people  wherever  they  could  gain  access  to  them,  winning 
the  confidence  of  the  Mormon  mothers,  and  securing  the  attendance  of 
their  children  at  school.  These  Mormon  Territories  offer  a  promising  field 
for  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society.  The  pulpit  can 
not  successfully  reach  the  people,  as  Mormons  do  not  enter  the  churches, 
and  few  Gentiles  in  Mormon  communities  have  courage  enough  to  favor 
such  services.  Adult  Mormons  are  very  rarely  converted  to  Christianity, 
but  the  children  can  be  reached  by  Christian  education,  and  ladies  are 
much  more  successful  than  men,  as  only  ladies  can  gain  access  to 
the  homes. 

SPECIAL  WOKK. 

In  view  of  the  peril  to  our  Christian  institutions  from  Mormonism,  as 
women,  we  take  the  deepest  interest  in  the  overthrow  of  that  system  of  in- 
iquity, and  believing  that  Christian  education  is  essential  to  the  protection 
of  the  people  from  this  delusion,  and  that  a  Christian  school  well  estab- 
lished in  the  center  of  Mormonism  will  be  a  power  for  good,  the  Society 
has  appealed  to  the  Church  for  $5,000,  to  erect  a  home  and  boarding  de- 
partment for  the  Seminary  at  Salt  Lake  City.  That  sum  has  been  divided 
into  five  hundred  shares  of  ten  dollars  each,  and  friends  have  been  asked 
to  aid  by  taking  one  or  more  of  these  shares.  We  earnestly  appeal  for  the 
full  amount  required  to  complete  the  building  before  September,  1883. 
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KKXEFICIAKIES. 

There  are  thousands  of  promising  voung  girls  in  tlie  Soutli  and  West 
who  have  not  the  means  to  attend  school.  A  comparatively  small  sum, 
judiciously  appropriated  to  their  use,  will  enable  tliese  young  persons  to 
remain  in  school  long  enough  to  fit  tliemselves  for  usefulness.  The  schools 
established  by  the  Church  offer  to  students  an  o])portunity  to  meet  a  part 
of  their  expenses  by  service;  fifty  dollars,  and  often  twenty-five  dolliws, 
will  enable  a  girl,  with  what  she  and  her  friends  can  provide,  to  remain  in 
school  a  year.  Such  assistance  has  been  rendered  to  j)upils  in  Central 
Tennessee"  College,  the  Ladies'  Seminary,  Augusta,  Ky. ;  Clark  Universitjr, 
Atlanta,  Ga. ;  East  Tennessee  University,  Athens,  Tenn. ;  Claflin  Uni- 
versity, Orangeburg,  S.  C,  and  Cookman  institute,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  Ap- 
peals for  aid  have'  come  to  us  from  Utah,  Arizona,  and  2sew  Mexico. 

MISSION  BANDS, 

Or  juvenile  societies,  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society, 
have  been  organized  in  many  places.  The  work  of  supporting  beneficiaries 
is  particularly  calculated  to  interest  young  persons.  They  sympathize  witb 
those  less  favored  than  themselves,  and  willingly  do  what  they  can  to 
aid  them. 

THE   IXCY   HAYES   MISSION   BAND, 

Of  Fairmount,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  organized  September  17,  1881,  was  the  first 
juvenile  society  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society.  Thirty- 
five  have  been  enrolled  as  members,  ranging  in  age  from  five  to  fifteen. 
The  record  of  this  pioneer  of  the  Juvenile  Societies  is  highly  creditable, 
and  can  not  fail  to  stimulate  others  in  this  good  work.  They  have  aided 
four  beneficiaries — two  white  and  two  colored  girls,  S65;  Camp  Washing- 
ton Mission,  $25;  Fairmount  Mission,  S25 ;  church  improvements,  S35.33; 
local  charities,  $S ;  balance  in  treasury,  S21.02.  (The  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  encourages  local.  Church  and  charitable  work,  but  this  is 
not  entered  in  its  reports.) 

ESTABLISHMENT   OF   THE  WORK. 

The  Society  has  had  no  paid  agents  or  officers  to  organize  the  w"ork, 
and  the  burden  has  fallen  heavily  on  a  few  Avomen  w"ho  have  done  what 
they  could  in  organizing  Auxiliaries,  and  collecting  funds  in  such  localities 
as  they  could  reach.  The  enterprise  has  been  approved  by  formal  action 
'  in  forty-three  of  our  Annual  Conferences.  Ministers  readily  appreciate  the 
importance  of  lifting  up  the  neglected  women  of  the  country,  for  they 
know  that  if  they  are  left  in  ignorance  and  degradation,  future  generations 
will  feel  the  terrible  effects  of  this  neglect,  and  the  best  hopes  of  the  Nation 
will  be  blighted.  The  chief  hindrances  to  the  rapid  inauguration  of  this 
movement  have  been  the  hesitancy  felt  by  some  in  welcoming  a  new  society 
into  the  Church,  the  indifference  of  another  class,  and  the  pre-occupation  of 
many  in  other  branches  of  Church  work.  Xotwithstanding  these  embar- 
rassments. Conference  Societies  have  been  established  in  eleven  Confer- 
ences. Six  of  these  associations  are  eftective — New  England,  Cincinnati, 
Central  Ohio,  Ohio,  Rock  River,  and  Erie.  In  this  connection  it  is  an  in- 
teresting fact  that  the  first  auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society  was  organized  at  St.  Paul  Church,  Delaware,  O.,  July  27,  1880,  and 
the  second  was  organized  at  Reno,  Penn.,  August  1,  ISSO,  by  Mrs.  C.  Y. 
Culver,  and  the  first  Conference  Society  was  formed  at  Corry,  Penn.,  Erie 
Conference,  September  27,  1880. 


CONFEEENCE  SECKETAKIES 


Have  been  appointed  in  fourteen  other  Conferences,  while  Auxiliary  Soci- 
eties have  been  formed  in  Churches  in  various  parts  of  the  country.' 
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Tlie  deep  interest  felt  in  the  Society  by  tliose  laboring  in  mission  sec- 
tions is  a  strong  testimony  to  the  utility  of  its  work.  Societies  have  been 
formed  in  many  of  these  outposts  of  the  Church,  and,  although  they  work 
under  many  discouragements,  they  have  the  strongest  faith  in  its  ultimate 
success. 

At  Salt  Lake,  the  ladies  of  the  Society  divided  tlie  city  into  sections, 
and  arranged  to  visit  Mormon  families  wherever  they  could  gain  access  to 
them. 

At  Ogden,  the  ladies  have  labored  with  energy  and  success. 

An  Auxiliary  of  fifty-two  members  has  been  formed  in  the  Cheyenne 
Nation,  Indian  Territory.  They  heard  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society,  and  believing  it  a  good  work,  organized  a  Society,  and  sent  this 
request:  "The  members  are  willing  to  work  if  they  know  how.  We  ask 
your  prayers  and  advice,  that  our  infant  Society  may  prove  a  blessing  both 
to  others  and  ourselves." 

The  AVest  Texas  Conference  has  special  claims  upon  our  sympathy. 
Women  within  the  bounds  of  this  Conference  organized  a  Society,  raised 
money,  and  collected  materials  for  aid  of  the  aged  and  the  needy  in  their 
midst.  This  Society  has  paid  fifty  dollars  into  the  general  treasury  in  addi- 
tion to  its  local  disbursements.  Kindred  organizations  throughout  the 
South  might  be  established,  and  a  large  amount  of  money  collected,  could 
suitable  persons  be  found  to  act  as  agents  in  the  execution  of  this  plan. 
This  would  develop  self-reliance  among  the  people  and  furnish  stimulus 
for  effort  and  improvement. 

woman's  home  missionary  society  op  the  pacific  coast. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  this  association  proposing 
a  union  of  the  two  Societies.  Its  work  is  in  behalf  of  the  Chinese  people 
in  their  midst,  and  is  carried  on  under  the  care  of  the  Missionary  Society. 
A  union  of  the  branches  of  the  Women's  Home  Mission  Work  of  the 
Church  seems  very  desirable,  and  if  the  contemplated  arrangement  for 
co-operation  with  the  Missionary  Society  be  effected  the  work  of  women 
for  women  in  this  country  will  probably  be  transferred  to  this  Society. 


Funds  to  enlarge  the  work  where  it  has  been  commenced  and  estab- 
lish it  in  new  and  needy  localities.  Our  Society  should  support  twenty 
teachers  the  coming  year  in  the  Mormon  Territories,  as  many  more  among 
the  Indians  and  the  people  of  New  Mexico,  and  scores  would  not  meet  the 
demand  in  the  South. 

Homes  foe  Oue  Missionaries. — To  make  the  work  permanent  and  ef- 
fective, the  missionary  should  have  a  home.  The  one  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  is 
exerting  a  very  beneficial  influence. 

Literature. — The  successful  development  of  the  work  demands  a  me- 
dium through  which  to  communicate  intelligence  and  facts  representing 
the  work  and  its  necessities.  The  Church  papers  have  been  kind,  and  we 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  courtesy  and  assistance  rendered,  but  the 
Society  needs  an  organ  of  its  ow"n  that  it  may  awaken  a  new  interest  in 
mission  w^ork  in  our  land. 

Eecommendations. — We  believe  the  strength  and  resources  of  the 
Church  w^ould  be  enlisted  more  fully  and  intelligently  for  benevolent  en- 
terprises by  securing  relations  of  sympathy  and  mutual  support  between 
the  workers  in  our  mission  fields  and  the  Church  at  home,  and  that  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  may  greatly  aid  the  cause  of  Christ  by 
becoming  the  agency  to  effect  this  object.  A  missionary  in  the  frontier 
could  be  placed  in  care  of  a  prosperous  Church  and  a  special  bureau  be 
established  to  arrange  the  details.    There  are  hundreds  of  Churches  that 
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■would  cliccrfully  collect  and  forward  a  box  of  clothin;?  each  j^ear  worth  one 
or  two  Imndrctd  dollars  for  the  comfort  of  the  pastor  and  the  destitute  of 
the  Cliurch  and  HHl)l«itli-.school.  If  two  thousand  Cliun-lies  were  enlisted 
for  this  object  and  each  should  contribute  a  box  worth  ilfty  dollars  a  year, 
it  would  aggregate  $100,000.  Corres))ondence  would  naturally  be  entered 
into  between  the  parties,  thus  insuring  to  the  Church  missionary  intelli- 
gence that  would  secure  large  collections  for  all  our  Church  benevolences. 
These  pioneers  of  the  Church,  sullering  privations  and  discouragements, 
are  toiling  to  establish  its  altars  in  our  frontiers,  and  they  need  the  sympa- 
thjf  and  prayers  of  the  Church  at  home. 

Sabba  ru-sciiooLS  might  engage  in  a  kindred  enterprise  without  inter- 
fering witli  the  missionary  collection,  except  to  increase  it.  A  Christmas 
offering  could  be  made  to  "  Home  Missions,"  each  scholar  contributing 
something,  from  picture  cards  or  a  book  to  a  garment  for  a  destitute  child. 

CONCLUSION. 

Women's  responsibility  in  this  Home  Missionary  work  is  increased  by 
the  consideration  that  there  is  much  to  be  done  in  our  own  land  that  only 
women  can  do.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  our  Church  are 
women,  and  it  depends  upon  them  to  make  and  i^reserve  homes  of  intel- 
ligence and  purity  where  ignorance,  Mormonism,  and  vice  attenapt  to  de- 
grade them. 

The  grandeur  of  this  mission,  who  can  measure.  Our  country  is  the 
most  inviting  field  of  Christian  effort  in  the  world.  Its  territory  is  im- 
mense, its  soil  is  productive,  its  resources  boundless,  its  people  are  intelli- 
gent and  active,  and  its  institutions  are  free.  The  streams  of  immigration 
are  pouring  into  it  a  million  of  people  a  year ;  more  foreign  peoi^le  come 
to  our  shores  than  we  could  reach  in  distant  lands. 

In  this  country  they  are  free  from  caste  and  the  chains  forged  by  centu- 
ries of  formalism,  and  they  are  ready  to  yield  to  the  genial  Influence  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  to  be  moulded  into  Christian  communities.  These  elements 
are  fruitful  of  good  if  properly  cared  for,  but  if  neglected  they  become 
the  elements  of  danger  and  death,  and  a  few  generations  wijl  settle  the 
question  whether  we  shall  be  governed  by  Mormonism  and  infidelity  or 
by  morality  and  religion. 

It  is  evident  that  to  secure  the  highest  efficiency  of  the  Society  as  a 
powder  for  good  in  the  Church,  it  must  work  in  close  and  harmonious 
co-operation  with  our  other  benevolent  societies,  particularly  the  Mission- 
ary. Woman's  work  in  the  mission  sections.  South  and  West,  must  be 
carried  on  in  connection  with  that  of  the  Missionary  Societj^  The  Church 
only  can  garner  and  make  effective  the  work  of  the  teacher  and  the 
missionary. 

The  work  thus  presented  may  not  be  deemed  of  great  importance,  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  largely  preparatory,  sowing  the  fields  to 
be  cultivated,  ascertaining  its  merits,  adjusting  its  organization  to  the 
ability  and  sphere  of  its  w'orkers,  and  to  the  associations  already  existing  in 
the  Church.  Foundation  work  is  never  showy  or  attractive,  until  supple- 
mented by  beautiful  and  majestic  structures.  Our  grand  old  Missionary 
Society  had  a  similar  history,  raising  only  eight  hundred  dollars  the  first, 
a  thousand  the  second,  and  twelve  hundred  the  third  year,  and  any  make 
a  great  mistake  who  estimate  this  movement  of  the  women  by  the  little 
band  of  missionaries  sent  into  the  field,  and  the  few  thousands  collected 
for  their  support.  These  are  only  indicative  of  the  spirit  of  the  founders, 
and  are  the  first  fruits  of  the  abundant  harvests  of  the  future. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  vastness  of  this  field  of  Christian 
effort,  the  little  attention  given  to  it  by  the  women  of  our  own  Church,  not 
until  lately  organizing  any  effort  in  its  behalf;  when  we  realize  the  im- 
portance of  this  work  and  attempt  to  estimate  its  far-reaching  influence 
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for  good,  and  tlic  givat  work  already  accorai^lislicd  in  tliis  field  by  the 
women  of  sister  Ciiurclies,  it  seems  evident  that  the  women  of  our  own 
Church  should  hesitate  no  longer  to  enter  this  field  and  take  an  active 
part  in  the  ellbrt  to  save  our  country  from  the  dangers  that  threaten  it 
from  the  multitudes  pouring  into  it  from  al)road,  as  well  as  from  the  mill- 
ions of  ignorant  and  degraded  citizens  at  home. 


Letters  froai  Friends. 


CixciNNATi,  October  28,  1882. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Eust,  Cor.  Secretary  of  the  Woman'' s  Home  Missionary  Society: 

I  very  much  regret  that  I  can  not  be  present  to  participate  in  the" Anniver- 
sary exercises  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society,  but  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  leave  on  Monday  morning.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  to  you  and  your 
immediate  associates  that  I  highly  appreciate  and  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  your  Society ;  but  I  may  write  you  a  few  lines  that  may  show  to  others 
how  much  I  am  concerned  for  the  success  of  your  new  Society.  A  few 
years  ago  I  was  among  the  first  to  hail  the  birth  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  and.  to  welcome  it  to  a  place  among  the  missionary 
activities  of  our  Church.  I  felt  that  the  time  had  then  come  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  missions  in  foreign  countries,  when  the  women  of  the 
Church  might  take  an  efficient  and  personal  part  in  the  great  missionary 
work,  by  directing  their  efforts  to  the  needs  of  women  in  the  fields  where 
the  Church  was  working.  I  have  watched  with  great  admiration  and 
thankfulness  the  growth  and  steadily  increasing  strength  and  efficiency  of 
that  organization.  I  have  been  glad  to  see  how  promptly,  earnestly,  wisely, 
and  successfully  these  ladies  could  enter  into  their  work,  and  have  re- 
joiced in  the  evidences  that  God  has  accejated  and  blessed  their  labors. 
It  was  a  timely  organization.  I  think  I  can  now  as  clearly  see  that  the 
time  has  come,  w^hen  the  zeal,  wisdom,  and  devoteduess  of  our  Cliristian 
ladies  are  also  needed  in  connection  with  our  mission  work  at  home ;  that 
w"e  need  now  for  our  home  work  what  we  saw  the  need  of  then  in  our  for- 
eign work ;  that  women  must  work  for  women  in  the  mission  fields  of  our 
own  countrjr,  as  well  as  for  the  women  of  foreign  lands.  God's  providence 
brought  into  life  the  former  organization  in  due  time  ;  in  the  same  timely 
way  God  is  bringing  your  organization  into  the  great  field. 

I  need  not  take  your  time  to  speak  of  these  inviting  fields  and  open 
doors  for  w^omanly  activity  in  the  mission  work  of  our  own  country.  Doubt- 
less these  fields  will  be  the  subjects  of  discussion  in  your  meetings.  The 
fact  that  one-half  our  missionary  work  is  in  the  United  States,  and  that  one- 
half  of  our  missionary  funds  are  necessarily  expended  at  home,  indicates  that 
our  own  land  furnishes  an  ample  field  for  genuine  and  necessary  mission- 
ary labor.  And  if  the  work  of  Avomen  has  been  found  to  be  a  valuable, 
and  now  an  indispensable,  auxiliary  to  our  foreign  work,  it  is  evident  that 
the  same  kind  of  activity  can  be  made  an  important  adjunct  to  our  home 
work.  To  my  mind  the  work  of  Christian  women  for  their  needy  sisters 
in  our  own  country  is  now  as  indispensable  as  for  the  foreign  work.  And 
the  work  must  be  much  of  the  same  kind ;  namely,  women  working  in  the 
homes  of  women,  and  in  the  education,  emancipation,  and  uplifting  of 
women  wherever  they  are  wretched,  or  ignorant,  or  down-trodden.  Alas ! 
there  are  multitudes  of  such  women  in  this  fair  land,  and  it  is  fully  the 
time  when  their  better-favored  sisters  should  come  to  their  help. 

But  I  only  meant  to  express  my  hearty  appreciation  of  your  Society, 
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and  not  to  dwell  uijon  tlio  work.  I  pray  that  God  may  be  with  you  in 
your  mt'etin<.'s,  and  LMiidu  you  in  all  wisdom  in  completing  your  organiza- 
tion and  in  planning  for  the  future. 

KespectfuUy  and  fraternally  yours,  I.  W.  AViley. 


New  York,  October  11,  1882. 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Rl'ST,  Cor.  Secretary  Woman^s  Home  Mmionary  Society: 

Dear  Madam,— I  cordially  approve  of  the  basal  idea  and  general  plans 
of  the  Society  you  represent,  and  was  very  favorably  impressed  by  the 
specimen  of  similar  work  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Hartzell,  which  I  wit- 
nessed in  New  Orleans  before  the  Society  was  organized. 

The  proposed  amendments  of  its  Constitution  seem  to  me  eminently 
judicious.  Its  field  is  immense  at  onco  in  extent  and  in  importance.  I  cor- 
dially wish  it  great  success  in  its  most  beneficent  work. 

Yours  very  truly,  C.  D.  Foss. 


Rev.  Dk.  J.  M.  Eeid  has  given  to  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  So- 
ciety his  "  fullest  sympathy,"  and  has  been  its  warm  friend  and  adviser. 
He  was  invited  to  address  tlae  Annual  fleeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
but  was  unexpectedly  called  out  of  the  country.  We  make  the  following 
extracts  from  his  eloquent  address  delivered  at  Chautauqua,  July  28th, 
where  a  series  of  meetings  were  held  in  the  interest  of  the  Societv.  Said 
Dr.  Eeid : 

"I come  to  bring  you  a  God-speed  in  this  new  and  special  work  upon 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  enter.  .  .  .  The  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would  be  false  to  every  principle  upon  which 
it  is  founded,  if  it  did  not  welcome  you  to  this  great  work.  .  .  .  We  profess 
to  be  engaged  in  a  business  that  has  been  prompted  by  a  burning  desire  to 
bring  the  whole  race  to  Christ.  So  vast  an  undertaking  as  to  spread  the 
glorious  Gospel  over  the  whole  world  needs  the  employment  of  every  Chris- 
tian man  and  woman  and  child.  .  .  .  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has 
always  given  the  first  place  to  the  home  work." 

The  speaker  dwelt  upon  the  claims  of  the  Chinese  women  and  girls 
upon  our  own  shores,  the  freed  women,  the  Spanish  Mexicans,  the  Indians, 
the  Italians  ;  and  said  that,  as  the  Missionary  Society  had  given  to  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  the  woman's  work  in  foreign  lands,  so 
"  We  want  to  pass  over  to  you  all  our  schools  among  the  Indians ;  we  want 
to  pass  over  to  you  all  our  schools  in  Etah ;  we  want  you  to  take  our  schools 
and  orphanages  in  New  Mexico,  some  of  which  are  vacant  to-day  because 
we  are  not  able  to  give  thehi  that  supervision  which,  I  am  sure,  a  ladies' 
association  would  give  to  them.  We  want  you  to  do  a  like  work  in  Ari- 
zona. .  .  .  Do  you  know  that  there  are  fifty  thousand  Indian  children  in 
this  country  as  heathen  as  the  Indians  in  the  north-west  provincas  of 
Hindostan  ;  savage,  untutoi-ed,  knowing  nothing  of  God,  growing  up  to  be 
men  full  of  blood-thirstiness  and  of  hatred,  from  whose  hands,  if  you  would 
teach  them  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  you  would  take  the  sword,  and  out  of 
their  hearts  the  spirit  of  revenge ;  and  your  prayers  and  your  toils  might 
save  wars  that  would  cost  the  nation  millions  of  dollars  ? 

"About  the  women  of  Utah :  I  sometimes  think  that  polygamy  is  only 
the  least  of  the  abominations  in  Utah,  and  yet  how  great  an  abomination 
that  is,  and  how  it  threatens  the  very  life  of  the  nation.  .  .  .  Sisters,  it 
seems  strange  to  me  that  these  sisters  of  yours  have  waited  so  long.  I  have 
wondered  that  you  have  been  silent  so  long.  They  are  waiting,  the  women 
of  Utah  have  groaned ;  the  Indians  have  remained  in  their  heathenism. 
They  have  waited.    You  have  lived  amid  your  ceiled  dwellings ;  you  have 
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prayed  and  sighed  for  the  Kingdom  of  God;  but  not  until  now  liave  you 
made  a  sjiecial  visitation  to  those  at  your  doors.  Thank  God,  you  are  going.* 
[Amen.]  A  sister's  liand  is  to  be  outreached  to  these  sisters  of  yours,  and 
you  are  to  lift  them  up.  They  are  to-day  ignorant ;  they  are  degraded  ;  they 
are  unhai>py  ;  they  are  unsaved.  You  are  to  give  them  your  liand  and  lift 
them  up  to  knowledge,  to  virtue,  to  happiness,  to  lioliness,  and  to  heaven. 
God  speed  you  in  the  work." 

Speaking  of  tlie  tide  of  immigration  pouring  in  upon  our  shores,  he 
said  among  other  things : 

"  Why,  I  hear  them  tread ;  they  are  on  my  track,  and  my  soul  meas- 
ures up  to  the  stupendous  question,  what  is  to  become  of  us  ?  Are  we  to 
have  an  infidel  community,  a  drinking  community,  a  Sabbath-breaking 
community  ;  are  all  the  traditions  of  our  fathers  to  be  swept  away  ?  Three- 
fourths  of  these  emigrants,  it  is  estimated,  are  paupers.  We  know  that  very 
many  of  them  are  criminals.  A  large  number  of  them  are  the  very  best  of 
people,  and  some  of  them  bring  money  with  them,  but  yet  these  propor- 
tions must  be  borne  in  mind.  They  come  here,  they  settle  down  in  com- 
munities ;  there  are  towns  and  cities  springing  up  almost  before  you  know 
it;  they  have  their  old  traditions,  their  old  customs;  they  will  found  an  old 
town,  an  old  city,  unless  you  carry  to  them  a  little  American  thought  and 
American  feeling.  They  know  nothing  about  the  wdtness  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  hope  of  everlasting  life  that  warms  my  soul  and  yours,  unless  you  carry 
it  to  them.  God  has  sent  them  here,  I  verily  believe,  for  the  purpose  that 
you  should  go.  Go  !  in  the  name  of  God,  go  !  And  go  quickly !  Do  n't  let 
this  Society  be  ten  years  organizing,  for  I  1. 11  you  that  these  communities 
crj^stallize  with  wonderful  rapidity  into  a  form  out  of  which  they  can  not 
be  taken.  .  .  .  Let  this  Society  have  all  the  means  that  may  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  its  great  and  glorious  work  throughout  the  eartli.  Dr.  Vin- 
cent put  it  rightly.     What  we  want,  to  save  this  nation,  is  the  family." 


New  York,  Octoher  19,  1882. 
To  the  Ladies  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society: 

Dear  Friends, — Your  pleasant  and  suggestive  letter  of  October  2d  is 
before  me,  and  I  take  this  earliest  oi^portunity  to  reply.  I  have  given  the 
subject  a  good  deal  of  thought,  and  I  see  a  field  where  much  important  work 
must  be  done.  There  are  a  million  homes  in  the  South  among  the  colored 
people,  and  twice  as  many  more  among  the  poor  whites  of  the  South  that 
need  some  one  to  enter  with  new  ideas  and  new  spirit,  that  they  may  be 
elevated  into  Christian  homes.  This  work,  gentle  ladies,  lies  at  your  feet. 
There  are  families  of  missionaries  on  the  frontier  and  among  the  pioneers 
that  could  be  blessed  with  many  comforts,  were  an  efficient  agency  at  w^ork 
in  the  field.  There  is  a  sad  voice  from  the  broken-hearted  women  of  Utah 
that  has  already  penetrated  the  ear  of  God  and  must  soon  reach  the  heart 
of  the  Christian  women  of  this  land.  This  work  is  seeking  somebody's 
feet,  where  it  may  fall  and  plead.  I  see  no  reason  w'hy  this  angel  of  benev- 
olence, so  full  of  sympathy,  energy,  and  ability,  and  so  earnestly  seeking 
something  to  do,  may  not  find  enough  to  justify  existence  and  insure  great 
usefulness  in  these  fields,  so  wide,  so  vast,  and  so  necessitous. 

In  the  workings  of  your  Society,  the  relations  suggested  by  the  condi- 
tions sent  forward  from  our  Board  seem  to  me  a  great  advantage  to  you  and 
of  the  least  embarrassment  to  us.  The  Societies  ought  to  be  essentially 
one,  for  the  Church  is  one.  The  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society,  while 
ha\T.ng  sufficient  independence  to  secure  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  sufficient 
responsibility  to  insure  frequent  pressure  from  obligation,  ought  to  be  sub- 
stantially auxiliary  to  the  Missionary  Society.  You  have  much  to  make 
and  nothing  to  lose  by  such  a  relation.    The  question  of  consultation  of 
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committees  in  reference  to  the  Hi)i)ro]>riations  made  by  tlie  Woman's  Home 
Missionary  Society  may  be  embarrassed  by  some  j)ractical  dillicultieH ;  yet 
thi^  end  can  Ik;  rcacluKl  eitlier  by  sending  forward  tlie  action  of  yonr  Com- 
mittee to  onr  Connnittee,  or  possibly  by  a  joint  meeting  on  your  ajjpropria- 
tions,  tbougb  tbis  latter  does  not  seem  to  me  so  ])ractical;le. 

Tbe  candor  of  your  very  welcome  letter  leads  me  to  volunteer  a  sug-  ''" 
gestion  at  a  \)oiut  wbere  I  appreliend  possible  peril.  Tbe  cbance  to  repair 
a  parsonage  or  its  furniture,  or  to  employ  a  visitor  in  a  liome  Sunday-school, 
or  to  make  over  clotbes  for  tbe  i^oor  children  connected  with  tlu;  Church, 
and  have  this  reported  as  missionary  contributions  would  be  a  sti'ained  use 
of  the  word  "missionary"  in  your  name.  It  would  also  (juite  certainly  en- 
able over-cautious  people  to  put  off  their  old  clothes  upon  the  Lord's  poor 
and  deceive  themselves  into  the  conviction  that  tliey  were  making  a  mis- 
sionarj^  contribution.  I  am  certain  this  point  wants  to  be  very  carefully 
guarded. 

I  will  not  ask  you,  ladies,  to  pardon  the  frankness  and  directness  of  my 
statements,  for,  as  I  understand  it,  these  suggestions  and  views  are  exactly 
what  you  have  written  for.  I  think  too  much  of  the  great  work  being  com- 
mitted to  your  care,  not  to  utter  my  utmost  word  to  help  you.  I  know  you 
will  pardon  me  for  saying  that  your  ability  and  your  judgment  in  such  crit- 
ical matters  will  find  whatever  value  thei-e  may  be  in  these  suggestions. 
May  I  say  that  I  have  a  high  appreciation  of  the  si^irit  that  turns  away 
from  comfortable  and  quiet  homes  to  the  rattle  of  railroad  trains  in  sun- 
shine and  storm,  and  to  the  disquietude  and  suffocation  of  sleeping  cars,  in 
Summer  and  Winter ;  that  exchanges  the  pleasures  of  a  circle  of  Christian 
friends  in  the  midst  of  the  comforts  and  refinements  of  our  modern  civiliz- 
ation for  the  chaffing  and  nagging  of  public  careers  that  are  certain  of  only 
two  things — vanishing  fame  and  abiding  criticism.  -' 

May  the  Lord  bless  you  in  your  heroism  and  crowd  abundant  work 
into  your  lives,  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body  are  the  steps  by  which 
mortals  rise  to  the  conspicuous  ranks  of  the  skies.  Believe  me  always 
your  friend,  C.  H.  Fowler,  Corresponding  Secretary. 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  October  20,  1882. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust,  Corresponding  Secretary  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society: 

Accept  my  cordial  congratulations  upon  the  steady  progress  of  your 
worthy  Society;  a  society  which  aims  to  help  the  homes  of  the  people — • 
not  more  the  homes  of  the  poor  and  needy,  which  are  visited  and  im- 
proved, than  the  homes  of  the  whole-souled  women  who  visit  and  improve 
them.  All  Christian  work  blesses  more  those  who  do  it  than  those  for 
whose  immediate  benefit  it  is  done.  Your  Society  is  pre-eminently  an 
American  institution,  a  domestic  institution,  and  a  woman's  institution.  It 
has  peculiar  claims  upon  all  who  believe  that  home  is  the  first  and 
mightiest  of  all  agencies  for  bringing  in  the  millennial  era  of  love  and  peace 
and  righteousness. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  can  not  accept  your  invitation  to  speak  at  the 
anniversar^^     Wishing  for  you  a  grand  occasion,  I  remain. 

Truly  yours,  J.  H.  Vincent. 


Philadelphia,  Penn.,  October  9,  1882. 
Mrs.  R.  S.  Rust  : 

My  Dear  Madam — I  have  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
"  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  "  of  our  Church.  Perhaps  you  may 
know  that  I  tried  to  secure  such  an  organization  in  this  city  just  before 
you  organized  in  Cincinnati,  and  without  knowing  that  you  proposed  such 
action.     I  have  repeatedly  urged  ladies  connected  with  the  "  Woman's 
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Foreign  Missionary  Society  "  to  strike  out  the  word  "foreign"  and  make 
their  Missionary  Society  one  for  tlie  whole  Cliurcli  everywliere,  in  view  of 
the  wants  of  tl)e  field  in  Utah  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  I  incline 
to  the  opinion  that  this  would  be  the  better  course,  but  as  that  action  has 
not  been  taken,  and  does  not  seem  likely  to  be,  I  earnestly  hope  the 
"  AVomau's  Home  Missionary  Society  "  will  grow  and  prosper  as  it  deserves. 
Very  truly  yours,  A.  J.  Kynett. 


Chicago,  October  11,  1882. 
jMrs.  R.  S.  Rust  : 

Dear  Madam — Your  letter  with  the  circulars  received.  Of  course  I 
approve  of  your  organization.  This  land  is  so  full  of  sin,  and  as  a  result 
of  sin  so  full  of  sorrow,  that  every  Christian  worker  ought  cordially  to  wel- 
come every  other.  Your  field  is  a  vast  one.  There  is  plenty  of  money  to 
carry  forward  all  these  enterprises.  There  is  no  need  that  one  should  jostle 
the  other.  We  have  not  begun  yet  to  touch  the  springs  of  power.  If  we 
ever  get  thoroughly  drilled  in  all  branches  of  Church  work  so  that  a  con- 
viction of  duty  is  immediately  followed  by  its  full  and  cheerful  perform- 
ance, our  great  organized  Societies  will  but  need  to  call  and  every  require- 
ment for  the  advance  of  the  army  of  Christ  will  be  promptly  and  fully  met. 
"We  will  reach  that  point,  I  think.  The  point,  where  the  rich  will  give  of 
their  abundance  unasked,  and  the  poor  pour  out  their  hard-earned  offerings 
before  the  Lord  with  willing  hearts.  May  God  speed  the  day !  Then  will 
the  chariot  of  God  move  on  to  victory.  Then  will  the  vast  unconquered 
hosts  of  hell  be  swept  into  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord.  God  bless  you  in 
vour  work,  and  grant  you  great  success. 

Yours  faithfully,  C.  C.  McCabe. 


Rev.  Dr.  H.  B.  Ridgaway  ha,s  given  to  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary 
Society  his  cordial  sympathy  from  the  beginning,  and  he  has  rendered  it 
most  efficient  aid  with  voice  and  j  en.  We  insert  the  following  letter  as 
another  proof  of  his  abiding  interest  in  the  enterprise : 

Gaeeett  Biblical  Institute,     I 
EvANSTON,  Ills.,  December  16,  1882.  / 
Mrs.  Dr.  R.  S.  Rust,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Woman^s  Home  Missionary 

Society  : 

My  Dear  Madam: — I  was  extremely  gratified  with  the  account  of  your 
recent  anniversary  held  in  Cincinnati.  You  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  financial  showing,  as  well  as  the  work  accomplished  for  the  year,  and 
also  on  the  enthusiasm  which  evidently  marked  your  annual  meeting. 
Wise,  sagacious,  prayerful,  and  patient  effort,  just  such  as  you  and  your 
associates  in  the  management  are  capable  of,  must  carry  your  cause  to  the 
highest  ultimate  success.  It  will  require  time  to  put  it  fully  upon  the 
hearts  of  the  people,  but  as  its  Christian  and  patriotic  aims  shall  be  more 
thoroughly  understood,  it  will  commend  itself  to  universal  and  hearty 
support. 

Your  noble  enterprise  is  now  fairly  launched,  and  I  hope  for  it  an 
auspicious  voyage  as  it  sails  away  to  join  the  many  toilers  on  the  great  sea 
of  humanity.  Yours  xery  truly, 

H.  B.  Ridgaway. 
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THE  REGENERATION  OF  THE  HOME, 

A  VINDICATION  OF  THE  PURPOSE  AND  PLAN 

OF  THE 

WOMAN'S  Home  Missionary  Society 

OK  THK 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 


BY  REV.  ISAAC  J.  LANSING. 
Pastor  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  Stnmford,  Conn. 


An  Address  delivered  at   the  Second   Anniversary  of  the  Woman's    Home    Missionary 
Society  in  St.   Paul  M.  E.   Church,   Cincinnati,  0.,  October  31,   1882. 


"  The  most  finished,  the  most  splendid,  the  most  pathetic  -work  of 
ancient  eloquence,"  is  the  oration  of  Demo.sthenes  "On  the  Crown."  It 
grew  out  of  a  proposal  to  recognize  the  civic  worth  of  the  great  orator  b}" 
presenting  him  with  a  crown  of  gold.  Against  this  movement  of  his 
friends,  his  enemy,  iEschines,  had  opposed  a  powerful  speech. 

Demosthenes,  replying,  speaks  on  the  simple,  personal  ground  of  his 
own  deserving;  and  though  the  subject  might  seem  too  narrow  to  be 
worthy  of  his  effort,  the  great  Attic  orator  makes  it  the  occasion  of  pre- 
senting the  claims  of  justice  to  one  patriotic  citizen  in  the  light  of  all  its 
relations  to  religion,  to  national  honor,  and  to  virtue ;  so  that,  from  a  per- 
sonal subject,  he  deduces  and  elaborates  these  high  principles  in  their 
universal  application. 

Similar  in  occasion  and  character  is  one  of  the  greatest^  speeches  in 
classic  English  by  the  most  philosophical  of  British  statesmen,  that  of 
Edmund  Burke,  "  On  the  Xabob  of  Arcot's  Debts."  "When,  after  a  night's 
debate,  Burke  arose  in  Parliament  to  plead  for  justice  in  administering  the 
affairs  of  a  petty  Indian  prince  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  globe,  one  would 
scarcelj''  have  supposed  it  possible  that,  from  a  subject  apparently  so  hmited 
and  unimportant,  he  could  have  deduced  so  broad  and  majestic  a  speech. 
Tracing  the  connection  of  tho.se  small  and  distant  events  with  the  whole 
body  of  justice  and  humanity,  he  really  made  his  plea  for  these  outraged 
sentiments  as  illustrated  and  embodied  in  the  maladministration  of  the 
affairs  of  an  unknown  and  otherwise  inconsequential  ruler. 

Since  in  subjects  so  narrow  the  profound  thinking  of  great  minds  can 
trace  such  comprehensive  principles,  what  might  we  not  expect  if  minds 
like  those  should  undertake  to  explain  to  us  a  subject  of  the  magnitude  of 
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that  presented  to  us  in  the  pious  and  philanthropic  project  of  Home  Evan- 
gelization embodied  in  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Soci- 
ety? In  this  era  of  great  subjects  of  which  so  many  are  continually  press- 
iiijj:  ui)on  mir  attention,  the  speaker  of  moderate  powers  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated that,  while  lacking  the  ability  of  the  masters  of  speech,  he  is  called 
upon  to  plead  causes  so  great  that  their  merest  outline  is  impressive,  mat- 
ters so  vast  that  an  unadorned  sketch  of  tlieir  proportions  arrests  and 
commands  attention. 

Inspired  by  the  manifest  merits  of  a  theme  so  grand,  let  us,  in  a  man- 
ner however  humble  and  with  ability  however  inadequate,  review  the  great 
principles  and  the  wide-reaching  effects  of  Home  Evangelization. 

You  scarcely  need  to  be  reminded  that  this  Society  is  composed  of 
Christian  women  who,  prizing  their  own  homes  and  perceiving  in  contrast, 
M'ith  sorrow"  and  pity,  the  degradation  of  thousands  of  families  throughout 
the  United  States,  have  banded  themselves  together  to  elevate  the  sunken' 
and  degraded  to  a  Christian  plane.  This  they  propose  to  do  by  sending 
representative  women  into  these  miserable  families,  whose  work,  begun 
with  the  female  members  of  the  household,  shall  be  directed  to  making  a 
home  of  cleanliness,  order,  intelligence,  and  piety. 

At  once  you  perceive  a  difference  between  the  immediate  purpose  of 
this  Society  and  that  of  the  other  evangelistic  and  missionary  agencies 
with  which  we  are  familiar.  Our  general  Missionary  Society  directs  its 
efforts  to  the  conversion  and  elevation  of  the  individual  men  and  women 
to  whom  it  sends  its  messengers.  The  Freedmen's  Aid  Society  attempts 
the  mental  and  spiritual  education  of  the  students  in  its  schools.  In  both 
these  plans  the  objective  point  of  effort  is  the  individual.  But  in  the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society,  the  object  to  which  effort  is  directed 
is  the  home  as  such,  in  its  corporate  unity  and  relationships.  Those  Soci- 
eties propose  to  devote  their  chief  attention  to  making  the  man  a  Christian 
disciple  in  his  i^elations  to  God.  But  this  Society  proposes  equally  to  make 
a  Christian  son,  a  Christian  husband,  a  Christian  father ;  in  a  word,  to  make 
Christian  in  their  fundamental  home  relations  every  member  of  the  fam- 
ily. In  directing  their  efforts  to  the  salvation  of  the  home  they  conceive 
that  the  individual  is  not  alone,  and  that  he  is  to  be  regenerated,  not  as 
alone,  but  as  united  to  others  in  necessary  and  permanent  relations  by  the 
ordinance  of  God. 

The  account  of  the  institution  of  the  family  as  given  in  Genesis  ii,  is 
as  striking  as  it  is  obviously  truthful.  There,  as  prevailing  at  the  dawn  of 
creation,  in  condensed,  convincing  words  is  stated  the  deep  yet  pl&in  phi- 
losophy, "  It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone."  Neither  his  course  of  life 
nor  the  method  of  his  education,  neither  his  work  nor  his  destiny,  can 
be  considered  as  though  he  were  alone  because  he  is  vitally  united  to 
others  in  the  family.  This  sacred  institution,  the  first  which  God  ordained — 
before  the  Church,  containing  the  Church;  preceding  the  State,  embracing 
the  State — is  worthy  of  the  wisdom  of  God  both  as  to  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  its  ordination.     The  family  contemporaneous  with  the  individual  is 
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the  body  of  which  he  is  forever  a  part;  and  his  rchitions  to  it,  and  its  rela- 
tions to  liiui,  can  never  be  dissociated  from  his  individual  life. 

In  justifying  and  encouraging  the  work  of  this  Society,  whose  objective 
point  of  missionary  work  is  the  home,  we  find  convincing  reason,  first  of 
all,  in  that, 

I.- 

The  Home  is  the  Unit  of  Society. 

By  the  unit  of  society  we  mean  the  germ  from  which  the  existence 
and  order  of  society  spring.  In  familiar  phrase  we  say  that  the  unit  of 
measure  of  length  is  an  inch,  a  foot ;  the  unit  of  money  is  a  cent,  a  dollar, 
and  the  unit  of  a  living,  physical  organism  is,  we  are  told,  a  cell.  So  the 
unit  of. human  society  is  the  Home.  It  is  the  cell  in  which  exist,  and 
from  which  are  developed,  all  individuals  and  communities.  Whatever 
change  for  the  better  can  be  wrought  in  the  germinal  cell  must  be  for  the 
improvement  of  its  fully-developed  product,  and  one  would  naturally 
suppose  that  the  surest  and  easiest  way  to  produce  great  changes  in  the 
full-grown  offspring  would  be  to  make  those  changes  in  the  unexpanded 
germ.  The  improvement  and  regeneration  of  society  can  better  be  effected 
through  the  transformation  of  its  unit,  the  home,  than  by  any  other  process. 

This  theory  which  I  have  stated  does  not  command  universal  assent. 
Two  theories  are  possible,  one,  that  the  family  is  the  social  unit,  the  other, 
that  the  unit  of  society  is  the  individual.  By  the  former  the  salvation 
of  society  is  to  be  wrought  through  the  uplifting  of  the  family,  by  the  latter 
the  conversion  and  culture  of  the  individual  is  made  the  source  of  social 
improvement.  So  jiractically  are  these  two  theories  related  to  life  and  ac- 
tion that  to  direct  our  practice  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  determine 
which  of  the  two  is  correct. 

1.  Certain  it  is  that  the  individual  is  not  the  physical  unit  of  society. 
Society  can  not  spring  from  one  person,  but  demands  two  for  its  origination 
and  in  its  heaven-ordained  form  no  more  than  two.  No  less  is  it  true  that 
undue  attention  to  the  education  of  the  individual,  to  what  we  may  call  the 
culture  of  individualism,  i^ursued  at  the  expense  of  neglecting  the  family, 
is  positively  injurious  and  destructive  to  society.  The  tendency  in  our  age 
is  to  cultivate  the  individual  at  the  expense  of  the  family,  and  so  to  the 
manifest  detrinient  of  society.  We  might  justly  call  this  the  age  of 
individualism . 

The  excessive  development  of  the  spirit  of  personal  liberty,  until  men 
are  irreverent  toward  law,  both  divine  and  human,  assaults  and  threatens 
all  governments,  and  the  times  are  pi'oducing  monstrous  rebelhons  against 
the  wholesome  restraints  of  just  and  necessary  laws.  We  call  these  mani- 
festations in  the  political  world,  Xihilism  in  Russia,  Socialism  in  Germany, 
and  Communism  in  France,  England,  and  America. 

2.  Russia,  especially,  is  a  theater  of  dread  and  dangerous  revolution 
through  this  cause.  The  liberation  of  her  serfs  and  the  great  spread  of  gen- 
eral and  higher  education  have  been  accompanied  by  the  growth  of  that 
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hostility  to  government  whose  manifestoes  are  as  savage  as  tliey  are  insane. 
Where  shall  we  seek  the  cause  wliose  effect  is  anarchy  contending  with 
despotism?  I  answer,  you  may  find  tfic  cause  of  Russian  Nihilism  in  the 
fact  that  Rnssia  has  no  pure  liomes.  From  the  guarded  czar  in  his  Win- 
ter palace  on  the  Neva  to  the  ])easant  in  his  hovel  on  the  wide  stei^pes  tliere 
is  scarcely  a  pure  home  to  be  found  in  the  empire.  Througli  a  Russian 
refugee  who  escaped  the  horrors  of  Siberian  exile,  now  laboring  in  this 
country  to  reform  his  fatherland,  I  am  informed  that  the  real  root  of  Nihil- 
ism is  that  no  pure  and  sacred  home  life  is  actual  or  possible.  The  soldiery, 
representatives  of  arbitrary  power,  stationed  in  every  place,  are  accustomed 
to  demand  of  the  householder  his  wife  and  daughters  for  their  lusts ;  and 
he  can  not,  dare  not,  refuse  at  his  peril.  If  he  says  nay,  he  is  disposed  of  by 
a  power  as  cruel  as  the  grave.  Selfish  lust  makes  its  demands,  and  the 
home  is  ruined  to  gratify  them.  Rottenness  in  the  family,  degradation  of 
the  home  co-exist,  therefore,  in  the  dominions  of  the  czar  with  an  ungov- 
erned  selfishness  which  despises  all  government,  contemns  all  restraint. 
Until  in  the  home  the  principle  of  subordination  to  government,  with  un- 
selfish regard  to  others'  welfare,  is  taught  and  enforced,  there  can  never  be 
peace  or  stability  in  Russia. 

3.  But  come  to  our  own  New  England,  and  read  there  a  page  of  kindred 
facts  so  nearly  related  to  us  as  to  be  more  really  startling.  To-day  in  that 
favored  section  of  the  United  States  there  doubtless  exist  more  personal  lib- 
erty and  a  higher  grade  of  knowledge  than  at  any  former  period  of  her 
history.  Schools  and  colleges  are  multiplied,  and  students,  male  and  female, 
throng  their  portals.  The  standard  of  individual  knowledge  is  more  ele- 
vated, information  is  more  widely  distributed,  and  general  social  reforms 
are  better  supported  than  ever.  But  look  at  the  serpent  that  lurks  in  the 
midst  of  this  Eden.  To-day,  in  Nev/  England,  sins  against  the  family  are 
more  numerous  than  ever  before.  There  are  fewer  marriages,  more  di- 
vorces, and  greater  licentiousness.  To  a  document  aflBrming  these  shock- 
ing facts,  issued  by  the  New  England  Divorce  Reform  League,  we  have 
the  signatures  of  the- eminent  Theodore  D.  AVoolsey,  Ex-president  of  Yale 
College,  John  D.  Long,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  Bishop  Paddock,  of 
Boston,  General  Chamberlain,  President  of  Bowdoin  College,  and  others, 
representative  men,  among  the  most  careful,  judicious,  and  honored  sons 
of  New  England.  The  lamentable  facts  thus  affirmed  of  New  England  are 
true  of  the  far-famed  AVestern  Reserve  of  Ohio,  and  of  Cook  County,  Illi- 
nois, in  which  is  situated  Chicago ;  sections  of  the  West,  representative  of 
its  best  intellectual  life  and  individual  power.  Who  can  for  even  a  mo- 
ment doubt  that  one  principal  cause  of  these  sins  is  found  in  that  theory 
of  society  so  prevalent  in  these  sections  which  exalts  the  individual  to  the 
disparagement  of  the  family ;  and  equally,  who  but  sees  that  a  theory  of 
society  which  makes  the  home  its  unit,  and  home  piety  and  morality  its 
gauge,  is  the  only  basis  on  which  to  organize,  maintain,  or  regenerate  society? 
.  4.  The  curse  which  threatens  ruin  to  New  England  fell  on  ancient 
Rome.     She  declined  to  her  fall  not  because  wealth  had  diminished  within 
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licr  borders — the  days  of  her  poverty  were  (Uiys  of  power — nor  because  slie 
li;id  not  a  good  form  cf  go, ■eminent  and  a  wise  code  of  laws,  together  witli 
increased  learning  and  the  prestige  of  historic  renown.  But  the  families  of 
Rome  grew  corrupt.  Selfishness  sou^at  gratification  in  the  exercise  of  lust 
while  it  evaded  family  cares.  Men  who  had  neither  wives  nor  children 
ceased  to  be  brave  in  war  or  self-denying  in  peace.  Gibbon  tells  us  that 
one  of  her  emperors,  perceiving  the  cause  and  hoping  to  stay  the  manifest 
decline  of  the  empire,  ofl^ered  presents  and  honors  to  those  families  where 
the  largest  number  of  children  were  raised  up.  But  all  in  vain.  Too  late 
he  attempted  to  turn  the  tide  against  a  selfish  individualism  which  would 
not  sacrifice  its  own  licentiousness.  And  so  Rome  fell  because  her  families 
were  destroyed,  and  with  them  her  virtues  and  her  valor. 

5.  But  rejecting  the  theory  of  individualism,  see  how  truly  the  home  is 
the  unit  of  society.  Not  one  objection  can  hold  against  this  view.  (1:)  The 
home  is  the  physical  unit  from  whicli  society  has  its  existence.  (2.)  It  is 
the  social  unit,  whose  relationships  are  essential,  most  readily  confessed, 
and  most  binding.  (3.)  It  is  the  unit  of  the  Church,  having  in  father, 
mother,  and  child  the  best  earthly  representation  of  the  Divine  Trinity, 
and  of  the  organized  and  spiritual  fellowship  of  Christians.  (4.)  It  is  the 
unit  of  the  state,  its  government  being  at  once  intelligent,  kind,  and  neces- 
sary, a  pattei-n,  an  ideal  state.  (5.)  And  it  is  the  type  and  foretaste  of 
heaven,  than  which  no  higher  type  is  known  to  man.  Not  one  danger 
arises  from  pushing  this  idea  cf  the  home  to  the  extremest  limit,  and  from 
the  utmost  attention  to  home  culture  only  good  can  come. 

Therefore,  in  bending  their  efforts  upon  the  home  as  the  objective 
point  of  their  labors,  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  have  planned 
with  rare  wisdom.  Let  that  sacred  home  center  be  elevated  in  the  love  of 
its  members  and  in  the  ideas  of  society,  and  the  Gospel  has  at  once  its 
most  frwitful  field  and  its  most  blessed  illustration. 

Let  no  one  suppose  in  turning  the  power  of  the  Gospel  primarily  upon 
the  family  as  the  unit  of  society  that  therefore  individual  regeneration 
and  improvement  is  likely  to  be  forgotten,  or  that  in  restraining  an  exces- 
sive development  of  individualism,  the  personal  salvation  and  culture  of 
men  will  be  neglected.     On  the  contrary, 

II. 
The  Home  is  the  Best  School  of  Personal  Culture. 

In  attempting  the  salvation  of  the  family  as  a  whole,  the  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society  gives  the  best  and  largest  culture  to  every  indi- 
vidual. Wliat  shall  we  do  to  lift  each  person  to  the  highest  plane  of  life  ? 
What  surroundings  and  methods  best  serve  that  purpose  ? 

We  are  agreed  that  personal  culture  should  be  carried  to  the  highest 
limit  of  excellence.  But  what  is  culture  and  what  is  its  jaroduct?  Culture 
to  be  worthy  of  the  name  must  produce  character.  Knowledge  of  facts 
does  not  constitute  it.     Encyclopedias  of  information  do  not  include  it. 
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The  possessor  of  much  knowledge  may  have  no  wisdom ;  he  may  have 
large  capacity  and  little  ability,  great  talent  and  no  usefulness.  Indeed,  by 
one-sided,  ill-judgeil  methods  of  education,  the  individual  may  be  made  nor 
only  less  useful  but  positively  more  harmful  to  society  than  as  if  he  were 
untaught.  All  true  culture  must  form  character.  The  one  is  the  producet, 
the  otlier  the  product.  And  wliat  makes  character?  Character  is  made  by 
settling  the  mind,  the  heart,  and  the  will  in  great  fundamental  princii)les 
by  which  one  can  live,  and  live  right,  and  character  is  a  mind  and  heart 
established  and  confirmed  in  right  principles.  Conduct,  good  conduct, 
must  be  the  expression  of  character,  while  right  principles  of  conduct  con- 
stitute its  essence.  The  properly  taught  and  cultivated  man  must  rever- 
ence law,  submit  to  government,  practice  self-restraint  and  unselfishness, 
hold  life  itself  subordinate  to  high  principle,  and  possess  a  love  of  God 
and  of  man  which  shall  supply  steady  motive  power  for  incessant  industry. 
Benevolence  toward  others — all  the  many  possible  expressions  of  unselfish 
love — must  furnish  the  inspiration  and  direct  the  manifestation  of  his  life. 
AVhere  shall  these  princii)les  be  learned,  and  in  what  school  shall  they  be 
so  clearly  taught  and  so  deeply  implanted  in  the  soul  that  they  can  never 
be  uprooted?  I  answer  in  the  home.  Here  is  the  natural  nursery  and 
field  of  exercise  for  every  principle  necessary  to  that  character  which 
pleases  God  and  blesses  mankind. 

1.  Among  the  first  and  most  necessary  lessons  to  be  learned  in  forming 
character  is  that  of  subordination  to  law  and  reverence  towards  its  rightful 
executor.  This  is  the  first  i:)rinciple  of  religion  as  it  is  of  civil  citizenship. 
The  child  born  in  the  home,  as  soon  as  he  comes  to  years  of  understanding, 
finds  himself  under  a  strong,  intelligent,  wise,  and  kind  government.  He 
looks  up  into  his  father's  face,  and  sees  there  as  in  a  mirror  the  strength  of 
God;  into  his  mother's,  and  sees  God's  love.  Their  power  to  control  him, 
their  right  to  do  so,  the  wasdom  and  love  with  which  they  rule,  are  all 
obNdous  to  his  mind.  Their  government  is  for  his  good,  and  if  he  does  not 
understand  all  its  reasons,  he  can  not  doubt  its  motives.  The  idea  he  thus 
gains  of  government  and  law  is  imm.easurably  superior  to  that  which  can 
be  obtained  through  purely  mental  observations  and  general  investigations. 
Slowly,  by  painful  experience,  a  man  may  learn  that  he  is  in  a  universe  of 
law,  that  if  a  stone  falls  on  his  head  it  will  crush  him;  but  then  as  is  too 
frequently  the  case,  the  stone  itself  is  not  harder,  more  impersonal  and 
unsympathetic  than  is  the  idea  of  law  and  its  origin  and  executor  which 
it  brings  to  his  mind.  And  so  if  left  to  learn  the  first  principle  of  life, 
subordination  to  government,  from  nature,  man  may  become  an  atheist 
with  a  total  misconception  of  the  nature  and  spirit  of  God's  government. 
But  how  easy  a  transition  from  the  observation  of  parental  love,  taking 
its  place  as  the  gracious  and  benevolent  guide  of  a  feeble  life,  to  the  con- 
ception of  our  Father,  God,  who  made  and  upholds  and  redeems  us  in  the 
unspeakable  tenderness  of  his  goodness,  righteousness  and  love! 

Thus  governed  and  accepting  the  true  theory  of  government,  the  child 
learns  his  place  in  the  state,  sees  in  government  the  necessary  and  benevo- 
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lent  expression  of  social  order  and  jiossible  progress,  and  is,  in  spirit,  the 
patriotic,  public-spirited  citizen,  living  in  the  fear  of  God,  before  he  passes 
from  under  the  jiarental  roof. 

2.  Another  essential  principle  of  character,  demanded  by  a  manly 
culture,  is  to  own  the  mastery  of  a  great  controlling  affection  by  which 
our  personality  is  molded  and  controlled.  The  boy  becomes  the  man, 
and  love  springs  up  in  his  heart  toward  his  equal  of  the  opposite  sex.  He 
wooes  a  maiden  for  a  wife  and  love  loosscsses  his  soul.  We  need  not  at 
length  celebrate  the  transforming  i)ower  of  this  ennobling  passion,  which 
when  pure  exercises  so  blessed  a  supremacy  over  the  mind  and  heart.  He 
who  is  possessed  by  it  gains  by  giving,  and  in  the  equality  of  another 
whose  union  wdth  him  is  through  love  and  honor  and  truth,  he  learns  to 
consecrate  himself  unselfishly  to  a  ruling  principle  for  which  it  is  a  hap- 
piness to  live  and  die. 

Forbearance,  mildness,  and  mutual  service,  the  duties  and  the  rewards 
of  love,  thus  find  their  places  in  his  life  and  character.  The  family  rela- 
tion has  become  a  school  which  teaches  him  that  love  is  stronger  tlian 
death,  and  that  self  is  subordinate  to  a  higher  and  holier  j)rinciple  than 
mere  self-care. 

3.  Let  me  name  another  high  principle  which  is  the  product  of  home 
culture.  It  is  the  principle  of  self-restraint,  the  use  of  all  our  powers  in 
subordination  to  reason  and  religion.  For  the  natural  and  just  restraints 
upon  appetite  are  found  in  the  responsibility  resulting  from  the  care  of 
ofltspriug.  By  himself  and  selfishl}'  regarding  his  own  desires,  a  man  may 
be  reckless  of  the  consequences  of  indulgence,  but  in  the  family  he  learns 
the  far-reaching  consequences  and  vast  responsibility  which  should  govern 
the  activity  and  regulate  the  indulgence  of  all  his  powers.  He  sees  his 
child  lie  in  the  cradle.  It  can  not  feed  nor  clothe  nor  watch  over  him, 
nor  even  care  for  itself.  It  can  do  nothing  for  him  which  unholy  selfish- 
ness could  ask.  But  for  that  child  he  gladly  labors  and  sacrifices  and  suf- 
fers, receiving  full  compensation  in  the  smile  which  in  its  helplessness,  it 
gives  him,  and  in  the  baby  ways  which  touch  and  enrich  his  heart.  It  is 
not  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  this  elevated  theme  to  say  that  when  a 
father,  wakened  in  the  night  bj^  the  cry  of  his  little  child,  relieves  a  weary 
mother  by  taking  it  with  large-hearted  love  into  his  strong  arms,  he  in  th.at 
act  knows  more  of  an  exalted  and  ennobled  manliness  than  ever  a  selfish 
man,  careful  only  of  his  own  ease,  can  find  on  earth.  The  labors  for  his 
children  with  no  hope  of  repayment  other  than  the  immaterial  but  eternal 
rewards  of  love  and  gratitude,  lift  a  man  to  that  height  of  self-sacrifice 
which  in  its  larger  exercise  has  made  the  patriot  die  for  his  country,  the 
martyr  for  his  God. 

4.  The  traits  and  training  essential  to  the  development  of  manly 
character  are  no  less  demanded  for  that  of  woman.  Every  woman  should 
knovr  the  high  purpose  which  is  involved  in  consecration  to  home  and 
home  life,  and  looking  forward  to  it  with  a  chaste  ambition  as  the  throne 
to  which  she  may  come,  should  be  so  educated  as  to  be  best  qualified  for 
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its  duties.  Observe,  I  do  not  say  tluit  it  is  her  duty  to  learn  this  or  that 
sort  of  household  work,  or  even  to  understand  it.  But  I  do  allirm  that 
she  should  look  on  the  duties  and  ministries  of  home  as  a  field  for  the 
acquisition  .and  exercise  of  the  highest  graces  of  life. 

/~  If  there  be  a  mode  of  education  for  women  which  destroys  her  rever- 
ence for  wifehood  and  motherhood,  that  mctliod  is  her  enemy  and  the 
equal  foe  of  the  whole  human  race.  Better  that  the  female  colleges  of  the 
land  were  razed  to  the  ground  than  that  they  should  jDroceed  to  make  in- 
tellectual but  selfish  women  who,  despising  the  home,  seek  only  to  shine 
in  jiositions  of  selfish  ease;  as  better  for  men  that  the  learning  of  the 
univc'i-sitics  were  unknown  than  that  they  lose  the  love  of  home,  a  desire 
to  assume  its  responsibilities,  and  a  just  valuation  of  the  culture  v/hich 
comes  from  its  priceless  experiences.  The  woman  who  supposes  that  to  be 
influential  she  must  take  a  public  position,  forgets  that  the  broadest 
empire  of  humanity  is  under  the  home  roof,  and  thence  extends  the 
scepter  which  sways  the  world.  To  parade  in  silks  and  jewels  on  the 
streets,  to  stand  radiant  with  self-admiration  under  the  gasliglits  of  the 
ball-room,  may  seem  to  a  selfish  woman  the  most  satisfying  type  of  life. 
In  those  positions  she  is  not  at  the  climax  of  womanliness ;  she  is  only  a 
doll.  But  under  the  mild  light  of  home  love  and  adorned  with  the  jewels 
of  her  household  graces,  she  is  a  queen,  an  angel  of  mercy  blessing  the 
Avorld.     When  she  reverences  wifehood  and  motherhood,  involuntarily  we 


V 


reverence  her. 


Who  can  doubt  from  this  suggested  outline  of  a  culture  which  forms 
that  great  essential  character  that  the  home  is  its  first  and  natural  school, 
and  that  the  evangelization  of  the  home  secures  the  regeneration  of  the 
individual  members  of  that  home? 

Laying    firm    hold    on    this    true    theory    of  individual    culture,   the 
Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  has  undertaken  in  its  work  the  broad- 
est basal,  personal  education. 
Once  again  I  commend  the  purpose  and  work  of  this  Society  because, 

III. 

The  Hojie  is  the  Central  Objective  Point  of  Reformatory  Work  and 
THE  Strongest  Subjective  Human  Force  in  Accomplishing  such 
Eeform. 

In  the  human  body  are  nerves  which,  like  the  lines  of  telegraphic 
wire,  are  the  conveyers  of  each  impression  to  its  destined  and  ordered 
jolace.  And  there  are  also  centers  or  knots  of  nervous  tissue  known  as 
ganglia,  whose  office  seems  to  be  not  primarily  to  carry  impressions,  but 
like  the  relay  cups  of  a  telegraphic  battery,  to  store  vqy  and  upon  occasion 
to  give  out  the  force  which  the  message  needs.  In  the  body  of  human 
society  while  many  agencies  transmit  the  forces  which  work  for  its  regen- 
eration, the  family  seems  to  be  the  special  ganglion  of  power  which  gen- 
erates, treasures,  and  transmits  the  most  powerful  influences  to  the  sur- 
rounding mass. 
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Great  evils  are  about  us,  giant  vices  and  legalized  crimes  whose 
destructive  influences  affect  every  part  of  the  social  and  civil  body. 
Against  these  ail  agencies  which  can  avail  any  thing  may  well  be  used. 
But  when  agitation  and  moral  suasion  and  laws  liave  done  all  they  can, 
the  family  remains  the  force  to  apply,  and  the  point  at  wliich  to  apply,  the 
main  reformatory  influence  which  God  sends  to  regenerate  the  world. 

1.  Consider  the  relation  of  the  family  to  the  great  temperance  reform. 

Wc  attempt  to  sober  the  drunkard  and  to  destroy  the  liquor  traflic, 
and  at  the  outset  are  met  with  the  declaration  that  the  man  whom  we 
undertake  to  reform  has  an  hereditary  ajjpctite  for  strong  drink.  What  is 
this  evil  heredity  ?  It  is  the  perverted  appetite  which  his  parents  gave  at 
birth  into  the  very  marrow  of  their  son.  Can  this  dreadful  transmission 
be  a  fact  ?  No  doubt,  to  a  large  degree,  it  is  horribly  true.  The  man  was 
born  with  a  drunken  frenzy.  Where  shall  we  make  application  of  the 
most  powerful  corrective  force  for  the  reformation  of  hereditary  tendencies 
to  intoxication  ?  Go  to  the  family,  to  the  father  and  mother  before  the 
child  is  born,  and  appeal  to  them  by  every  sentiment  of  parental  love  to 
be  sober  for  the  sake  of  children  yet  to  be  gLven  them. 

Or  if  not  born  drunk,  your  drunkard  may  be  habituated  to  drink  from 
example  and  education.  The  child  saw  the  parent  use  liquors,  and  learned 
to  do  the  same.  And  how  shall  we  meet  this  which  is  the  bane  of  so 
many  inebriates?  By  going  to  the  family  and  persuading  the  parents  to 
sign  the  pledge.  That  parental  pledge  kept,  then  no  child  becomes  a 
drunkard  from  parental  example. 

We  too  often  forget  the  mighty  power  of  family  forces  for  accomplish- 
ing great  results.  We  attend  more  to  grown  men  than  to  little  children, 
though  the  children  are  to  live  longer  and  do  more  in  the  world  than  anj^ 
one  else  now  in  it. 

It  seems  no  longer  ago  than  last  night,  in  my  memor}'',  that  my  father 
led  me,  a  little  boy  of  eleven  years,  to  the  desk  whereon  lay  a  temperance 
pledge,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  lecturer  who  had  spoken  feelingly  and 
powerfully  of  the  evils  of  strong  drink,  aided  me  to  sign  that  pledge. 
What  it  meant  I  fully  knew,  and  next  time  we  boys  passed  our  neighbor's 
cider  mill  where  I  had  always  before  drank  cider  with  them,  I  said  :  "2so, 
I  will  not  touch  it,  for  I  have  signed  the  pledge,"  and  from  that  day  to  this 
I  have  never  tasted  it.  I  was  only  a  little  boy  then.  Yes,  but  that  even- 
ing was  twenty-five  years  ago.  I  am  a  man  now,  and  I  can  but  inquire 
what  would  the  status  of  the  temperance  reform  be  now  if  every  little 
boy  and  girl  twenty-five  years  ago  had  been  encouraged  to  sign  the  tem- 
perance pledge?  What  an  enormous  influence  would  thus  have  been 
exerted  through  this  past  quarter  of  a  century  and  how  much  nearer  the 
victorious  end  would  it  have  advanced  the  conflict  of  to-day. 

For  the  temperance  conflict  I  would  seize  and  wield  the  weapons  of 
the  ballot,  the  law,  the  reform  clubs,  the  unions ;  but  for  the  battalion 
whose  power  is  the  final  force  to  win  the  victory,  commend  me  to 
the  home. 
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2.  If  you  call  to  mind  the  great  work  among  the  freedmcn  made  nec- 
essary by  emancipation,  to  which  work  this  Society  directs  special  effort, 
you  find  anotlier  cogent  illustration  of  the  need  of  reformatory  power  in 
the  home,  and  an  equal  commendation  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Woman's 
Houie  Missionary  Society.  What  was  slavery's  heaviest  curse?  Where 
did  its  blight  fall  sorest  upon  the  slave?  And  in  what  part  of  his  life  did 
it  work  the  deepest  ruin?  Did  the  curse  fall  heaviest  in  the  lashes  svhicli 
drew  blood  from  his  back  ?  No.  Was  it  in  being  compelled  to  work  but 
denied  just  wages?  No.  Was  he  wronged  most  deeply  when  denied  the 
privilege  of  learning  to  read  ?  No.  Or  when  forbidden  to  vote  as  a  citi- 
zen ?  Not  in  this.  Was  it  that  his  freedom  of  action  was  restrained  by 
galling  chains?  Nay,  none  of  these.  The  heaviest,  deadliest,  sorest  curse 
of  slavery  was  this,  that  the  slave  had  no  family,  no  home;  that  his  wife 
was  not  his,  that  his  children  were  the  property  of  another.  They  might 
be  torn  apart  at  any  time,  sold  upon  the  block  and  scattered  to  distant  and 
separate  places.  And  worse,  they  might  be  demanded  to  serve  the  brutal 
lusts  of  tlie  oppressor,  as  thousands  were,  and  the  man-slave  had  no  power 
to  protect  himself  or  defend  4;hem.  Here,  here  was  the  withering  curse  of 
the  system  of  slavery.  When  slavery  thus  destroyed  the  home,  it  de- 
graded slave  and  master,  black  man  and  white,  so  that  their  morals  were 
rather  those  of  heathens  than  Christians.  And  by  what  means  can  the 
moral  degradation  resulting  from  slaverj^  and  still  existing  be  removed? 
Not  by  the  ballot,  not  by  the  civil  rights  bill,  not  by  increased  wealth,  nor 
through  the  spread  of  primary  schools  and  education,  but  only  by  the 
restoration  and  purification  of  the  family.  When  the  freedmau  learns  to 
be  a  loyal  husband  and  a  loving  father,  when  his  children  and  his  wife  are 
to  him  a  holy  family,  then  and  not  till  then  will  the  Southern  problem  be 
effectuallj^,  humanely,  and  righteously  solved.  The  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  understands  this,  and  if  assisted  to  do  the  grand  work 
already  begun  will  accomplish  wonders  in  hastening  the  desired  solution. 

3.  The  Mormon  is  the  Turk  in  America.  Assuming  the  sanctions  of 
religion,  he  plants  beside  the  monogamous  home  the  polygamous  harem. 
He  has  thrown  down  a  defiant  challenge,  and  the  question  is  fairly  before 
us  whether  we  shall  reform  Mormonism  or  whether  Mormonism  shall 
deform  America.  It  is  as  old  as  depravity  and  almost  as  universal,  this 
spirit  of  lust.  It  is  well  intrenched.  It  has  beastly  appetite  in  its  favor. 
Now  we  ai'e  to  decide  by  what  measures  this  apostate  pseudo-religion  shall 
be  supplanted  and  the  Mormon  shall  become  a  clean  and  wholesome  por- 
tion of  Western  civilization. 

'^'V^e  can  not  settle  this  matter  by  Bible  words,  because  many  people  in 
this  country  are  not  governed  by  the  authority  of  the  Bible.  If  we  s&y  to 
the  Mormons,  "  You  are  unclean  beasts,"  they  sharply  and  sneeringly  re- 
ply, "You  have  more  unlawful  licentiousness  than  we  do."  We  blush  for 
shame  at  a  charge  so  difficult  to  deny.  Shall  those  whose  depraved  lusts 
war  against  the  families  of  the  country  be  relied  upon  to  assist  in  extirpat- 
ing Mormonism?  No,  among  them  it  is  likely  to  spread  in  name  as  in  fact. 
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Shall  the  multitude  of  illegally  divorced  people  who  have  heen  styled 
"ConHecutive  Mormons,"  be  reckoned  upon  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  force 
to  the  work  of  o1)litorating  this  foul  blot?  No,  liow  could  they?  Nor  can  we 
rely  on  the  Edmunds  law,  whicli  will  be  evaded,  or  on  the  reasonings  or 
thri'atenings  of  irreligious  and  immoral  citizens  and  voters. 

Only  one  adequate  force  appears  under  God  for  the  reformation  of  the 
Mormons.  What  can  it  be  but  the  pure  home  ?  Plant  it  along  side  their 
harems.  Let  its  fruit  of  love  and  purity,  character  and  power,  be  seen 
and  known,  by  its  holier  loves  draw  women  away  from  jjlural  marriage, 
and  men  from  authorized  lust.  Let  the  agents  of  tliis  "Woman's  Home 
Missionary  Society,  representatives  and  champions  of  the  home,  go  among 
the  deluded  and  degraded,  teaching  in  theory  and  illustrating  in  practice 
the  graces  which  grow  out  of  a  Christian  family.  By  this  alone  can  the 
Avork  be  wrought,  and  what  law  can  not  effect  against  fanaticism  can  be  ac- 
complished by  pure  men  and  women  in  their  home  capacity.  But  unless 
the  homes  of  monogamy  are  pure,  I  despair  of  ever  curing  tlie  INIormon 
leprosy.  It  will  rather  increase  and  spread,  finding  aiders  and  abettors,  if 
not  converts,  in  all  the  slaves  of  lust. 

Thus  have  I  briefly  referred  to  the  family  as  the  objective  point  for 
reformatory  labors,  and  have  suggested  its  force  as  a  reforming  power, 
when  applied  to  the  work  of  undoing  the  great  evils  of  society.  Its  force 
will  be  more  clearly  recognized  when  you  consider  the  number  and  the 
150 wer  of  those  refined  sentiments,  which,  clustering  around  the  home, 
furnish  a  ground  of  moving  appeal  to  every  member  of  the  family. 

4.  Measureless,  indeed,  is  the  power  of  a  sentiment,  the  value  of  which 
does  not  so  much  appear  through  reasoning  as  by  conviction  and  intuition. 
Great  struggles  have  been  fought  with  a  sentiment  for  their  insjiiration, 
and  when  thought  out,  that  sentiment  is  often  found  to  be  warranted  by 
reason  and  religion,  though  many  Avho  held  and  contended  for  it  had  not 
thought  it  out.  The  sentiment  of  our  great  civil  war  was  "  the  Union,"  a 
sentiment  for  which  few  could  give  a  definitive  and  satisfactory  reason,  but 
it  made  a  stirring  battle-cry,  and  in  its  defense  a  million  of  men  offered  to 
lay  down  their  lives.  It  is  by  the  cultivation  of  sentiments  w^hose  power 
sways  us,  that  the  great  changes  in  human  character  and  society  are 
wrought.  And  the  concession  must  be  universally  made  that  around  the 
home  cluster  the  highest  sentiments  of  the  mind  and  heart,  next  to 
those  of  religion.  Number  and  measure  them  to  see  their  acknowledged 
X^ower. 

The  love  of  lovers,  the  man  and  woman  the  issue  of  whose  pure  de- 
votion is  marriage,  is  not  only  the  most  absorbing  passion  of  human  life, 
but  so  retains  its  influence  over  every  mind  and  every  age  as  to  constitute 
the  chief  charm  of  almost  every  work  of  fiction  and  imagination.  Over  it 
Ave  pore  in  books  and  in  life  from  childhood  to  age  with  no  diminution  of 
our  intense  interest.  Of  this  delicious  bud,  wedded  life  is  the  fragrant 
blossom,  whose  praises,  sung  in  song  and  told  in  story,  can  never  equal  its 
real  excellence.     Then  think  on  a  mother's  love,  that  most  tender  of  earthly 
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ties,  so  strong  and  true  that  it  represents  better  than  any  other  earthly  im- 
age the  love  of  God  to  man ;  so  tender  that  the  gray-haired  man,  who  hears 
me  now,  recalls  with  tremulous  lip  and  falling  tears,  the  form  of  that 
sainted  mother  who  long  ago  passed  from  his  sight,  yet  even  now  with  re- 
membered looks  of  love,  draws  him  heavenward.  Sacred,  indeed,  is  that 
heaven-born  institution  which  gives  us  a  mother's  love  and  care.  Still 
other  home  sentiments  exist  of  great,  if  lesser,  power.  To  those  already 
mentioned  add  a  father's  devotion,  a  son's,  a  daughter's  filial  gratitude,  a 
brother's,  a  sister's  pure  fraternal  love.  Surely  no  other  garden  of  earth 
affords  the  ground  in  which  such  cherished  affections  could  grow.  The 
literature  of  these  family  sentiments  is  scarcely  second  to  that  of  religion, 
and  if  its  books  were  destroyed  more  than  half  the  poetry  of  the  woi-ld 
would  shrivel  to  smoke  and  ashes.  The  number  and  beauty  of  these  home 
sentiments  are  not  so  great  as  their  power  appealing  to  the  human  heart. 
They  almost  survive  the  wreck  of  manhood  in  the  human  breast,  and  build 
their  nests  like  singing  birds  on  ruined  household  walls,  when  the  fire  has 
died  out  on  the  cold  hearth,  and  roofless  are  the  battered  walls  and  sink- 
ing floors. 

The  father  who  through  the  accursed  cup  has  almost  drowned  his 
sense  of  responsibility  to  God  will  be  touched  when  you  appeal  to  him 
for  his  children's  sake.  The  brother  hears  in  your  plea  a  gentle  sister's 
voice ;  and  your  appeal,  when  it  vibrates  again  the  chords  long  since  struck 
by  a  mother's  praj'ers,  is  nearer  compelling  a  right  answer  than  as  if  it 
were  the  command  of  a  king. 

All  these  powerful  sentiments  assist  that  work  which  from  the  home 
stand-point  attempts  the  reformation  of  man  and  society. 

Operating  in  this  province  of  human  life  this  Home  Missionary  Society 
becomes  one  of  the  wisest  workers  and  one  of  the  most  powerful  evan- 
gelists. It  seizes  with  womanly  tact  and  heaven-implanted  wisdom  on  the 
strongest  force  for  attack,  and  the  most  vulnerable  point  for  assault  in 
every  great  evil  of  society  against  which  God  bids  us  to  contend. 

Yet  have  we  not  fully  presented  the  work  and  the  claims  of  this  Soci- 
ety on  the  sympathies  and  aid  of  the  Church,  until  we  have  asked  you  to 
reflect  that  it  is  organized  for, 

IV. 

The  Evangelization  op  American  Homes. 

The  importance  to  the  world  of  making  pure  homes  on  the  peninsula 
of  India,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  heathen  world,  can  not  match  the  im- 
mense significance  to  the  world  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  uplifting  of  the 
homes  of  America. 

1.  The  position  of  America  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  is  of  un- 
paralleled influence  and  importance.  It  is  no  vain  and  empty  feeling  of 
patriotic  self-importance  that  leads  to  this  assertion.  As  Athens  was  called 
"the  eye  of  Greece,"  so  the  United  States  of  America  may  be  called  the 
eye  of  the  world.     Between  the  frigid  North  and  the  tropic  South  she  oc- 
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cujiios  the  zone  in  which  nearly  all  the  f^eat  empires  of  the  worhl  have 
flourished.  The  focal  point  geographically  of  all  lands,  she  is  also  the 
center  of  interest  to  which  all  eyes  are  turned  as  the  sun  from  which  free- 
dom radiates  her  kindliest  ray,  and  to  whose  warmth  and  light  are  wel- 
comed all  wlio  flee  from  the  cheerless  dungeons  of  old-world  tyranny. 

There  is  not  an  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  the  whole  year  round,  hut 
that  fleets  of  great  steamships  loaded  with  immigrants  to  America  are  on 
tlie  high  seas.  Through  every  moment  of  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  of 
the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days,  the  ceaseless  throb  of  their  mighty 
engines  answers  to  the  thunder  of  waves,  and  the  revolutions  of  their 
great  propellers  whiten  the  seas  with  foam.  And  the  sun  never  goes 
down  in  the  west  when  it  is  not  hopefully  gazed  upon  by  the  voyager 
who  longs  for  the  bright  western  shores  on  which  the  sun  of  liberty  dif- 
fuses its  brighter  beams. 

On  the  land  as  on  the  sea  the  tides  of  immigration  are  always  mov- 
ing. Long  trains  of  cars  meet  the  ships  at  the  sea-board,  and  receiving 
their  living  fi'eight,  with  never-re.sting  wheels  bear  them  forward  to  the 
waiting  prairies  of  our  undeveloped  West.  You  need  not  put  your  ear  to 
the  ground  to  hear  the  tramp,  tramp,  tramp  of  the  peaceful  armies  who  in- 
vade our  country.  Coming  they  remain.  Of  immigrants  we  have  nearly 
three-quarters  of  a  million  a  year ;  of  emigrants  none.  They  come  to  stay. 
Depopulating  distant  lands,  they  become  permanent  residents  of  this. 
This  vast  movement  of  population  to  America  has  scarcely  a  parallel  in 
the  world's  history.  Greater  movements  there  have  been,  but  not  of  this 
character.  When  the  hordes  of  the  great  Asian  plain  moved  westward  to 
Europe,  they  came  "  with  banner,  brand,  and  bow."  Death  strewed  the 
track  of  their  savage  march,  and  desolation  was  their  rear  guard.  The 
fertile  plains  before  them  became  fields  of  battle,  and  heaps  of  slain,  not 
piles  of  grain,  were  the  harvest  of  their  implements  of  war  and  slaughter. 
So  when  the  Goths,  Vandals,  and  Huns  poured  over  the  Alps  upon  the  fair 
plains  of  Italy,  they  came  as  their  northern  torrents  when  in  the  spring- 
time, unbound  from  icy  fetters  by  the  sun,  they  desolate  the  sunny  south- 
ern fields.  Pressing  forward  for  plunder,  their  hoarse  voices,  fiercer  than 
the  howling  northern  blast,  did  not  so  terrify  the  shuddering  air  as  did  the 
vain  shrieks  for  mercy  of  the  hapless  people  whom  they  massacred.  But 
how  great  the  contrast  of  the  present  migration  of  all  people  to  America  ? 
Over  the  broad  ditch  of  two  oceans  and  the  parapets  of  our  extended, 
coast,  they  pour  incessantly,  seeking  a  home  of  peace  and  industry.  Re- 
luctantly they  leave  their  native  lands  only  that  they  may  improve  their 
condition  in  a  country  more  wide  and  free.  Their  hands  grasp  not  the 
banner  of  conquest  nor  the  reeking  sword  of  cruelty,  but  rather  uplift  the 
ensign  of  peace  and  hold,  the  implements  of  their  skilled  and  honest  in- 
dustries.   The  world  seems  to  be  pouring  into  America ! 

2.  Coming  here  they  must  be  met  and.  here  be  Christianized.  The 
strain  on  our  institutions  at  this  juncture  is  immeasurable.     What  shall 
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assimilate  all  these  peoples  to  the  ways  of  the  Repubric,  and  make  them 
its  trusted  and  useful  citizens?  I  answer  ifbaust  be  home  missions.  We 
need  not  leave  our  own  shores  to  find  the  representatives  of  nearly  all 
nationalities,  and  in  all  stages  of  degradation.  Here  at  home  we  can 
preach  the  Gospel  to  all  the  w.orld.     • 

Lot  me  not  be  understood  as  speaking  in  disparagement  of  those  great 
and  glorious  mi.«sionary  societies  which-are  laboring  to  evangelize  tlie  re- 
mote pai-ts  of  J;he  eajSth.  They  deserve,  and  I  trust  receive,  our  most 
cordial  co-operation.  Nevertheless,  I  may  say,  with  great  deference  to 
their  work  (and  I  think  I  hear  them  all  echoing  the  sentiment  as  their 
own),  no  field  for  missions  to-day  is  more  impoi'tunt  than  the  United 
States  pf  America. 

The  Christian  civilization  which  we  can  show  to  foreign  visitors  and 
immigrants  sl^ould  be  such  as  to  make  a  powerfully  favorable  impression 
on  all  these  peoples;  for  what  we  appear  in  their  eyes  will  have  a  vast  in- 
fluence in  -fav.ol-  of  or.  against  Christianity  in  the  minds  of  their  friends  to 
whom  they  send  rej^orts  of  the  actual  character  of  Americans.  In  choos- 
ing AmericA  for  their  field  the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  has 
really  taken  the  world  for  its  parish. 

3.  If  the  relations  of  your  work  are  so  important  to  those  who  come 
hither,  no  less  so  p.re  they  to  the  missionaries  who  go  out  from  us  to  far 
lands  and  heathen  peoples.  The^  purity,  power,  and  sway  of  real  Chris- 
tiaiiity  in  America  will  be  the  most  powerful  ally  of  our  missionaries 
abroad.  The  evangelist  goes  forth  to  sow  good  seed  in  his  Master's  field, 
but  the  reckless,  unconverted  misrepresentative  of  a  Christian  land  follows 
him  to  sow  the  tares.  The  wicked  American  sailor  and  adventurer  undoes 
a  large  share  of  the  devoted  missionary's  work.  A  gentleman  who  has 
traveled  far,  and  whose  heart  and  hand  are  deeply  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
Christian  missions,  recently  told  me  that  the  visible  evil  done  bj'  anti- 
Christians  from  Christian  lands  was  almost  as  great  in  foreign  countries  as 
the  good  done  by  self-sacrificing  missionaries.  The  Sandwich  Islands  fur- 
nish a  shocking  illustration  of  this.  Half  a  century  ago  they  threw  away 
their  idols,  and  began  under  divine  guidance,  the  practice  of  the  Christian 
religion.  But  the  wicked  emissaries  of  Satan  from  America  and  England 
appeared  in  their  midst  to  destroy  the  good  begun  work.  They  debauched 
the  natives  to  such  a  degree  that  a  citizen  of  Honolulu,  the  host  of  my 
friend,  stated  to  him  that  there  were  scarcely  a  score  of  pure  native  women 
or  men  in  that  city  of  fourteen  thousand  inhabitants,  and  that  the  native 
population,  a  prey  to  nameless  vices,  is  fast  dying  out.  (See  Ency.  Brit, 
9th  ed..  Vol.  XI.,  p.  529).  The  increase  of  commerce  and  wealth  is  not 
among  the  native  but  the  imported  populations. 

And  what  is  thus  so  painfully  illustrated  by  the  Sandwich  Islands  is 
equally  true  of  the  Australian  continent.  There  the  last  of  the  Maoris,  the 
native  race  of  exceptionally  superior  natural  endowments,  have  disap- 
peared, slain  by  the  vices  of  wicked  men  from  so-called  Christian  lands, 
until  the  misapplied  term  Christian,  used  as  the  synonym  of  Englishman, 
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is  the  general  name  for  robber,  ravi.sher,  and  murderer,  while  in  like  man- 
ner the  North  American  luditins,  whom  the  missionaries  can  not  protect 
from  the  leprous  contact  of  unprincipled  wiiite  men  in  this  Christian  land, 
are  perishing  through  their  vices  more  rapidly  than  by  the  sword. 

Facing  these  appalling  drawbacks  to  tjie  noble  endeavors  of  foreign 
missionaries,  what  can  be  clearer  than  that  the  purifittation  of  America 
must  be  the  greatest  possible  re-er^forcement  to  the*  missionary  work  which 
we  are  doing  in  foreign  fields?  If  the  tradesman,,  tjie  saiipr,  the  traveler 
who  goes  from  America  to  the  utmost  parts  of  the  earth  shall  have  learned" 
in  a  pure  home  that  respect  for  its  relationships  which  makes  them  chaste 
and  devout,  sober  and  unselfish,  Ave  may  see  him  go  abrqa^J  not  with 
alarm  as  an  enemy  of  the  cross,  but  with  glad  assurance  that*  he'  will,  be 
a  helper  in  the  Gospel. 

In  prosecuting  their  home  work  most  vigorously  in  our,  own  country, 
the  Woman's  Home  Missionary  Society  is  doing,  the  utmost  possible 
service  to  every  American  missionary,  and  to  the  ^jeople'  gmong  whom 
such  missionaries  are  laboring. 

Large,  indeed,  and  grand  is  the  conception  of  the  Home"Mi&sion,ary 
Society,  the  cultivator  of  every  virtue,  the  helper  of  every  good  work.  I 
congratulate  you  that  you  have  raised  so  much  money  and  sent  out  so 
many  laborers  the  past  year.  And  while  I  can  not  but  regret  that  delay 
which  must  curtail  the  development  of  your  plans  ere  you  shall  command 
moneys  in  proportion  to  the  value  and  breadth  of  your  undertaking,  I  will 
not  be  impatient  of  the  providential  process  which  makes  it  necessary  that 
you  should  increase  your  resources  by  presenting  your  great  idea  until  the 
minds  of  the  people  grasp  it,  and  the  heart  of  the  Church  expands  to 
it.  For  the  sake  of  the  familj^,  the  corner-stone  of  society  as  ordained  of 
God,  for  the  improvement  of  society  l^y  the  only  wise  method  of  indi- 
vidual development,  for  the  sake  of  the  individual  cultivated  through  the 
family  relation  to  the  highest  elevation  of  virtue  and  character,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  ever}'  reform  to  which  you  summon  and  apply  the  power  of  the 
home  as  the  most  efficient  human  helper,  for  the  sake  of  America  in  her 
great  mission  to  the  world,  for  the  assistance  and  well-being  of  every  people 
under  the  whole  heaven,  for  Christ  and  his  glorious  kingdom,  I  join  with 
you  in  commendations  of  the  purpose  and  prayers  for  the  success  of  the 
Woman's  Home  3Iissionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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